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Medicinal Plants Prohibited for Export :
Government of India Ministry of commerce,

Notification No. - 24 (RE-98) 1997-2002 New Delhi Dated the 14.10.98 Appendix 2
of the book titled “ITO(HS) classification of exportand import items 1997-2002",

1. Saussurea costus.

. "Rauwolbia serpentina (Benth sarpagandha)
Ceropegia speeios.

Frerea indica (Shindal Mankund i)

Podophyllum hexandrun (emodi) (Zadian podopyllam)
Dioscorea deltoidea (Elephant’s foo!\

Euphorbia species(Euphorbias)

Pterocarpus santalinus (Red sanders)

9. Taxus Wallichiana (common yew or Bi:i leaves)
10. Aquilaria malaccenris Lamk (Agarwood)

11. Aconitum species. ’

12.Coptin teeta.

13.Conclinium fenestratum (Calumba wood)
14.Gentiana kurroo (kuru, kutko)

15.Gentum spcies.

16.Kaempferia galangalinn,

17.Panax pseudoginseng,

18.Picrorh:za Kurrooa.

19.Swert:a Chirata (Charayatah)
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Indian Music and Painting

(in the context of Assam) :

Dr.K.A. Ahmed
Principal
Goalpara College, Goalpara

Introductory :
In Indian socio-cultural life the music, paintings, artsand architecture have a great

importance, which achieves its perfection after age-long interaction of Muslims with the
Indian people, and many of these are the outstanding outcome of the Muslims contribution
during medieval period. However. the influence of both the major communities of India

particularly the Hindus and the Muslims are apparent in many aspects.

Music ; ‘

Indian music has always been fascinated the Muslims. Amir Khausrau (1253-1325)

has become the legendary unifier of Iranian, turkish and Indian music, whch was studied

both as an art and a science.the khayal is regarded as a unique Muslim contribution to Indian

music, but for the historian the most important fact is that the Muslims helped to secular.ze

Indian music. in North-India its association with worship fell into the background, and it
Itivated solely with the aim of achieving the highest aesthetic
values. the Muslims of India, particularly the North-Indian Muslims have been the most
outsanding masters of vocal and instrumental music. Although according to Muslim religious
law, music is one of the frivolities, and for this reason. addiction to it has been condemned.
But Indian rulers like the Adil Shahi Sultans of Bijapur and Baz Bahadur of Malwa, a
contemporary of Akbar, and all the great Mughals, with the exception of Aurangzeb.
fmusic. Akbar, Jahangir and Shah Jahan extended considerable patronage

appreciated the art 0
to it, which led to the improvement of its quality and to its deing widely cultivated. According
to Abul Fazl, thirty-six singers enjoyed the patronage of Akbar’s court. Of them, the most

famous were Tansen, about whom Abul Fazl writes- “a singer like him has not been in India
for the last thousand years™s and BazBahadur of Malwa, who was later employed in the

e geeia i pr—— LA B9 00

become a secular, urban art cu




sffelaga

service of Akbar, and has bekh described as “the most accomplished man of his day in the
science of music and in Hindi songs™ ‘ '
Although the culture of the Indo-Islamic music and paintings in Assam had began
only from the reign of Rudra Singha (1696-1714), some elements of their influence, particularly
that of music might have trickled into Assam through the Vaishnava pilgrims even in the
earlier period when the age-old cultural relations of Assam with other parts of India was
greatly impeded by the prolonged hostilities with the Muslims. The usage of musical instruments
like rabab and nagara (per.nakkarah) by the Assamese Vaishnava musicians can be cited as
a good evidence of this.’ Bhaskara Vipra, one of the followers of Sankaradeva, is attributed
with the skill of playing the rabab, a musical instrument which is said to have been the
invention of Mia Tansen of Akbar’s court (1542-1605).* the nakkarah, a war drum in
which Akbar is said to have been adopted, has also found its importance in the Vaishnava

namkirtana performances particularly in the erstwhile districts of Kamrup and Goalpara

where it came to be known as nagara the pakhwaj which is believed to have been introduced
into Assam for the first time during the reing of king Rudra Singha, and subsequently inducted
in some of the Vaishnava satras, directly patronized by him. this insrument in its somewhat
degenerated from later come to be know as pasauj or dholok.’ Among the kings of Assam,
Rudra Singha showed high appreciation for the Hindustani musics as well as musicians. the
schools of Hindustani music delighted him in his court, and he imported a number of such
musicians, and settled them in Assam®It is also known from the buranji that he sent Assamesé
artists to Delhi and other playing of different musical instruments used there.” Later these
musicians not only adorned his court, but might have popularized and trained many Assames®
also in this art. Itis believed in some quarters that even the king himself composed songs of
fliﬁ'erent melodies like thumri and ghazal.? He took steps to reorganize the indi genous musicians
into different guilds such as-gayan, bayan, biyah gowa, pad gowa etc. and introduced legislation

for their well being and encouragement towards further development of their art. thus, it -

appears that he helped parallel development of both Hindustani music developed in the country
throng!a royal patronage and the Ahom palace become an important centre of its culture:
But being devoid of strong religious sentiment, it did not seem to have been able to impress
(?eeply on the people in general, because the influences of Satriya music of Assam by that
time had become deejrooted, though some musical instruments like rabab, nagara, and pakh""aj
were used by the Val.shnava musicians. Besides these musical intruments, the use of sarad,
tabala, tanpura, sanai, and setar also said to have been introduced in Assam with the advent

of the Muslims.During the reign of Ahom king kandarpeswar Singha, the influince of

Hindustani music t9uched the apex of appreciation and encouragement. In this regard, th®
name of Furmud Ali can be mentioned, who was one of the Muslim musician and oja (head)
among the gayan- bayans and other musicians of the court. He was an expert player ©
negera, and employed to teach music to the Ahom queens and princes. However, Hundustani
music received equal favour and inspiration along with the indigenous music from the Ao

i
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rulers.
Despite the outstanding literary abd linguistical value, the Assamese zikirs and jaris

have a high degree of musicals importance also. the thumri,khayal, ghazal, and qawali era
the unique Muslim contribution to the Assamesemusic. Again, in the songs of marfati, manai,
zatra, ghazi gan, bhari gan, maisali geet, nao khelowa, s?tyfapi.rar gan ?tC., c:urrent in th.e
erstwhile Goalpara disrict, the influence of the Muslims is distinctively noticeabie. Even, their
influince predominates on the tunes of bhatiyali, bhawaiya, and chatka songs, sung by both
the communities in the same region. , o .
From the view point of the Muslim religious la.w, dancing is also most reprehensxl?le
frivolity. But it is a fact that the art of dancing was cultivated under the patronage of Muslim

court and also by the Muslims. the contribution of Muslims to this art is the kathak style,

though its subjects like the adventures of Krishna and the Gogies are part of reli.gious tradition,
is secular in spirit. '* It is known from the buranjiis that king Sive Singha imported some

musicians and dancers from northern India. The manuscipt of Hasti-Vidyanava contains

several illusrations of Hindustani dancing girls of tyheir performences befor the king Sive

Singha in his court.

paintin %181 :the history of painting in India, Mughal School is a chapter of itself. It begfm wi.th
the work of two artists whom Humayun had brought from Iran in 1555, .and attained its
zenith in the time of Jahangir. It exercised considerable influence on the Rajput, the Kangra

ing to Mujeeb, the Mugal painting belongs to the category

hools of paintjng. According € . X
2?(:':3:1?1 sacrt But thz richilluminated manuscripts, the birds of Ustad Mansoor,. the portraits,
some of them are most exquisite reveal an inner unity of culture, vibrant with an intense

i out of which we are bron and to which we return.”? .
::oal;ﬁ:izggt;irt:,\:al&tzghal period represented a happy rqingling of e)ftra-lndia as \:vell as Indn.an
elements. Aprovincialised form of Chinese art, wl}nch was a mixture qf Ipdlan Bl'lddhlst,
Iranian, Bactrian and Mongolian influences, was mtroduc;ed into .Persxa in the thu'teent.h
century by its Mongol conquerors and was contmlfed by the.lr Tlmur}d SUCCESSOrS, w.ho. ?gax:;
imported it into India. The character-ristics of this Indo-Sino-Persian art were assimilated,

mingled and combined, in the time of AKbar, in products of the contemporary Inflian schoo}s

Ofgginting which flourished as a renaissance of earlier Hindu, Buddhlgt. ?\nd J az:;ty;::, 1;
: a

different parts of the country, such as- ijapur, g

Gujarat, Rajputana, Vija).ma.\gar., ' o
and some other places, and {ed to the development of a style of painting in which the Mongoloi
element gradually declined and the India ones predo

