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Dr. Kulendu Pathak
Former Vice-Chancellor
Dibrugarh University

I MESSAGE 1

Dear Sheikh

| Congratulate you and your team for bringing out of the
magazine of Goalpara Callege.

| wish that all activities of a college which is a place of
higher learning, should be quality oriented. The colleges should
contribute to the improvement of quality of life of the people of
surrounding area. A college magazine should also be quality

conscious and should add to the socio-eco cultyrg| uplitment of the
area in general and students particular.

| convey my best wishes to all of you.

Yours Sincerely
Samsuddin Sheikh

WiaQazne SReIRary 4 _
Gozipara Coleae, G \fa’&(jdt

(K. Pathak)
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Dr. Kulendu Pathak
Former Vice-Chancellor
Dibrugarh University

I MESSAGE |

Dear Sheikh

I Congratulate you ang your team for brinai
: r brin
magazine of Goalpara College. ging out of the

| convey my best wishes to gl of you

Yours Sincerely
Samsuddin Sheikh

Magazine Secretary /
Goalpara College, Goalpara a’ﬂ

(K. Pathak)
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Goalpara College : Pride and
Challenges

Dr. Ranjit Choudhury
Associate Professor,
Department of Physics.

Goalpara College is completin i i
. g glorious sixty-se
2022. Before the establishment of Goalpara Colle:; BVIiIn ée(;r;g(;no?‘ gl}ig;St
» B.IN. ubri

was the only institution of higher education in the entire undivided Goalpara

district. The spirit of the freedom stru :

povert}f-ridden people, who had langugifll::ec;Jv zsnsglcirf;}:i a1nd powerf.m' The
oppression, dreal?lt of their hopes and aspirations comin tma _Suppression and
India. They considered higher education the only too] fol(rg erafi.m an independent
and backwardness of this region. All these have m d lCa.tlng.the. poverty
Goalpara College a historical necessity. ace an Institution like

But establishing a college in such
o : a backward regio
Finding land and infrastructure for the college teachergl N was not very easy.
college were the main problems. ’ S and funds to run the

In such a challenging and confronting environment, a handful of
> andrul o

by Late Khagendra Nath Nath,

in this college as Prine: Cationists, sc .
Mahendra B g as Principals ang glg, 4 te holars, and litterateurs worked
02, who later became th achers.  Famous litterateur Dr

this college s the Principe] b € President of Asom Sahitya Sabha, served

also WOIde here as the PnnClpal. .ISt DI Blrendra Nath Dutlﬂ
OWI] erter alld nove]ist Nin]pallla

Well-kn

Borgohain taught in this college. In this period of
more than sixty years, the people of Goalpara
f:lected some teachers of this college to represent
in the Legislative Assembly of Assam. Teachers of
Goalpara College played a leading role in the
teachers’ movement and made an enormous
contribution to shaping and expanding higher
education in Assam.

During its sixty years of journey, the college
produced a large number of persons who are now
working in different parts of the country as
eduFationists, scientists, teachers, doctors,
engineers, bureaucrats, litterateurs, artists and
entrf:}?reneurs. The alumni of this college are also
Wworking in prestigious educational institutions of
India and abroad like Oxford University, IITs,
[ISERS, and the Universities of our country. Adil
Hussam, whose role as an actor in the film industry
; Lntemationally acclaimed, Late Sukracharya
) :i ha, who attracted worldwide attention for his

que style of drama staged in the wood and
AShr.aful Haque, who became well-known for his
;Ole n Bollywood films, are some of the prominent
umni of this college.
COntrit\:ve gratefully remember those who
s uted' to the growth of the college. We are
committed to the mission of “Spread of good
ggzlbl;y Education” in this region. Even in some
A ing moments in the political and social life of
ms§am‘es§ society, the college fought valiantly to
Alntain its quality, ethics and academic sanctity.
alone An institution is judged not by its Qast .glo'ry
g . The greatness of an institution lies 1n 1ts
iy € for the future. The glorious past would stand
a beacon of hope for us.
The college has now three streams of study-
of ?, Science and Commerce and a brilliant group
.E}C.ulty. It has strengthened and expanded its
Ciclllhtles and capacities to serve the people. The
ege also runs the centres of Krishna Kanta

citataeidmis —

Handique Open University, IDOL and Tezpur
University for post-graduate teaching in distance
mode. |

But it has problems too. The government’s
restriction on new posts since 1990 is one major
hurdle in the expansion of higher education. The
financial grants and assistances obtained from
different government agencies are scanty and
irregular, Given the current situation, the college is
hesitant to open post-graduate classes, which need
additional faculty, infrastructure, advanced
laboratories etc. The shrinking opportunities f(?r
jobs and the devastating COVID-19 pandemic
have adversely affected the traditional college
education.

The objective of education is to generate
human resources that can make our country 1?etter
and selfreliant. As stated by Mahatma Gandhi, 0uf
education policy should help for “gl]-round drawmgl
of the best in child and man in body, mmdPana
spirit.” But the National Education Policy (NEnt),of
recently adopted policy by the govemr?emake
India, rather than directing the govemment 10

ocial

our public education system a tool .for Ss o
transformation, has made our education SY

: and of the market.

highly dependent on the dem rcially
Education is now seel more 25 & coﬁ;ﬂ; social
profitable commodity than 2 I.wd 60 owering
upliftment. The market demarid 15 ?vi:rlfe
the choice, social needs and academic

a backward region like G
demand is insufficient 10
the college, the problem 18 1'110re acu

Responding aggresswe}y 0
generated in the market, per‘c;ceS by replacing
stitutions are occupying larger SP ere A

public institutions. Although U

ich priva
understandable reasons for whic ?ncrease the €2

PR B M ation 1
commercialization of educ ublic-funde

between rich and pook although P

mmmﬁmnmmﬁ




e IGEICIbIC

education institutions (if adequately strengthened)
can play a significant role in social transformation
and in bringing about equity, diminishing attention of
the government toward the public-funded
institutions has become a matter of grave concemn.
The growing clout of corporate-style govemance in
all educational institutions is strangulating the liberal
academic spirit of education.

Education should enhance our skills and
capacity to earn. But eaming could not be the sole
objective of education. Our Father of the Nation
once repented, “The real difficulty is that people
have no idea of what education truly is. We assess
the value of education in the same manner as we
assess the value of land or shares in the stock-
exchange market. We want to provide only such

education as would enable the student to earn

more.” Education should inspire us to build a
better society and be better human beings.
o T.he education imparted by our educational
mstitutions should be capable of guiding us in
every walk of life and helping us build a better
society. The knowledge we gain through education
should be scientific and jt must base on facts and
be free from all prejudices, But the pervading
Is)pread of non-factual.propaganda in our social life,
.ased on myth, racial prejudices and religious
bigotry, reflects that we are not on the right track.
These are some challenges we need to
overcome. The glories of the past, the bright and
capable faculty of the present, the experienced
workforce and dedicated Mmanagement give us

confidence that the college will successfully face

these Chaﬂenges_ °®
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Goalpara College Turns 60-

Miles to Go

Dr. A.B. Ahmed
Former, Head of Physics Department

On August 8, 2015, Goalpara College completes 60 (sixty) years.o'f its
establishment. Starting from a humble beginning on August 8, 195.5 with 6
teachers and 22 students, the college has since then been growing both
physically and academically. It has now transformed into a knowledge hub for
higher education at UGC and PG levels aftracting students from various parts

of the state and the neighbouring states. Along with the regular courses .under
ucation Council, the

Gauhati University and Assam Higher Secondery Ed

college also prov);des distance and open education thro.ugh KKI:ISOg
(Krishna Kanta Handique State Open University) IDOL (Institute of Dlstanits
and Open Learning), Gauhati University. From this year 20153 ® p,:f the
expansion policy, the college has opened Commerce 00 1 addition
existing Science and Arts streams.

s . » . . e college
In the context of accountapilits of an academic institution, th

: irations of the people
the society and aspirations O
has been able to fulfill the needs of the society (1o college his produced

for which it was established. In the last sixty years, e
:  comioes | institations

a galaxy of academcians who are rendering their . ces 10 famﬁsned theatre

of the country and abroad. Its alumni a1§o include ilenoans o gloriy

personality of international repute film actors, SINgErs and po :c:;ome presidents

the status of the college. Two principals from this college 5

of the prestigious Assam Sahitya Sabha.

But the college has miles to go. . em
In view of the changing trend in higher education R ountable. The

needs serious attention by the college is enonnc.)us, but not m “judes about
college being a component of higher academic system v; o understand its
35,540 affiliated colleges all over the country nee :

ared for betns
accountability and act accoudingly. It should always be well pre it e ol
assesed by National Assessment and Accre

ditation Council 10
f time. ) i
o e branches of higher educatio |
| 9{@1 588

the task which

The disparity among the different
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because of the difference in the modalities of the B B )

regulating autl-lorities and other parameters. With pased EZMEEZE “;dfsgeﬂd)bmfght be promoted.