minated. This modification can clea}'ly '
be seen in the paintings of the Khandan-Timuria and the Padshahnamah, both of whlch
ar : dabaksh Library of Ptana.”? )
e pres:?’::(:ill:;lt;l:h?th;abar, who was always keenly observant <3f the bet?uxt:‘sv :;f ;\;glfz}
Patronized the art of painting like his Timurid ancestors. The paintings i the .
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the Persian version of his Memoirs probably represent the style that grew up in his time.
Humayun and his son Akbar took lesson from Mir Sayyid Ali and Khwaja Abdus Samad, the
leading artists of Persia, in the art of painting and engaged them in the task of preparing th.e
illustrations to the Dastan-i-Amir Hamjah. These two foreign artists, working with their
Indian assistants, “formed the uncleus of the Mughal school of painting.” Which became s0
promiment in the time of Akbar." This passed on as a precious gift from Humayun to Akbar,
while his political legacy was precarious.
In illustrative paintings of Amir Hamjah, done by Sayyid Ali and Abdus Sasmad
between 1550 and 1560, the Sino-Persian unfluence was still predominant. But in 1562,
when the famous painting showing the arrival at the Mughal court of the Vaishnava musician
Tansen, was executed the fusion of HIndu and Sino-Persian styles began to manifest itse_lf-
From 1569 to 1585 the walls of Akbar’s new capital at Fatehpur Sikri were embellished with
the master-pieces of the painter’s art by the joint labours of the artists of the Hindu and
Persian schools, both being ready to imbibe and utilize new ideas and thus facilitating ?he
growth of a new school of art. Akbar encouraged pictorial art in every possible way and. g}"e
it a religious outlook in spite of the Islamic injunction regarding the representation of living
forms. He sought to remove the discontent of the orthodox Muslims, who were opposed 0
the art of painting. : .
The school of art that grew up under Akbar continued to flourish in the reign of
Jahangir through the enthusistic support and patronage of the latter, Jahangir was an excellent
connoisseur, who paid high prices for any pictures that satisfied his aesthetic taste- The
famous Muslim artists of his court were Aga Reza and his son, Abdul Hasan of Herat,
‘Mohammad Nadir and Mohammad Murad from Samarquand, who were among the la§t
foreign artists to come of India: and Ustad Mansoor. '* The Emperor himself having 2 faif
acquaintance with the classical aspects of miniature painting, he frequently plll‘chf‘se
examples of the best schools of art in India or abroad; and his jeal, combined with the skll! 0
his articles, led to the emancipation of Mughal pictorial art from the tutelage of Persia®
influences and to the development of an art styled essentially Indian. o
However, with Jahangir, according to Percy Brown, the real spirit of Mughal pictor’?
art declined. Shah Jahan did not possess the same passion for painting as his father, and b*
tastes were more for architecture and jewellery. The court portraiture and darbar pictures 0
his reign were characterized by rich pigments and a lavish use of gold rather than by
harmonious blend of colours which was present in Jahangir’s art. He reduced the numbﬁf,o
court painters, and the art of painting was soon deprived of imperial patronage. In the imperl’n
family only Dara Shikoh was a patron of art, as is proved by his album which is preserv 3‘? !
the India Office, and his untimely dealth was a great blow to art as well as to the emPL”
With the disintegration of the Mughal Empire after the death of Aurangzed, some of
surviving paintcrs migrated from the capital to the states of Oudh, Hyderabad, Mysor® a
Bengal, which had made themselves practically independent, and some went to Luckn®

__—
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and Patna.'® In the eighteenth century a style of painting noted for brilliancy and decorative
effect flourished in Rajputana, particularly in Jaipur. In the later half of the century, highly
beautiful and refined pictures were painted by the Kangra Schaol, of which the Tehri-Garhwal
school was an offshoot. '

So for the Assamese painting is concerned, Muslim impact is remakrably noticeable,
which is discemed in many aspects. The specimens of old Assamese paintings sor far available
to us are mainly the products of artists of Assamese Vaishnava monasteries and the painters
of the courts of Koch and Ahom kings of Assam in the eighteenth century. Most of these
works of arts were created for illustration of books, of course, references to some paintings
done by Sankaradeva before this period,"” but none of these creations are available to us.
The publication of Chitra Bhagavata reproduces the miniature illustrations from
Sankaradeva’s Assamese verse renderings of Bhagavata Purana book-X, recovered from
Bali Satra in Nagaon appears to be pioneer in this regard. The original manuscript bears the
date 1461 Saka, corresponding to 1539 A.D. Commenting on this date K.K. Handiqui in his
introductory notes to Cliitra Bhagavata observes that this date is remarkable in view of the
tact that this paintings pertain to the school of Rajput-Mughal art and that the works of these
schools are fairly rare at such an early date.'® ' ) _

In the Assamese paintitigs it can be noticed that menfolk mainly soldners,.wz.\mors,
drummers and pipers are draped in Muslim attire with long ropes z.md characteristic head
sears. Similarly the rudc characters which are generally depicted with long beard resemble
the Muslim warriors of the time. Even in religious scenes we find thz}t in most cascs men
with bare bodies adorned with garlands and sandal Paste wear a Muslim type of cap \Vhlc.h
is know Mughalai Tupi in Assam. The firmness of lines with sharp turns *l‘“‘: Shol:t b;:\ar; s
considered to be one of the important characteristics of the Mughal school o .art.l \: ich is
Seen in the Assamese paintings. Again like the Mug.hal huntlfxg scenes we;f;‘f c:‘: \aa c%;::‘:)sf
O selected figures of men and animals busy in their respective wo;kts}:n ‘h ‘Sac; But, the
®ach which gives the action to the whole and.not the mamfestel r Kf‘llgregver .while the

Ssamese paintings lack of the intricacy of designs O.fthe Ml‘;gha ) k.s which deal with the
Monographs of the Mughal School save some of the illustrative v;::rral toment of fact™
Mythical “strive after no spiritual concePtlon buf e?b.odyua %:1 and the Assamese artists
see‘::e Assamese paintings ate rpainly Valsﬁn?vtae:\ns; per‘:sgu:s of ;estless energy of Krishna,
th 10 have endeavoured to evince there, (e 1  tics, the Assamese school appears

®divine Lord in all His acts. Thus with these characteristics,

t .
© e akin to (he Rajput-Mughal school of art:“
The Muslim types of garments were introduv

o . : i .Them
. \srrgng the Assamese officials by King Rudra s;;:\gt?l?gs being depicted with such wears,

l 1or and royal attendants in these Assamese :on of Rudra Singha.
S: SS u.s fhink thege works of art might have not Peffomed beforzﬂge ::21%:0(: possibly be the
+iKia observes subscribing other scholars’view that 1539 A.D.

\ ‘/_____—————"
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ed for the first time in the roy'fl\ court
ale character, particularly
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time of the illuminated Bhagavata of Bali Satra, which can so far be regarded as the earliest
specimen of the Assamese painting done in Vaishnava Satras. We can therefore, affirm that
these were the products of the eighteenth century done by Vaishnava artists of Assam, and
in their themes, spirits and styles fall in the line with Mughal-Rajput paintings.? But, some of

the Assamese scholars are not agree with this view. ‘
The paintings of Hasti Vidyarnava, a treatise on elephants, Sangkhachuda Badha

Kavya, Dharma Purana and perhaps the Geeta-Govinda, Which were composed during
the reign of Siva Singha (1714-1744), the successor of Radra Singha, marks the most
remarkable period in the development of Assamese painting in the Ahom court under MUE»“al
influence. The paintings inserted in the Hasti Vidyarnava are well-known for their artistic
merit. In their style and character these paintings show a clear sign of the influence of the
Mughal School of paintings. However, the following remarks of S.K. Bhuyan speak for
themselves :
“The greatest landmark in the age-long contact between Assam and the Islamic
world is, the gorgeously illustrated Assamese manuscript Hasti Vidyarnava compiled by
Sukumar Barkaith in 1734 A.D., under the orders of king Siva Singha and his chief quee?
Maharani Ambika Devi. This book is a treatise on elephant ........ When the author inserts 87
elephant do docile class which is a suitable animal for the king to ride upon; he actually
places king Siva Singha on the howdah of the elephant to illustrate his theme. Similarly
elephant which bring prosperity to the king are illustrated by a continuous stream of boxes?
presents from foreign courts as they are being delivered to the monarch. An obstinate 8"
untamable elephant is depicted as being turned out of the royal presence. 'f
Having thus prepared the canvas the author inserts in the book a large number ©
pictures depicting the king and the queen, their son Ugra Singha Tipam Raja, junior q“?ens’
maids and attendants of the palace, nobles, officers, subjugated chieftains, process‘?"s’
Hmdustani musicians and dancing girls and wrestlers. He also inserts the portraits of !
kings who l.nave heard the fame of king Siva Singha. Opposite every picture of the od
court there is a pointed scene of the portals of a Mughal palace with the Nahbat Khan?

other attendants in details, inserted as a set off to the Ahom counterpart ..... Ahom king aﬂd
his nobles are shown in the pictures of Hasti Vidyarnava as wearing the Mughal eae

dress. Ocassionally a fully blossomed rose is inserted in the hand of the monarch y
Mus

fashion of Mughal portraits. The drawing are the handiwork of two painters, Dilbar, 8 ¥
and Doshai, a Hindu; Dilbar was obviously employed to furnish the Mughal set“ngs e
Similar pain- tings of the period of Siva Singha’s reig, ...... bears indelible marks © o
influence of the Mughal school of paintings.”? ¢
Thus, it appears that in the enrichment of Assamese paintings the contribution ofmd
Muslims particularly the Mughals is quite significant. But, in spite of the deep influenc® o
resemblance with the Mughal paintings, their settings, thems and atmosphere aré AsS ¢

in the real sense of the term.
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Discourse on Gender
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The study of Gender was largely ignored by political thinkers until the re-emergence of
Fhe WO_m_en’s movement and feminism in the 1960s. Since than it has become a central concep*
m_femmlst th-eory tnd has received wider attention in the mainstream political analysis- Fro
gus pel:p]fctlve Gender po.litics draws attention to issues such as-women’s rights, ge“derqu’
I;gseit?gns.t € unrepresentation of women in politics and general professional and maﬂage"gl
- The term ‘Gender’ refers to distinctions between males and females in terms Oftheir
social role and status. Although the terms ‘Gender’ and ‘Sex’ are often used interchang&?ably 4
eveqfday.language, the distinction between them is crucial to social and political analysis: G
def_hlgh!lghts social or cultural differences between women and me pcl)l'll 'Cg denote$ i
logical dlﬂ"er.ences. In this context. Anthony Giddens has drawn a cleanr’ 5" tl' . t'ex betwee? ;
and gender in the following words : While Sex refers to physical dif?elzﬁégg of the bod

Gender concerns the psychologi i : fer
oles. psy gical, social and cultural differernces between males and

i i : : ’ {
Gender inequality means inequality which are not based on biological reasons; bu‘

because of social norms, traditions and cust Th
5 oms, : , i ol
So, gender is a social construct. In . .ey define the domain of women in $° hat
y & ct. In that case, the society decides what a man sho

uld do of
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should a woman do. Thus, while all women are members of the female sex, their gender roles
vary according to societies and families info which they are born.

The main thrust of all the discussion and analysis has been that the women are not
treated at par with men. Men subject them to all sorts of humiliations discriminations from
cradle to grave. Women are discriminated against in almost all socities on the basis of
gender. They do not get the same access to health care, education, economic rights as the
men of their societies do. In India also women are discriminated on the basis of gender.