a veiw to minimise the diparity among the hub, might be tr’anstr eged eing a knowledge

different branches of higher education system, the ccomomy inter alia b mg lI.]tO a knowlec‘lge

National Knowledge Commission and Prof, Yash system for the next geiecr)zﬁzi E(l?heduclaltlon
e college

Pol committee have recommended a single T
regulatory authority which resulted in tie EE;QZ?QJVEC?]OE:?E:?EH to ﬁ‘ame.: out education
establishment c?f yet another body named Rastriya s fingers. If the p| Hlustrated with a palm El{ld
Uchchatar Siksha Abhijan (RUSA) by the five fingers namelp E:}rln represents eFiuCation, its
WRD. The college needs to work in conformity  the midd]e ﬁngery’theeriilun}b, the index ﬁqger,
with t}%}e _agenda of RUSA. ' N finger will re I'CSGI;I i g linger an.d the. ht_tle
hirdly, the t-Education (the traditiona] form of Eth; _OL_'tP”t respectively in the
education system) coupled with e-Education (where

e = Economics an
use of satellite communication System and internet

d Energy,
Long live Goalpara College. o

B cietastidigg —

My days at Goalpara College

Dewan Joynal Abedin
Former HoD.
Deptt. of English
Goalpara College, Goalpara

I joined Goalpara College, on transfer from Naogaon Girl’s College,
on 13th September, 1970. T retired from service as the Head of the
Department of English on 31st May 2003. I was associated with the college
for almost 33 years and with Goalpara for about 52 years. As a matter of
fact, T passed the best part of my life here at Goalpara College. Though I
am an ordinary person, I had an eventful life and naturally, T shall hav.e i
bring in some facts of my connection with some big institutions, Ofg@Mtlom
and personalities during this period. These details are parts of my lfe and
I cannot exclude them from the accounts of life. This may seem 10 &
boring and irrelevant to the readers but I am helpless.

When I joined Goalpara College, Dr. Mahendra Bora Wes the
Principal. Dr. Bora was basically a man of English subject; but he IS more
known in Assam as an Assamese poet and littérateur of extra-ordlga;y
proficiency. The English Department was a Three-man department. P'mh.thé
V. Ramaiyah was the Head of the department and Prof..S.V. Ap%ﬂlaa vad
second man in the department. I could know that Principal Dr. hornever
attended some English classes prior to my joining the college, DXt eMajor
visited any English class after I joined. There was no HonourS Oin anage
course in the department at that time. However, it was dlﬁi?un tODa and
the classes with three hands. Because, there were tWO Sl Atgacher
Evening- and English was compulsory for the science A tl(ljot'he classes
of the department had to attend about six classes a day-,a ordial and 1
being largely attended ones. The college fraternity Was ey
enjoyed being a member of the faculty. - < 2 wave of left

Towards the closing years of the sixties, there wa entering round

itics ' ' i dia
: the Eastern part of India, ¢
politics in India, particularly in o xitenc.

West Bengal, where a Left Front Government ¢a
— 380

CSIRTeT>iTan sraifdvster ounErsst




o (ARSI AT
While at the. Univc?rsity, I belonged to a he.re, whatever I did in my life, I tried to do it
group of: Pfogref;swe-mn}dcd students who  with utmost sincerity - be it teaching, social work
believed initially in the philosophy of Bernard or political activities. My involvement in politics
Shaw, Bertrand Russell and finally in the too was for the love of the common man. and
philosophy of Scientific Socialism put forward not for any self-aggrandisement. I chose th; job
by Karl Marx, Engels and Lenin. At the initial of teaching not as a simple profession but as a
stage, our belief was vague and superficial, not mission of life and I tried to emulate some of
driving deep roots in the philosophy of Dialectical the best teachers I met as my role models. M
Materialism and as regards India, we were not love for the students was genuine and [ triéd tg
yet sure as to which party was genuine Marxist bring my heart out to make them understand
Party in India. During the Puja holidays of 1970, ~what I wanted them to understand I\l;n ersl !
I, along with a group of my leftist friends, went teaching was never bomba t’an . yhst]y e -o.
to Calcutta (Kolkata) to make a field study of rather, it had been simple an dS ic f)r scholastic;
the Marxist Parties. We held an in-depth that the students coulg easil straightforward so
theoretical discussion with the leaders of the CPI  think that they really giq asily understand me. I
(M) and the SUCL We also met Shibdas Ghosh,  respected me all th)e, so and they loved and
the founder General Secretary and theoretical A cultured man T}Oﬁl’« for that. y
leader of the SUCI-Socialist Unity Centre of And a sensitive man should be a sensitive man.
India- and discussed many theoretical questions surroundings. There Cannot bu.t respond .to his
on Marxism with him. We returned home lower Assam diStrictswaS a terrible flood in the
convinced that SUCI is the genuine Marxist Party in 1974, An embank
in India and I joinec.l the Paill‘ty immediately. It Balikashi near Lakhlil ::egt Wa.s breached at
was a turning point in my hfe. . damaged and the entli)re .s tanding crops were
In 1971 came the Parliamentary election Brahmaputra river outhem Bank of the
and my party asked me to contest the election impact of a severe ﬂWas under the devastating
from Dhubri Lok Sabha Constituency. In those recurring flood OOd'. Consecutive waves of
days, the rule was that if a teacher of a deficit unprecedented fam.s ultimately Jed to an
college wanted to contest any election, he or cats ang dogs. D ine
she should go on compulsory leave without pay scattered op t.h ead
for 18 months. I filed the nomination papers for € stre

e election and went on leave without pay for )
;I;B months I lost the election to Moinul quue Ee};ﬁ; xﬂhukuma Paris
Choudhury who became The Industry Minister aJope e to s
in Mrs. Indira Gandhi's cabinet. I returned to .Th
the college after a span of 18 months, in 1973, for d(::adere W.a

The period from 1973 to 1978 was one drifting 4 bodi
of the periods of unprecedented political were %i ’
upheavals in the country and for that matter, in ©
Assam. This period had been a period of turmoj]
in my life too. Let me tell you one thing cle arly

had, 20,000 !
. . ’ ’ peop ©
tarvation in Dhubri Sub-division

:’S aa S(}ilortage of burial grounds
Wi the rin dead bodies were sent
Mmands a”Ver On plantain-rafts. There
Assembly tha G around and within the
famine - oy, Oa.] Para should be declared 2

écted district, but the Govt, would

not cop
cede,
Ovements were started,

of the Brahmaputra basin

Gl —

particularly by the student community to save people and of the people. It is for the capitalists

;h.e lives of the people. That was the time when and the corporates. One may agree or may
Jumped into some relief works with the help agree, but ours is a class divided society.

not
My

2;;0?:&3;;’111“8 studen.ts. We started some relief experience is that almost all enactments,
WOr:t-affectn:jass lfeedxng centres at some of the f)rdinances, or rules passed in our paﬂi'flmt.ent or
Fakinaan: ed places like - South Salmara, in the state assemblies serve directly or indirectly

Ingan), Panbari -feeding centres at some of the interests of the ruling class, that is, the

gle worst Porabhita, Porarchar etc. At first, the capitalist class.
angar Khanas were maintained by public

Anyway, I shall not recount here the stories

donations: _
onations; but very soon Government help started  of my achievements or failures as a legislator.

Pouﬁngin,

Ever since my election to the Assam Legislature

My personal involvement in the relief Assembly, I felt like a creature who shuttled

?c::l ties brought me into a kind of public limelight. between two worlds intermittently, the Qolitical
ver dreamed of becoming a politician, much  world and the world of education. Basically,

I

1 .
®SS an MLA. But when the assembly elections considered myself a teacher all through my life.

f}?;ne In 1978, there was a strong demand from Legislator's responsibility
People that I should contest the election. —responsibility thrust upon me. I was first
APy also wanted it. Finally, I contested the  in 1978. Then the 1983 election ¥%82
mbly Election from South Salmara disturbed election and I didn't contest

constj
Dstituency on SUCT ticket and got elected with  On losing the election, 1 returned to the

a : - -
humping majority. Then came the'85Election after the sigan

was an additional social

elected

highly

it seriously.

college.
g of the

palic That was how I entered parliamentary ~Assam Accord. This time 1 contested the elx?:;l:z
ditt ©S. And once you enter into public life, it is again and was returned 10 the AssemblyﬁWl o
“Ult to come out. I want to make it clear overwhelming mandate. I had 10 £ on hen

Cre . .
Was E}:gt My involvement in parliamentary politics the college, but I coul
for any power and position, nor for five-year term in the Ass