The study of gender seems to be is incomplete without an understauding of Femi-
nism. Basically, feminism is an ideology that aims to advance the social role of women.
Feminist ideology is characterised by two basic beliefs, women and men are treated dif-
ferently because of their on sex. Secondly, unequal treatment can and ShO}lld be over-
turned. Their basic demand is equality of sex. Gender can also be un_derstood in relation to
Patriarchy It is discussed as 2 political structure where male dominates and propagates
women subordination as natural and inevitable. Thus gende'r 1s.c!1aractef|sed.m a d(.)mn.'xa-
tion and subordination framework. Patriarchy has brough_t with it mgquahty, d1§cnmmat|on
and deprivation of women on several cour:lts. This patriarchal society established an un-

i ip between men and women.

e po’l‘f\i’lirr:s::aﬁglsllt] lfI:)r emancipation of women bega}n in the early nineteenth century. It

was directed towards promoting the liberation, rights and interests as defined by women them-
B In the eighteenth century itself Mary Wollstonecraft’s -"A vindications of the Rights
of Wome: (1%92g)” - regarded as the text of modern feminism argued tha‘t women s_hou}d be
entitled to the same rights and priviliges as menon the grands tlfat they are human. bf:mgs ,she
thus established what was to become the fundamenthic principle of liberal feminism. In the
nineteenth century, the demands for female suffrage came through lh’e labour moment and
other agents of reform. Once female suffrage was gran?ed, the women’s movements .took up
issues such as equal pay for equal work, equal oPportumty, eradication of sexism. Whﬂe these
campaigns have been successful in achivingl tt_le'lr goals ttc; an extent, the ground reality does not

ecially in developing countries.

reflect comg lette lg:ldceC e:sjd:;ie Indi)'c(\ the femin];st movement based itself firmly on principles of
; s pr World Conference on women was held in Mexico to address the issue
equality. The first eve lowed by a second Conference on women at Copenhagen

of gender inequall lgtgs)lt :(Iia];:i?inogxﬁg%s)’ The report on the Status of Women in India (1974),
1 | al ' 3

51112 ?g;ll;]f;i(:)bn (of the International Women’s Decade by the UN (1975) and the women's

: ia has also
movements in he West also provided the focus and impetus for the mo"eme";ttlldtlz :ecuring
ratified various. ‘nternational conventions and human nghts mst?lm‘cnt: ;:1:;\1 D
equal rights for women such as ratification of Convention on Elimination 0t<

crimination against Women (CEDAW)in 1993.

g B RY
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Status of Women in India :
The women movement in India as it is known today has its origin in the 19th century.

Mahila Mandals were organised for the first time by the Arya Samaj and the Brahma Samiaj.

The All ihdia Women’s Conference (AIWC) was established in 1924 and went on to become

the single largest women organisation. Giving voice to many different grievances which in- -

cludes a variety of demands --education for women, economic i i i
. ety of ; ; ) equality, pension for widows,
the.nght of.mhenmnce, divorce etc. The right to vote which was initially raised by Sarojini
Nanflu, Annie Besant and others in 1917 was again raised by the AIWC along with the Women’s
India Assqcla.tu.)n and the National Council of Women in India. Mahatma Gandhi, more than
:gz,li(t)yﬂ:;r;:g"e‘::::] h:; been .sﬁeen as drawing women into the real polities. He felt that the
bil make sacrifics made women especiall icipating i -
violent movement for the liberation of the motherlanl: Y capable of paricipalfig > "
In the post independence India, state has been instrumental in considering the issues

covering women. The efforts of the State has been supported and pushed forward by the

NGOs and intérnational agencies working at the international levels. The conference on the

x:ust:f wo:} en metin Fe5, while etnphasizing women right as part of human rights it ur
the ;ﬁ'h c:::i, :;:iz V:zls‘i;‘tﬁ:iaga;lnst woren (domestic, cultural, social - such as dowry, sale of
lafivism’ | p on, honour killing etc.) without hiding behind the pretext of ‘cul

The India Consitution has several articles designed to secure gender equality and non

g:s;hnt;nal::t;(]):o Ill :hpeﬂﬁ? terms, these are embodied in Articles 14,15 and 16 of Fundamen'®
I indi n 3(;’3“‘_0“5 provisions qf Directive Principles of State Policy. |
edacation fooda’ affllxlmzi glequ;hty is quite prevalent. The women have no equal accesS tf’
decision-m aking process é’"’d ealth, property, employment or to the political and economi®
table property rights e e“f er inequality take various forms like - adverse sex ratio, ined"”
Gonder dsoriit s V:firy, en.u.lle foet.lclde and infanticides, higher female mortality €
Any assessment of :)hn and atrocities against women have been an ugly face of Indian societ)
women in India is culetus tatus of women has to start from a social famework. The status ©
society is largely d etem.r::ir:glon am.i age specific. The status of women in the family 2*
factors in different regions y fhe socio-economic, cultural, polital, eligious and geogapi®®
comparison to the statfs of n:) ;hcoun'uy - In general, the status of women is evaluated ™
ation are the demographic stZ&s tlf:;lajoll;ﬁmpmcal indicators that are utilized for thisoV2
and pattern and the political statu,s calth status,the literacy status, the employment i
In India, si inni ‘ j
was 946 femals to 1000 males. But according :za;o?ct;e,?;ie; to 1000 males, an(: i: t1)95000
fnales on.ly. Thus, t!le phenomenon of ‘invisible’ girl child is settiiur X lt'[l*; - ferga ’ atic
in the child sex ratio seems to have taken place in the states of Pﬁ;;lub (;;g;’s;;ar;l:na (8200
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Himalchal Pradesh, Gujrat and Maharashra. The socio-cultural factor responsible for this
unfavourable sex ration are the extreme form of patriarchy that depreves even the reproduc-

tive rights to women. It results in son preference and female foeticide. The increasing practice

of dowry is also responsible for son preference besides religious superstitions. All these factors

have created a social perception casting girlsas liabilities economically and socially. »
Despite rapid growth in literacy in post Independence India, gender deprivation still

exists and needs to be overcome. In 1951, the female literacy rate was 7.3 percent which

increased to 54.16 percent in 2001 as com 10 75.85 percent male literacy. The major
indicators of health status in India bring out the dismal status of women. The adverse sex ratio
and female life expectancy in India is mainly due t0 high female mortality rate. .
In India, women have been granted franchise right. by the constitutfon. But women are
not adequately represented in the Lok Sabha and state legislative assemblies. The percentage -
ed. 15 percent in the Lok Sabha. The highest

of women parliamentarian hasat 0o time ex . .
was in the Fifteenth Lok Sabha (2009-14) at 13.80 percent in a total membership of 544. On
reased considerasly is at the Panchayat level. The 33%. -

nce has inc
Jevel brought about by the 73rd and 74th Amenments

area where women’s prese pri

reservati the panchayat an &b 6 /1C & :

has be‘:n(:la?l:d :spthe moys!tl jmportant and revolutionising countitutional innovations brought

about i 60 years. The experience of women atthe panch ’

factutthl:tt::;oazture t):) mass politics can often significantly change a women's leve}_ of aware-

ness, even if she hasno prior experience- AConstitutional Amendment Bill has been introduced
. rvation for women in the Parliament and State Assem-

in Parliament to provide 33 precent resery i .
blies. But the bill has become f,onuoversnal and is hanging fire.

i men :

Wdence’[ﬁf?:ﬁieﬁ%f violence against women, a5 anywhere else, in also noticed in India.

Despite several legislative measures. adopted in favour of women, countless \.women contin_u,g

to bevictims of discrimination and violence eveninthe face of :spreqc}"ofeduc?tlon and women's

gxadual economic independence. Women are subjected to various km.ds of vnok?mc?, which can .
zed as(i) criminal violence - 1ape, abduction and murder, (ii) domestic vm}ence wife

, sexual abuse, maltreatment of widows and

elderly wom ing the women {0 commit female foeticide
i house, denial of share in property etc.
i oung widow to £0 back to her pfxmnts , deni i
%n:st? rcgf;: g alsog responsible for violence against women espoeclally .the Dalit women. Thus,
the hsy to face the r and caste. Atrocities agmnf.s'twomenn\p}-\so?m;:r(l
cus)t,o(?ve . idows wome :n mental hospitals, handicapped and disp
alcare, :ible aspects of atrocites against women. The erosion of

and refugee women aré 0 . :minal tendenCies m SOc‘éty’ poor enfomemem of 1egal pl'OVi'

raditonal vales,MCTSSE L ce in the media have contributed to greater atrocities inthe

sions, excessive depiction of violen

Society.
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Empowerment and Gender Justics - .
ffective strategy to cope with gender based discrimination and

Empowerment is an €
attain gender equality. The concept of empowerment flows from that of power. Empowerment
st inadequately. It essentially means

simply means the power where it does not exist or exi
decentralization of authority and power. It aim at getting participation of deprived section of

people in decesion making process. ,
Women’s empowerment as a phenomenon is not something new. It has been there

throughout the history in all societies. What could be considered new is its increasingly coming
used as a social movement and being looked at as an ideology. Now it has been
reshaped from women’s welfare to their development to empowerment. What is further new
is the increasing realisation and recognisation that empowering women is absolutely essential,
rather imperative, for familial, societal, national and international development and progress-
Empowerment of women mean equipping women to be economically independent, self-reliant
and enable them to participate in development activities

Economic empowerment is one of the primary condition for improving the social status
of women. India has launched several schemes for economic empowerment of women suc
as Support to Training and Employment Programme for women (STEP) opening of employ-
ment cum-income generating production units, vocational training programme, Mahila Samridhi
Yojana (MSY) and various support services for women like the ICDS and creches.

The battle for gender justice has been a long drawn struggle. The sustained efforts of
social reformers, even in the face of resistance from social orthodoxy, have given impetus to
the cause of gender justice. The provisions of the constitution, various laws and judgements ©
the courts have their own contributions to the cause of gender justice. Count judgements ha¥®
also started invoking international conventions like CEDAW to make a stronger casé or
v'vomen’s justict;. Institutions like the National Commission for Women (NCW) and the Nea-
tional Human Rights Commission (NHRC) are carrying out detailed investigations of injustic®®
against women. Right from the first Five Year plan, the issue of providing equal status 10
women .has been shalrp.ly focussed in our development process. While the first four plans have
empherizes on organising various welfare activities and giving high priority to women’s "
tion, the Fifth and.Slxth plans witnessed a shift in approach from welfare to overall develoP”
ment c?f women with a three-pronged thrust on health, education and employment of wome™
The Elght plan (1992-97) made a further significant shift from development to women’s © ]
powerment. The strategy of ‘Women’s Component Plan’ in the Ninth Plan provides for ensu”
ing that a minimum of 30 percent of funds flow to women from all ministries and depal'ﬂnents'
The Tenth Plan (2002-2007) talks of the need to gender sensitise the different organs Ofgo-:i
ernment. It proposes to continue the major strategy of empowering women as agents of so¢*

change with a three fold strategy of (a) social empowerment (b) economic empowerme®

out in public,

the adoption of gender budgeting and auditing and (c) gender justice. In its march toW ”
) (4

gender justice, India declared 2001 as the year of women empowerment. Thus, the gov
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ment of India’s strategy for empowerment of women is two pronged while mai ; .

also being focussed upon.

The Way Forward :

The post independence phase has witnessed a i
gender justic.:e. The women are showing considerable am::;(;u;o:ﬁgf;gzznu:lmd
hterac.y has increased appreciably, They are gradually getting a share in the political ;
Equality and justice for half the population therefore, demand greater participation of w!:;zm?.
the decision making bodies from top to the grassroots level. Modernization, Urbanizatio riesl; in
female education, spread of media of mass communications and Westernization have%rougll;-t
substantial changes in man-woman relationships in the contemporary society. The 'ﬁght' for
gender equality from liberation to emancipation to empowerment has to be a continuing struggle
to demolish negative social attitudes. A lot remains to be done in terms of giving them enough
confidence and space to carry on the struggle further. Here lip service would not serve the
cause of gender equality. Words should be matched with concrete deeds and groundéd on

gender justice.

® ] object to violence because when it appears to do good, the good

is only temporary; the evil it does is permanent.
- Mahatma Gandhi

® Dignity consists not in possessing honors, but in the consciousness

that we deserve them. )
- Aristotle

right thing in the right place, but far

®  Remember not only to say the :
’ aid the wrong thing at the tempting

more difficult still, to leave uns

moment - Benjamin Franklin

®  FEducation i vision for old age.
cation is the best pro f - Aristotle,

gender in all policies and programmes across all sectors, women-specific interventions were

\
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What is History ?

Shahrukh Hussain
T.D.C. 2nd Semister

There are many worng thinking about the “History” among the students of our
modern life. Day by day it becomes a more complex problem in our modern social life. Every
student of our days think that History is the boring subject, But actualy not that is. They think
that we just study about the war in between two kings. We just study about the born or died

about the kings but that is not the real fact. Actualy without knowing about our history we
he mother 0

can’t reconstruct our present life. Actualy “History isnota subject alone, itist
subjects”.
The word “History” is drivoled from the greek word “jstia” meaning “inquiry”s research
or exploration. The great person from grece namely “Herodotus” was the first who wrote history
about the war “Peloponnesian” between the Greeks and the Romans. So we the historians Cal'
him the “father of history”. After that the one Roman person who wrote history in scient! 16
method that was “Jhucydies”. So we know him as the scientific father of history.
There are many scholar in the world who give the defination about the History: ¢
have a look about those definations which is given in below -
' According to the great philosopher Aristitle, “History as, an accouﬂ
ing past”.
Accord%ng to the Francis Bacon, “History is a discipline which makes men wise”-
According to Lecky, “History is the record and explanation of moral revolutiOn”-
J.B. Bury said that, “History is a science no more no less”
According to Crose, “All History are confemporary”. ' !
iut thecl J ohn Secley said, “History is the past politics and politics is the present hist0 th‘;
. a::nc((i);1 i;nf% (t:c:SE H. Carr, “History is a continuous process of interaction petwee”

Adn according to the great businesman Henry Ford, “History is a Bank o af
Actualy when we say that, “What is History” th,en we can say that History 5
account of past fac.:ts and happinings. Where we can become to know that what kind © ’focl
su.-ucture on that time in that place. So that is History. History is not a subject pecause ! e
H1sfory we can study about all thinks of part like. Politics, economis, social syste™ ief {0
Religious system and how the mens become to civilizec,l How do:es our earth coTﬁ

tof the unchang’

change day by Fegisa s History, So, it is my short account on about ‘w
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Now days almost everything boils down
to fashion cloths, accessories, hairstyle, ora smal
thing like the mobile phone. The mobile phone has
won the hearts of all cetegories people, from red
carpet celebrities to railway laborers, from cheekly
teenagers to slow paced elders. It is easy to carry
and communicate from person to person.

A few years ago, the cell phone was a
luxurious item now, it no longer is. Because with
growing necessity of the device, manufactures
have realized how profitable it can be if they let
them out at an affordable rate. According to glo-
bal statistics the worlds mobile phone installed base
15 billion during 2004. Truly the mobile phone is
achieving incredible rates both in price and poor
developing nations as well.

A major example of the benefits of the
mobile phone is Grameen Telecommunication; a
Bangladesh based non-profit organization that ;
Provided low - cost phone services in rural ar- — o

eas. Using money borrowed from Grameen Bank, village entre preneurs purchas;ed mobile

phones which they then used to sell phone service to customers - other villagers by the call.
hones at the village level; enter preneurs pur-

There are several beneficiaries of mobile p
chased who make money by selling phone serice to villages on a per use basis; sellers of per
paid phone cards including poor urban youths and small business owners; users of phones

who gain business and employment opportunities mentioned above.
Besides the telecom industry has been rendering various other services to society.
health camps is collaboration with local NGOs or

Some private telecom companies organize mf :
medical practitioners, Of sponsor academic and artistic events for the betterment or society
arati Airtel is facilitating blood donation through the medium of SMS,

and ........ the youth Bh hion ! :
where it connects the donor of the recipient. Through this Airtel blood Bank service, the
hich is tall free. An acknowledgement

receiver sends an SMS Blood message to 55200, W |
goes from 55200 to the member from which SMS was received. There .after. the donor

contacts the recipient directly. With the technological boom that tl_le.world is going through
the Mobile phone has become an indispensable asset. So w_hether itis f:or company proﬁt' or
increase in national per capita income, the use of the mobile phone will keep on rendering

valuable service to mankind for years t0 come,

MOBILE - THE
WORLED OF
FASHION

Nazrul Hussain 4
T.D.C.2nd Year
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GENDER EQUALITY
AND
SOCIAL PROGRESS

Sk. Lutfor Rahman
Asstt. Professor
(Deptt. of Economics)

Inequality between men and women is one of the most significant disparities in
many societies, and this is particularly so in India in relative terms compared with men,
even within the same families. This is reflected not only in such matters as education and
opportunity to develop talents. But also in the more elementary field of nutrition, healtl'l,
and survival. Indeed the mortality rates of females tend to exceed those of males. There “Is
much direct evidence, in India and in the other countries with a sharp deficit” of women, of
relative neglect of the health and well-being of women leading to survival disadvantage ©
females vis-a-vis males over long periods. In fact, it is rather striking that the demographi
“backward” regious of India tend to be those where gender relations are highly uned' *
Thisapplies particularly to the large north India states. Even in Punjab and Haryana, m £
and ferlility rates are not much lower than the all India averages, despite very high levels®
per capita income in comparison with other states of India. and

Conversely, slates which have experienced rapid prograss in improving bealth "

reducing mortality and fertility are often those where women play an important social of
economic role. Two striking examples are Kerala and Manipur. The empowerment®
women has had a different basis in each case : the ealty promotion of female literacy ha:
played a crucial role in Kerala, while other sources of female involvment (including th ”
economic roles of women) appear to have been more central in the case of Manipur B
the common feature is that, in both cases, women have endid up with a fare more ed
and active role in the society than their sisters in, say, the large north Indian states- A?ty
correspondingly, there has been far more progress in the fields of health and m°’muin
reduction, and just in terms of reducing the female disadventage in surrival, but
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improving survival chaces for every one there is in which thi C
obvious. Given the gender divisioan labour thatml;wm‘;}: ﬂfl.llic?mw{qn 1S quite
health, and related matters typi . mostofIn dia, nutrition, child
. e typically depend primarily on women s decisions and actions, It
is hardly surprising that social achievements. In this domain are more impressive wh ;
women are better education, more resourceful, more valued, more influential and ener:“re
move equal agents within the household and in society. 8 Y
The importance of women’s agemcy, of course, is not :
demographic change. When the creative abilities and personal m:&%ﬁggg:zft‘gzg:; g; :
the society are stified by constant subjugation, inaddition to the drugery of constant domestic
work and child bearing, social opportunities are suppressed ina wide-range of domains
Even the level of economic production s likely to be higher, other things being equal, in ;
society where women are able to engage in a diverse range of activities compared ;vith
that in a society where their life is confind to domestic work. The realers of politics and
social can also be considerably enriched by the active participation of women. ‘
This general connection, too emerges from broad inter-regional comparisions,
Kerala not only has much lower levels of mortality and fertility than Uttar Pradesh or
Rajasthan, it has also made far more progress in removing traditional social in qualities, in
using public services as a basis for enhancing the quality oflife, and in evolving a vigorous
civil society. By comparision, the large north Indian states are notorious for the persistence
of feudal agrarian relations, for the continued oppression of disadvantaged castes, for
chaotic public services, and for the comprehensive coppuption of political institutions.
Evenin comparison with south Indiaasa whole, these north India states present a picture
of resilient social backwardness. If one wereto lopk for the deep historicé.l background of
these inter-regional contrastsin the nature of society and politics, the positionof womenin
Society is certainly one of the influences that would command attention. s

Whatis also triking is how the gender factor can overpower many other influences

hat Oﬁen i i igious id llﬁly and national boundaries. The
recetvi t1 suchas religious 1de: )
. cetve more attention, ul ol

n . .
UMmong iini?l:l?’s Zggzéiﬁeamﬁaﬁeg;yhi or Sikhs, leading not only to severe t:emale
forer, A0tage in child survival butalsoto the persistence of very highlevels oi: mortality agd
Crtility, Similarly, it is remarkable that Keralaand Sri Lankahave somuchin ;?)mmd::; in
ten:s of Socjal achievements, cutting actoss the religions, cultural, and national boundaries.