4 not complete the
embly. The COI{gress
aper was rejected

Iop inati

of menyr poﬂ:lp and grandeur. It was the result candidate, whose nommatlon.P. f age proof

o doy m thlosophjcal conviction and the urge on the ground of non-submlsslonl (:;tion case at
Something, if possible, for the cause of certificate on time, had filed an €€

the
OPpressed and the downtrodden. How far | the Guwahati High Court. The ©

Practi ; the en
matct:rc al\g. achieved this objective is a different up to the Supreme FZourt and ;"ggse by th
the Aése ith my experience of several terms in of 1987, the election W& s ! o th colls®
Mych conllbly’ I would like to opine that not Supreme Coun. of India. I retlhilgl; b0 1991
f pegp| u.d be. attained for the poorer sections again and continued my teac o cton 0 1991
emOCrae n ,thls setup. Parliamentary system of But then, there was the get:?on om the same
inStitutedCy IS a bourgeois system and it is and I contested the .elect lof b cme party. |
IS for th 0 help the capitalist class. "Democracy ~constituency on the tlcketinue o ASS emb¥
Peoplen : beop le, of the people and by the was elected agam.fﬂmd °°T99 6.1 was Jefeated 12
deﬁnit 1 IS 1S a misnomer. Democracy is till the next election of ‘ o to € colleg
"V by the people, but it is not for the the election this time and refurt

mmmamﬁmﬂmmsﬁi




for the last time. I retired from my service on

31st May 2003.
Professor A V Ramaiya retired as the

head of the department on 31st June 1987. He
was a man from Andhra Pradesh. Generally, he
lived alone, leaving his family at home.
Occasionally, he used to bring his family here.
He had a son, Ramesh, and a daughter. Munni.
He was a father-figure for the students of the
college and he was very affectionate to me and
my family. We had been feeling the necessity of
opening Major and increasing the number of
teachers in the department. After Prof Ramaiya's

retirement Professor S V Appaiya took up the
charge of the Head of the department. When |
returned to the College in 1996, I found that
Professor Appaiya had also retired from service,
I was glad to see that the ajor course had been
introduced in 1993 and one extra hand was also
added to the department. Another hand was also
working against non-sanctioned post. My stay at
the college from 1996 till my superannuation in
2003 was one of the most challenging periods
in my life. I was happy on the one hand that
the major course had been introduced in the
department. I was the Head the department,
Adequate number of tea.chers was not there. The
syllabus was newly revised and required books
were not available in the college library nor in
the market either, as many of the books had
one out of print. I ransacked the book stalls 5t
Guwahati, Kolkata and Delhi and could maﬁage
with much difficulty some books only for the
library. I was also facing difficulties in managing
the Major classes as I remained detached for
many years from the field of literature, | had to
study hard for mastering the course of English
literature. After attending the day's clagses, | had
to sit for long hours, sometimes up to [ e hours
at night in preparation for the next day's cJagges

But it was during these years that I learnt
something about English literature. My
industriousness ultimately paid me,

. I should refer here briefly to my
Involvement with the ACTA, Assam College
Teachers' Association, This is a long story and I
do not have the Scope to discuss it here
elaborately. I discussed this matter at length in
the Souvenir of 63rd Conference of ACTA held
at Dudhnoi College jn 1996, which was named
as Goalparia Subhas, | was associated with the
AC’I?A n'ght from the day of my joining in college
service in the Nowgong Girlg College and I
continued it all throygh my life. I was elected
the Vice- President of ACTA at the Pragjyotish

2!21;2:112;5 Oi;;h'e DPI Office €fC. to release the
concede ;go Otlmately’ th‘f Government had to
movements iy den.)ands In the face of virulent
effect £ and revised the UGC pay-scale with

Tom 1996. That the college teachers of

truggles for this and many
O undergy Sufferings of various

Students gnq former teachers of
*Nt of Goalpara College, I would

(eI —

like to recollect some of the sweet memories I
shared with the students and teachers of the
c?epartment during last thirty-three years of my
life that I passed with them. I would like to pay
my regards to Prof A V Ramaiaya, Prof S
VAppaiya, Principal Dr Mahendra Bora, Principal
Khagendra Prasad Deka, all of whom have
already left this world. I also express my deep
Sense of grief at the premature demise of two
of my brilliant young colleagues-namely Prof
Kamini Mohap Sharma, who was one of our
Student and My Jakirul Islam Majumdar, a young
and. Prospective teacher who died in a motor
accident in 2012, The latter happened to be a

grandson of mine and I can never remove his

memories from my mind. I also recollect with
fond memories my former colleagues namely Mrs
Manjushree Barua, Mrs Kalpana Nath, Mrs Loni
Barua, Dr Santosh Kumar Mishra and Mr
Mozbul Hoque Chowdhury. I passed great
moments of pleasure and happiness with all of
them. I'm thankful to all our former students for
remembering us after so many years. Sometimes
I might have been harsh to some of them. I hope
they would forgive me thinking that it was only
for their benefits that I had to be harsh to them.
I had no malice to any of them in my heart]

thank the organizers of this Alumni Meet. @

4 9@@\‘) |
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