. > Co . : e (which includes less patriarchal
sy ertage ofless nequal gender et (a greater prominence of women

s p syste . rights and

n ms, less male dominated property nghis:

Il”:J.Or Ntial economic, social, and political activities) appears to bea causal factor of
lmportan(:e ’ ]
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By way of conclussion, we would like to focus on for elementary points, First, the
persistence of extraotdinarily high levels of gender inequality and fefrale deprivation are
among India’s most serious social failures. Few other regious in the world have achieved
so little in promoting gender justic.

,, Secotid, gerider inequality does not decline autonalically with the process of
econornic growth. In fact, we have been that some important forces tperate in the reverse
direction. Eveh where economic growth has a positive influence of the status of women,
e.g. by expanding female employment oppottunities or literacy rates, this influence tendsto
be slow and indirect. It is important to aim at more redical and rapid social change besed
on public action. Third, gender inequality isnot only a social failure in itself, it also leads 0
other social failures. We have found this link in some detail with particular referance 0
child mortality and general fertility, but have also pointed to similar links that apply in order
fields where the agency of women is important.

Finally, the agency of women as a force for chage is one of the msot neglected
aspacts of the development literature, and this neglect applies as forcefully or more in India
as anywhere else. there has, happily, been a growing awareness in recent years of the
disadvantaed predicament of women in India society. That under standing of the victimization
of women has to be supplemented by a recognition of women as agents of social chang®
Ifis not merely that more justice must be received by women, but also that social justic®
can be acyiﬁvcd only through the active agency of women. The suppression of women
ffrom participation in social, political, and economic lite hurts the people as a whole, not

just women. Those regions in India, such as Kerala, which have moved in the direction ©

more gender equality have received more forall from that. The emancipation of wome? is
an integral part of social progress, not just “Women’s issue”. | '
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HINAYA
(EXPRESSION AND MIME)

Lonishri Das
T.D.C. Ist Year

Nirtrya is related to psychological states (bhava) and sentiments (rasas).

Human life is multi-faceted and the people therefore exh ibit different emotions at
different times depending on the persons and_the circumstances }hat they face. _Such emo-
tions, feeling or sentiments have been described as rasa of which there are nine. Bhav:a
refers to the expression of such emotions..To_be precise, 'rasa.refers to t}le perssmal experi-
ence of emotions by a person while bhava indicates the mimetic expression or display of the
emotions by the artiste the dancer or the actc_)r. Bhava conveys to the spectator of the
auduence the rasa or emotion which the partlcula:.cha}racter (that the danf:er portrays)
experiences as per the song. It is a sort of communication by.the dancer without herselt
going through the emotion. But the bhava is so brought out that it transports the spectator to
the scene depicted in the song and he or she is able to transcend the present and vibrate in

the same wave - length as the character portrayed. : -
Bhava has been classified as sthayibhava and sancharibhava. Sthayi means permenent

and sanchari, transitory. In other worls, the st'hayi bhava denotes the bas‘ic emotiofns or
feelings that we lodged in the sub - conscious mind all the _tlmc. The sz}n;ha::bh.e;;? refers tg
the passing feelings or fleeting sensations. Bharata mentions a_bopt h'g tTt ag;ﬁ:::(sl aaI; ;
shamabhava representing indifference or neutr'flhty or equamm}ty is a s:s e
sthayibhava, making total of nine. Correspondingly, there are ine rasas '

RASA STHAYIBHAVA
Rati
Sringara (Love) Hasa
Hasya (Humour) Shoka
Karuna (Pity, kindness) Krodha
Roudra Anger, fury) S
m— U el B0 3
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Veera (Valour, heroism) Utsaha
Bhayanaka (Fear) Bhaya
Beebhatsa (Disgust) Ju'gupsa
Adbhuta (Wonder) Vismaya

Shanta (Tranquallityor contentment) Shama (Nirveda)

Just as the rhythm is maintained by the footwork, and the mudras are excuted by the

hand gestures, the bhava is expressed though the movements of the eyes, the eye - bI'OWS.

and the lips. For exmple, Sringara can be expressed through adhomukha shira with sachi

drishti and smiling lips. Similarly, Sama Shira with alokita drishti can with raised eyebrows

and smiling lips, express adbhuta and would with stiff lips (to give an indication of brown)
express roudra. Given below a brief description of rasas and sthayibhavas :

1. Sringara (Rati) : This stands for romance and romantic love and ffxtend:s to
beauty and beautification. Pains of separation from the loevr are avery important ingredient
of this rasa. .

2. Karuna (Shoka) : This means kindness and is of ten exhibited fondlmg.cholds
petting an animal or soothing someone in distress. This rasa includes an element of pity and
sorrow too. ‘

3. Veera (Utsaha) : This expresses valour or bravery and is associated with the
right....... person who destroys the evil and protects the innocent. This portrays gnerally the
triumph of the good over the evil.

4. Hasya (Hasa) : Humour or mith as normally expressed by an out burst of laugh-

ter in a happy or comical situation. It can also be used to express mischief. .
S. Adbhuta (Vismaya) : Surprise at seeing someone or experiencing something
unexpected or rare.
6. Bhayanaka (Bhaya) : The emotion of fear or terror apprehension. -
7. Beebhatsa (Jugupsa) : The feeling of hatred or disgust or uneasiness or dl.Sllk&
8. Roudra (Krodha) : Anger at being wronged or disappointed or insulted or at disobe”
dience of command. o b
9. Shanta (Shama) : Peace, tranquillity or contentment obtained by meditation or bY
renunciation of worldly desires. Shanta is usually an attribute of Lord Buddha, sages an

sanyasis. -
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| lm?gef interested in the cultural life of India,

In India, even today after 62 years of
Indenpendence democratic governance the
plight of dalits, tribals, dowhtrddden and poor
has not improved in fact it has worsened. The
government and public Servants just pay up
services to dalits and totally failed to uplift them
in Fifty nine years of Indenpendence. The
bureaucratic 'Tron cage' never wants them to ||
come out of their shells. So that they can be
easily overridden in power games and used in
vote-bank politics. As a matter of fact this
socio-economically disempowered group still

continue to be scavengers. Needless as it is

to say that all this never goes to records, Even 9
today in India, the practice of carrying human §©

e€xcreta on head still persists. .
What is the use of India becomes on

IT power or knowledge base. What is the use | %
if India sends its own Satellites on its own [

rockets at space ? Have these scientific
achievethents devolved, percolated to dalits
and poor in the society. Has it benefited them
in any way ?

So for the history has always ignored
the dalits like it did to all other disempowered.
Itnarrated success not failure, and so the dalit
Subalterns did not merit a place it it. During
the ¢olonial rules after the shock ihflicted by
the 1957 mutiny, the British rulers were no

iy transforming Indian society. For instance,
?lthcugh they were aware of the inhumanity
tm}e:erent fn untouchability they did nc.)t m{tlaw
lae:turilractlce. They seem to have instmctlv.ely
Untouz;d t_hf‘t .the caste system, of Wth}l
Strat -abl.l“y is an ugly offshoot, served their

a .
Tey °8IC interests by preempting armed

0 i
Cuj '0ns singe the divisive nature of caste

Aiofgg

9%s not encourage people to unite on

Subaltern
Subjectivity

B and Resistance

Mozbul Haque Choudhury
Asstt. Prof, (Dept. of English)
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social or poliﬁcal grounds. The colonial rule thus made no difference to the cultural life of the
Indians, except in a superficial way. Untouchability being primarily a socio-cultural construct,
and the unhealthy social practices of the Indians having been expediently left untouched by
the British rulérs, the ritual subordination of the dalits continued all through the colonial era.

Untouchability was finally abolished only in 1950 by the Indian constitution which
recognized the Right to Equality as a fundamental right. Not that the constitution gnd
Independence have made a great differece to the dalit social life in the post-colonial period
since the age old prejuduces, deeply ingrained in the upper caste consciousness, continued to
prevail. Independence marked only the plitical liberation from the colonial yoke, and not the
attainment of social freedom. The dalits are the worst victims of political dictatorship and
social dictatorship, otherwise known as.the cruel and unhealthy social practices that single
out large sections of the Indian populace for harassment of various kinds on the basis of
castes into which they are born by a biological accident. .

Decades of anti-disability legislation, poverty alleviation programmes and other official

measures aimed at empowering the dalits and wipe out tha stigma of untouchability, and dalit
activism of the recent decades have not exactly succeeded in maintreaming them. Although
most dalit organizations have noble aims at heart their focus has been primarily on reservation
quotas and related privileges rather than integration of the dalits with the rest of the Indians
society or their economic advancement. The large majority of the dalits are working mostly
as wage workers, farm hands, bonded labourers, cobblers, leather workers, street sweepers,
and manual scavengers are who live mostly in the villages and have very little or no access
to education, do not hope to benefit from reservations all that much. It is this class of dalits
that suffer the worst social ostracism and economic exploitation. They continue to live on the
margins of the Indian society, in sub-human conditions are exploited, ostracized, and socially
excluded.

In the post - Colonial era, Arundhoti Roy, in my opinion a great champion of the
cause of the Dalit and the deserted, in her novel The God of Small Things points out those
unnoticed shades of a social problems which generally escape the eyes of social scientists-
The aim of this fictional work in contructing dalit social history 'from below’ could only be t0
sensitize the Indian society to the pangs and sufferings of the dalits, and to project the issu®
on the world stage. This later point acquires added significance in the context of the Indian

government's inexplicable opposition to the global discussion of caste discrimination, and
violation of the dalit human rights. This novel seems to do precisely what the government has
failed to do- initiate an intrnational debate on the question of caste.
But I will first briefly depicts the stories of dalits in this novel The God of small
Things of Post-colonial era, then account for the dalit subjectivity by discussing the various
discourses that construct it and how the dalit protagonist resist the subordination in their oW?
way, and finally assess the achievements of this novel in social terms. ,
In Rot's novel The God of Samll Things, the Nehruvian idealism was replaced by

N
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cynicism and despair. Independence had not delivered
remained as backward as they had always been.

The God of Small Things of Roy is about the untouchable para o
i Vi
gifted young man who thoughtlessly enters int paravan, Velutha, a

i o aclandestine love affair witha S ian Christi
divorcee and mother of two children, called Ammu. When the love a affair cony;s to light ;2

is falsely c.harged with kidnapping the children and murdering their cousin and is put to death
by the police. The love affair he has with an upper caste woman is a mere pretext; his real
mistake is to want to rise above the station his caste permitted. His success activates ancient

prejudices and poses a challenge to the upper caste social forces who involuntarily form
themselves into a punishing force and finally erase them.

The sordid condition of the dalits in this novel is clearly explained by the Indian
society's unwillingness to chainge-Independence or no Independence. Appearances have
changed, political set up has changed but attitudes and mindsets have remained unaltered.
The upper caste social group nonchalantly practice untouchability and feel none the worse
forit. Several discourse are invoked to legitimize this inhuman practice. Being institutionalized,
ways of thingking discourses affect our views in unimaginable ways. The discourses the
Indian upper caste are governed by taking on a sinister shape vis—a—Yis their trreatment of the
dalits. The upper castes are often aware of the social, economic and other advantag‘es
accruing to them by the prevakence of these discourses. The qovel presents.the social
history of the dalits mainly in the form of their response to these discourses. Their response
often takes the form of resistance to the subjectivity the di.scourse. seefks to put them to.

The most important of them is the religious-dh‘armxc-}cflrmlc discourse. The Pnesrly
class which originated the caste system consolidat.ed its position and safeguarded 1tsfcl.ass
interests by imposing religious dogmas on the basis of Sth caste system. In c(c;urse of time
Caste came to be viewed as divinely ordained institutions and pe.o.ple stoppfi 1c.luesttl:omng
their relevance or legitimacy. This system assigned the l.o».vest posmonhof the da ;ts— ar:);h a;e
At the botton of the social pyramid and utterly under privileged. For thousand of ye y
. of slaves. Manu Sambhita, for instance,
3ys down that "the dwellings of candelas and Svapakas shall be outside the village, they

Must be made apapatras, and their wealth (shall bﬂ’i) do;g;l ;:3 gg}“ﬁ?’jvéﬁagge} the dalits
o oc :
Religion, dharma and karma have ﬂequemcj{laracters seem {o believe in this social

om maki i in life. The upper caste b n this

hierarchy :Sgsl;ﬁggfl;:eedn:);nreligion and rendered acceptable byfttrﬁdl;:;;; 'fl;l;illr ﬁrl:lilvi; :{)ef
1onitioned to automatical ly objecttoany deviation on the part ot the Calll>

"€ Prescribed for them by the shastras.

Prac; Although The Hindu upp_er‘caste

See '°® of untouchability, the religious afl _

MSto make 5 difference. In kerela the Syrian Chri

" Zealously than the Hindu upper caste themse

on the promises it made-the dalits

sible for the continued
ressor nor of the dalits
ractices untouchability
ristian by birth but a

s are frequently held respon
ffiliation, neither of the opp
stian community p
Ives. Velutha, a Ch

AR YA E (SR



fofgga

paravan dalit all the same, receive the harshest treatment possible from his corel; gionists for
breaking the unwritten laws, including the love laws, governing the dalit lives. Religion
conversion has not socially elevated the dalits, nor improved their material conditions. They
have continued to remain as dalits whatever religion they possess. |
In the post-Independence period the upper caste power, granted by tradition, is sought
to be reinforced by the political power which has been readily appropriated by the upper
castes. The second most important discourse that ensures dalits subjectivity therefore is
political power which is most often misused to oppress the dalits and to project upper caste
interests. In The God of Small Things Comrade K.N.M Pillai represents the Communist
Party that fights for workers' rights everywhere in the world but in Kerala it never overtly
questioned the traditional values of a caste-ridden, extremely traditional community" (Roy66)-
Velutha's being a card holding member of the Communist Party, his participation in
political demonstration and his desperate appeal to Comrade Pillaj on the eve of his arrest do
not help him. In Comrade Pillai's opinion Velutha is a Paravan first and foremost, and therefore
he deserves to be treated accordingly. And so he assures Inspector Thomas Matthew that
Velutha does not enjoy "the patronage or protection of the Communist Party that he was on

his own" (Roy262-62). Comrade Pillai could have saved Velutha's life but he chooses not to,
primarily because Velutha is a dalit,

If mature political democracy remains still a mj
been seriously contemplated in India. Indian society fre
victimizes individuals guilty of the slightest deviation fro
Even a faint sign of defying social codes, or a feeble prot
is sure to result in harassment and ostracism. Since the
favour of the upper castes, and against the dalits, the upper caste members of society turn

into unofficial enforcers of the dictatorial socia] norms. For falling in love with a 'touchable’
woman and thus breaking the ancient laws that forbad i

and the dalits, the touchable policeman in The God of
Velutha, and inflict fatal injuries on his body. The poli
social responsibility, as "inoculating acommunity agaj
In all the above instances of cruelty towards

society act out of an unacknowledged sense of duty to
dalits seem to disturb. There is thus a lot to explain h
The last but perhaps the most important
subordination of the dalits is the caste-based economic
considering the fact that most Hindy practices and tab
has theorized untouchability to be "

rage, social democracy has never
quently doubles as a dictator and
m the established ways of thinking.
est against an unfair social practice
social codes are loaded heavily in

ceman looks upon their savagery as @
nst an outbreak" (Roy309).

the dalits the upper caste members of
wards the established order which th
ere in psychological terms.

factor that contributes to the ritua!

discourse. This discoursse is important

00s have an economic basis. AmbedKkar

...... more than a religious system. It is also an economic
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The economic discourse extends to the professions traditionally reserved for the
dalits, They are expected to be happy with their unclean and demeaning occupations and
never aspire to higher professions. If they do, they can be sure to earn the disapproval and
his discouragement of the upper caste collegues and selt-appointed custoedians of social -
norms. Velutha is a gifted carpenter and highly skilled mechanic working at the pickle factory
owned by Ammu's family. His accomplishments oblige his employers to put him in charge of
the general maintenance. The upper caste collegues resent this ff)r 'z_mciex{t reasons' (Roy121).
During a conversation with Ammu's brother, Chako, Comrade Pll!al putsit qgwn point blank ;

"That Paravan is going to cause thouble for you", he said. "Take it from me ..... get
him a job somewhere else. Send him off" ..... "He may be very well oka): as a person. But
other workers are not happy with him. Already they are coming to me with complaints ....
You see, Comrade from local standpoint, these caste systems are very dee'p rooted." '

Velutha, like other dalits in this novel, pays with life, among other things, for crossing

i ies demarcated ages ago.

" econ'l?ll:]t::eb:r:r-l:i:nr;fasrddiscourses cgnstantly seelf to construct dalit subjectivity. 'I"};ﬁy
work at the subtle psychological level and off:er unfair advantages.to the upper c:kSteS;i t e
upper castes are therefore unwilling to questl.on th-em and the dal;ts aredtoo w.e; ;Im t;o
scattered to oppose them. For taking on any evil social system people nec; ;o unite. o.\;)rﬂ. e
caste system is characterized by graded inequality, which gutomatxcall_y excludes any pozs'l 'dltﬁ
of a united opposition. This principle applies to the dalits as well.smce the};I t%(')l?re “;111 e
into many castes; they too fight among themselves, and even practice g‘uouch? lity, pe .?:
because of the unconscious absorption of t.he upper (.taste lde.ology. jiven t ;lsl scenaru:: ;s :e
certainly difficult to visualize the possibility of a unitted dalit opposition to the upper
Oppress?tn: in this context that the dalit charracters' resistance to the hostile discm}rse
should be \l:ewed. Velutha of The God of Small Things has all the advantage of eo:lucat:o?(i

if he has to struggle a great deal to abtain it, and the benefit of exposure of thc? wor
o social context. His levels of understanding for surpassing that

ide their social immediate . Tis lev .
ggi;l:ir parents, and so he protests against the injustices they are subjected to. Velutha, who

enter and cechanic at a pickle factory,
i ith several natural talents, becomes a carpenter chas . AC
;snilngoweg(:: lfor a moment think of taking to toddy tapping which is famnly'ts t:;:‘:‘g;:ll
profe:;‘s)“ Thus the choice of their profession i & formTl(:f ﬂ;el;;;s:;atzct;e?r resistance
' i to the upper castes. They de ‘ _

Values that seek to subordinate thers :shed orders, and without seeking to subvert it.

i  onine the rationale of the established orders, : ! rual
Plent bTiqueSt‘Ki::::ge of this dalit character has been feeble, sporadic ar;ctihlagi&‘ig'slil:g::eml
but it is certiir::)l/ssuggestive of amove in the.right dirﬁigg,ntznatﬂ:‘f;: ?he dealits ven further
Co . . ach to the problem 1s more ¢ That is why
f O:;lfrtcl)lr:amt::::;ﬁ::nl:r&dian society and mark them off far .greag;\ilagrs\j:ments and battle

adumbrated earlier on that the affirmative economic policies 0 :

\
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cries of the dalit activists, even if they have their own relevance, are unlikely to erase caste
identities and abliterate untouchability since they seem to ignore the importance of a-social
agenda faimed at bringing the dalits into the mainsiream. Therefore, while the dalits should do
everythmg they can to hel;? t_hemss:lves, the way the dalit characters of this novel The God of
Small Things has done, civil society organizations, the media rights group, conscientious
members of the society and above all creative writers should step in to help the,m and facilitate
their rapid integration with the larger Indian society. This integration will be the final and
lasting solution, and it can be better achieved through-psychological transformation within
the count]zl/ 'fmccli_ngrallprissure applied from outside. The aforesaid mentioned organizations,
groups and individuals- being articulate am ings- si i
castes to the terrible sufferings of the dalits.ong SiEEtitneseom saslpramnmifzs hezgg
There is a well known example in history which is ki
soc-ial project. During the Victorian Era, Charle]sﬁ;yDickensl'jsr ?L‘ZSCEEZ:]C;?::’Z:; :2:: 113{111;?1;);
society. A.s nothing else had ever been done before, and led to the reformation of the institurion
afld practices that were detrimental to the downtrodden, Simi larly serious debate and scholarly
discourse on the. issue of untouchables and caste based discrimination on the alobal arend
}vould t:or certain exert tremendous external pressure on the law makers a f hasten the
integration of t!le dalits. If apartheid could be dismantled by fixed the int rn tional gaze
Te!entlesslly on it there is no reason why untouchabolity, which for al] ract]i]c:ln?l 100565 that
is t.he Indian form of apartheid cannot be rooted out by sustained interp tional lit rpt' n pai
to it. And the novel The God of Small Things discussed in th TR : at
least a modest contribution to the soluti e thi¥ paper hasy I dhir tUAES
. y olution of the dalit issue by raisning the upper cast®
conscnousr;ﬁ;ss and by calfjmg the world's attention to jt ; o
While recommending the Internati o
act of imagining a united Inciiz;g is hindered.t }\?dl;aigr)::ezlt]ig 13. ISS_UB, AR U, in-no Wa)" g’
community should have a word of caution to sto ednbls o b Intfamatmne'l] worﬂ3
inclusive and no more exclusive. Besides the naturpaIl) ch . ma.kmg fhe ]magmed'lndl? m‘;
alland reject none.' Let us hope imagining India acceptand aracter have always remained 'acC P
d include all and reject the fragmentatio™
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The composer of our ‘Jatiya Sangeet’
‘Janagana mana adhinayak’. Rabindranath
Tagore was born. on 7th May, 1961. At some

, time towards the end of the seventeenth century,
his forefathers had migrated from their native land
to Govindpur, one of the three villages which later
came to constitute calcutta. In the course of time.
the family came to acquire ptoperty and consid-
erable business interests through the pursuit of
commercial and banking activities. They had par-
ticularly benefited from the growing power of the
British East India Company. Rabindranath’s
grandfather, Dwarkanath Tagore, lived lavishly
and broke the Hindu religious san of those times
by travelling to eurpoe, just like his contempory,
Rammohan Roy, the nineteenth century social and
religious reformer.

Roy started a reli gious reform movement
in 1828 that came to be known as the Brahma
Samaj’s movement. Dwarkanath’s son,
Devendranath Tagore also became a staunch
supporter of the Brahma Samaj Movement. In
order to ecourage its spread, in 1863 he estab-
lished a meditation centre and guest house on
some land about 100 limes from Calcutta at a
place called ‘Santiniketan’ , the Abode of Peace.

Rabindranath was the fourteenth child of
his parents. His brothers and sisters were poets,
musicians, playwrithts and novelists and the
Tagore home was thus filled with musical, liter-
ary and dramatic persuits. The family was also
involved with diverse activities at the national level.
His father Devendranath was to have a profound
influence on his son’s mental and practical atti-
tudes,

Rabimdrapeth
Tagore

Jyotirekha Sharma
T.D.C. 2nd Semester (Arts)

Important changes were taking place in
Bengal at the time Rabindranath was bom._When
€ was 12, his father took him to Santiniketan,

the meditation centre established in 1863. In, 1887
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he was sent to London by his father to qualify for the Indian Civi i
:I: n::zl;dl:;: Tatr}::;llatlon and t.hen joined university college, I.l.lonsuel:;‘:c eBﬁ: ;sei:'l:uwr{l:g
home sud a:d);l wi ouf comql?tmg hi educfation. After that he continued with his personal
education andh tls i:rfgg;/e I\;a:l:mg and music. His ‘Sandhya Sangeet’, a Nolume ofl')lgen ali
Bhanéa’ o out in .ak e same year he wrote his famous poem ‘Nirjharer Swagna
Bhanga .fh’ e awake of his unusual talent as a poet. Betweeh 1884-90 o

of his poems. Appeared, together with a profuse output of prose articles cr;,t?g::ls

plays and novels.

Tagore married when be was 23. At thi

o=, A - At this stage, beyond his li : ‘

::iun Shat:mg ;‘ls ffither s refllgl?us .responsibilities. This responsibil;:;alr::ry p: rsuis, he. had

o, ;l;l;a :)n or him. This msplrz.ltlon led to the composition of ‘Galpa penh l:p new vistas
y letters he wrote to his nice, subsequently published :s g‘lgl:in:;;:gg?: ::g

‘Chinnapatravali’.

He wrote about India’s past and

' - 00 present, and i :

plu9bl':)8hed more rea!lstlc noyels such as ‘Choker Bali’ (193:(;n‘ﬁambtlﬁ o Sacnﬁ?e- H?

(1910). He was trying to discover the eternal India that suc::eeds in a::hilvi(r{; ?31);!“ . G: l;aa
ity amids

bewildering diversity of races, cultures and religions.

In 1912, Jagore left for the united Kingdom - some of hi
i ; ) hi :

:’:;:‘e :slf :nag); :éﬁﬁ:::lglttﬁ etnhghsh and had attracted the attentionsolt)'otl‘:n ;:lrl“limwnv:lilhgsz:ﬁ

o awarded the ‘Nobel P .a : : wa:ls at onc? accepted as a great poet and inteﬁ tu ll.l He

i to Japan and the tontlfe or hteratgre in November 1913.1n 1916 Ta o :). ad

n e U.S.A delivering leetures. published later inga;f)‘:;:;:l?n;: as

Nationalism (1917) and personality (1917C).

The international experience gave him a new id
. . ea, th . .

::::1 :‘r’l‘;?ofn‘lvt'nttsthl:t:org at large. He felt that over emp?lasiast:: r:na::;\:m% e s "’.‘,ﬁ
unity of the world’s cullzf:re: Ofgonﬂwt' There should be an institution that ::‘nl(::aasijen; the
ot ctitution. Ho was this a;;ladstremns of kn.owledge. He considered Santin‘;ketan to be
national centre of culture and h d tht}templ?tmg the foundation of Visva Bharati, on inter”
laid on 24 December. 1918.A umamst'nc s_tud!es. The foundation stone of Visv Bl;arati was
Visva Bharati, Ta breiepmte institution called Sri Niketan was cstablished in 1921

the First World War e g y s conception of a world university, was founded at the end ©

a determination to go beyond aggressi\;e nation:lism ztnd i:buil

friendship with all nations,

After 1913, hi . .
sther countries. He c:n?:fslf, i;zr;:zd made him increasingly aware of what was going 08 in
yisited. This in turn led him to emph:sv;nz:fcg: number of ntelleotuals n the countrics

. . . operation be
e e L
inglysifidhisatteniontouniversiyeducaton a;lﬁt;o:lg:ins the
v

surrounding villages as one of the universities functions

e

difefosa

_and t

ontinuously from 1901-1921. The school called Patha -
ated to Calcutta University and students could take the
funding of the school was entirely assumed by Tagore.

This was possible because teacher’s salaries-wery very low. Most of Tagore’s personal

income, proceeds from the sale of his property, most of the novel prize money and eoyalties
from his books were the sources of school finance. Only after receiving the Novel Prize and
ritish did the Indian Government begin to take an interest in him.
at disappointed that Santiniketan had failed to achieve the ideal

of dringing scientific knowledge to bear on life in the countryside. In order to improve the
human condition in the villages of Eastern India, the population had to throw off their beliefin
fate and realise the importance of depending upon their own efforts. This is what Tagore had
rural reconstruction work at Sri Niketan in a school called

ide an all round education for

Shikshasastra. The objective © 1l r
lihood but also equipping them to improve

village children, enabling them to earn adecent live
: tagore triéd to convince his country man through his

rural life in all its aspects. For years :
speeches, stories, novels, poems and songs to work for rural revival.
DO on August 7, 1941, The two institutions specific to

This great poet passed away
is great pogt P nts still survive in the form of Patha Bhawan at

Tagore’s educational Ideas and experime  su .
Santiniketan and in the form of Sikshastra and Sri Niketan of course, they have been modi-
ey from the core of the Santiniketan ideal.

fied a good deal over this long stretch of time. Th ‘
rsity and has changed consider-

Vista Bharati survices t00; jtisnowa central. unive
ably. The emphasis that Tagore ing of the fine arts and crafts, and on

placed on the teach:
music, continues in the form of two seperate autonomous institutions under the general su-
Bharati. These institutions are :

pervision of VisvaB The Kala Bhawan and the Sangeet Bhawan.
Emphasis on the teaching of various Indian language and on the teaching of Asian cultures,

he presence of an international faculty are not very evident. But there is a Cheena
and a good number of students from Far

Bhawan, Hindi Bhawan, a school of Islamic studies,
d the Sangeet Bhawan. But one can

Eastern countries,»particularly in the Kala Bhawan and the :
see that Tagore’s memory versity campus. The following poem

still dominates life on the uni
from ‘Gitanjali’ brings to before the nation, before mankind,

B Santiniketan developed s
hav.van, eventually became affili
matriculation. For a long time, the

gether the ideas the poet kept

i tional institutions. .
and before his educa’ . the heart i held high, Where the word i st

Where the mind is without fe
b i narrow do estic walls, Where the words came out from the
e fragnenss ¥ tches its arms towards perfection; Where the

d of dead habits, Where

depths of truth, Where tireless striving stre
¢ +< way into the dreary desert san
lear stream of reason has not lost its way dead e ot

the mind is led forward by the int everwidening thought and action-

ffeedOm’ My father, let my country awake ....ceer

e gl e ik



The term ‘Fringe theatre’ refers to those

theatre festivals which are unjuried and not regu-

~ lated by the conventional structures of mainstream
theatre. In the tweentieth century, there has been

a great spurt in fringe theatre activities. Some of | &

the places where fringe theatre festivals organised
are Edinburgh, Adelaide and Winnipeg. Fringe the-
atre also refers to the alternative theatre where
orthodox dramatic conventions donot determine the
criteria for performances. As fringe theatre pro-
vides great scope for invovation and experimenta-
tion, it has always catered to a particular ... of the
theatre going public and performances are held
regularly in places like London outside the festival
circuit. Edinburgh Fringe, which is the largest fringe
theatre festival in the world, began in 1947. Fringe
festivals donot follow a strict format and are usu-
ally organised as a debut to the main event (the
Edinburgh Fringe began on the didelines of the
Edinburgh International festival). Fringe theatre is
open to all performers, whether amateur or
profesional and there are no limitations imposed
on the character or design of the performances.
One of the difficulties faced by the organisers of
fringe theatre festivals to the excess of applicants,
in which case selection is done on the basis of a
non-judgemental factor, such as the number of
application or simply a random draw of lots. The
organising group takes a fee for the management
of the festival. As the fringe theatrical scene is
subject to a preseribed rules, a typical fringe drama
is not easy to define. The sharing of technical per-
sonal, some of the characteristics of fringe the-
atre. Solo permormances are common at fringe
festival. The character of fringe theatre is con-
nected to the shorter duration of the performances.

AfSfaza

Dhritismita Roy
B.A. 2nd Semester
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; The feminist Iitei‘ary criticism of today is
the direct product of the Women’s movement of
tl.le 1960’s. This movement was, in important ways,
literary from the start in the sense that it realized
the significance of the image of women promul-
gated by literature and saw it as vital to combat
them and question their authority. Femisism is against
traditional representation of women. Feminism has
worked to make us understand the dominant modes
of representation at work in our society. Derrida’s
displacement of the binary logic sets up for femi-
nism a discourse that speaks in a multiplicity of. -
sexual voices. In opening up unlimited possibilities
of meanings, the women writer exposes herselfto
human experience uncircumseribed by purely
femenine famenist or female experience. Feminism
has refocused attention on the politics of represen-
tation and knowledge and also an power.
Decolonization as a metaphor acquires multiple
dimonsions in post colonial/post modern/ feminist
Writings. It means the need to liberate the self from
all traditional structures. Feminist writing is char--
acterized by the singularity and clarity of its
"C?Sistence to the gender rooted aspects of any tra-
dition that possessed it once or is now possessing
‘t_- This in turn, leads to the construction of aprivate
:;;lgdo;n of subjective powers. It challepges author-
e No expression or cultural value is pr1v11<?g'ed over

© Other. It is a desperate act self definition and
mmd"_‘g a “room of one’s own”, Reconstruction of
Saings is brought out leading to radical definations
hist tel?:(’m and selfhood. The major tl}eme in feml-t
cade ory on both sides of the Atlantic for the pas
in ol has been the demand that women Writers
cludEd HeITI] ’ gl e”

- ann’s phrase “thieves of languag

FEMINISM

Binita Rava
T.D.C.2nd year

L, In
et words, “female Prometheuo’s . Marga-
Cligt o ood, internationally aulamed as a poet, ROV~
short story writer, insistently challenges

-
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1 senses in her writing. Her novels challenges the conventions of real-

the limits of traditiona :
ism while working within them. In 1969 she published her first novel “The Edible Woman™.

The novel was published when the women’s liberation was becoming a political issue. In this

novel under a critic mask, Atwood explores the relation between ¢consumerism and the femenine
mystique where one young woman’s resistance to consuming and to being consumed ... at
» wider condition of social malaise which the new feminist movement was just beginning to
address. Toni Morrison, an African, novelist pointed out the critical differences between
white feminism and Black feminesm. Morrison’s first novel “The Bluest Eye” (1970) isa
literary transtation of W.E.B. DUBOIS’. It presents the detrimental effects of the way
white culture prevents African American girls from developing their own identities. In the
works of Indian feminist writers Gita Hariharan and Shashi Deshpande we see a multilayering
of post modern feminist differences. Gita Hariharan’s first common wealth Award winning
novel “The Thousand Faces of Night”. the novelist attempts to renew the whole community
of women through representation of myths. Her short story collection, tittled The Art of
Dying Stresses on the strategies women adopt to assert themselves. In this collection
Hariharan resists and negotiates the ideiologies of gender inequalities. The story pictures, the
day to day existence of women who are involved in the usual activities of ‘wifing’ ‘childbear-
ing’ etc. While the male eye it is a peaceful life, to women it is a negation of self. Hariharan
reveals the hidden, unsaid, unrevealed miseries of women in the stories titled ‘Forefathers’
and ‘The closed Room’. Shashi Deshpande’s works can be read as falling within a broadly
post colonial post modern feminist frame work. Deshpande not only deals with the topic of
women as marginalized figures but also implicitly examines fiction written by women. S:
Deshpande’s with the women belonging to Indian middle class, and are struggling to liberate
themselves and seek their self identity and independence. Her novels “The Dark Holds NO
Terrors’, That Long Silence, The Binding Virie and Roots and Shadows deals with feminist
issues. Deshpande’s lates novel ‘A Matter of Time’ (1996) two deals with the same subject:
Feminisni enfails, among other things, a reading position through which both litera®a an
cultural conditions are subjected to scrutiny. In feminist work, this was related to the fight for
political rights. The changes in the lives of women in England from 1900 to 2000 have been
enormous; today, in the academic sphere women are pressing ahead of men. At the begin®
ning of the 21st century, women in Britain gre ‘Liberated’, but problems like sex abuse, rap®
and harassment remain serious issues at the workplace confronting women in British S0¢"
ety, in what many term the ‘Post feminist’ age.

/
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Arundhoti Roy was born on November 24,
1961 in Bengal. Her full name is Suzanna Arundhoti
Roy. Her mother Mary Roy, al well known social
activist is from Kerela andher father a Bengali Hindu
Tea Planter. She spent her crucial childhood at
Ayamanam a small town near Kottayam. Her
mother runs .... formal school named corpus Christi.

Arundhoti Roy left home at the age of sixteen
to live on her own residing in “a squating camp”.
She joined later on Delhi School of Architecture but
soon got interested in script writing. Her marriage
with Delhi School of Archatecture friend Gerard ¢
Da Chunha lasted four years after which they ‘
parted. She is one of the few Indian English writers

actively interested in contemporary social political

X :'_. g el
Life of
issued which is amply evidence ina member of ar- .
ticles, interviews and books which she wrote on vari- Arundhoti ROY

ous topics on recent years. on

Her well known novel “The God .of Small . it :
Things” was launched in Delhi on April 4, 1997 Indlan EnghSh
Novelist

and was awarded Booker Prize in London on 14

Mishra of Harper Collins to India t0 three British
Publisher. The title of this novel authored l?y
A-mndhoti Roy is suggeslive and is of symbolic S1g-
Nificance,

After “The God Small Things” Arundhoti

Oy has not written any novel, but she has shown 2
trerpe“dollse interest in the contemporary wor.ld z?nd
n?'tlor%al issues. The got interested in the social Im-
pelrc qtlf)n_ of the massive Narmada Dam Project al}d
era OPI;mon about it was published by Modern L.lt-
illg,r}éhaperbaCt original in 1999 as th.e cost of ll\i
Irs-t ealso discuses in it the denotation of Ind1:c1 S
Muclear bomb, :with all its attendant Faustian
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Due to the progressive desire in the field of
industries by the developed and developing countries
in the world, global warming has become a challenge
for the existing factors of the world. To keep balance
in the environment and to reduce the pollution made
by industrial activities there was held a world summit
on 18th Dec’09 in copenhagen of Denmark. 194 coun-
tries representatives either their head, or the repre-
sentative of the heads were present. There to express
their view on this burning problem. The main aim was
to reduce emission of carbon and green house effect.

At the initial stage the smmit should be ex-
pected by the environment lover that it would bring
hope far at least to reduce pollution, but it failed due to
the egoistic attitude by the developed countries led by
the U.S.A. and its allies. They wanted to hegemonise
over the under-developed countries and for this rea-
son the summit become vague. Taking the matter there
is clear division between the developed and poor coun-
tries like venezuella. Sudan and Quba and so on took
stand against the developed countries. President of
venezuella, Hugo, Chaves, acclaimed that 30% of to-
tal population of the world are rich and they are re-
sponsible for the deterioration of the world environ-

ment. He made responsible those people who always
try to heat other nation for their selfish activities.

Seeing the summit as a failed attempt the

U.S.A president Barak Obama made a basic treaty
between the U.S-A. and Brazil, South Africa, India
and China.

The secretary general of the U.N.O, Banki

Moon said that through nothing came out from the
summit yet it was an important effort of the world
nation to be concerned over the global warming, What
treaty had made on country is liable to implement jt. It
depends on their own wishes. The underdeveloped
countries proposed to reduce 25% carbon within re-

cent 2020. But the developed countries did not give a

COP15
COPENHAGEN

Copenhagen Summit
on

GLOBAL WARMING

Myzu Islam
B.Sc. 3rd year
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vivid reply on it.

Our country, India also couldn’ i
global warming. It only tried to stan]:r;‘(:rt:hk: :01;22?;&3::2 Wbl frt_)m e
o, _ pment but not for universal
Whatever the out come may be i it i i i
world are not conseious his very w)c;rld zﬁeoiml;:: zt: lltol;; ??n?;n ;'hhfrlfthe cll;lzen T
ance and the world will be submerged under water for the global wa;'min Zn“t;ou t;e i
also have to suffer a lot for the food crisis and pure oxygen, we may exsect \ffect.ﬁ s
of the world, should be very conscious to control global warming by reducing :Jseeof : !;ISOPIe
created vehicle and instruments. We should take step to green the world instead of rir)lcz:k:::::

desert

® You must not lose faith in humanity. Humanity is an ocean, if a few
drops of the ocean are dirty, the ocean does not become dirty.
- Mahatma Gandhi

nce the soul finds the path in a clearer light, and
itself into crystal clearness.

r Truth.
- Mahatma Gandhi

@ In the attitude of sile
what is elusive and deceptive resolves

Our life is a long and arduous quest afte
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M.F. Hussain the very name brings to us
a multitued pictures the aura of his image with ;
silky white hair and beard, the sheer energy radi- LN b
ated by his persona as well as his works, the bold A
strokes which defined his horses, elephants, gods, k) * 7T
goddesses and Mother Teresa, his marketing skill,
Bohemian life, showmanship, controversies and
of course, his bare feet. It’s also hard to separate
his life from the collective life of India - her in-
nately celebratory mood, her joys and sorrows and
the great multiplicity that this country so beauti-
fully characterizes. Just as we seem fo see a
glimpse of India in Hussain, we find a most pro-
nounced, modern interpretation of Indian Life his-
tory, culture and tradition, present day events and
mass educations in his oeuvre.

Hussain carrer itself is like a commentory
as the growth of Indian art. Its rise seemed to
ocincide with the rise of Hussain In the 1930, when ORI D e
he, was a 20 year old, earning in annes making = | -
those cinema poster, Indian art too impoverished, M g F B E%E 51,5 5 §a| n
near stagnant and in desperate need of fresh air.
Several decadis later, Hussain became the most

expensive Indian artist with his paintings fetching Zenifar Yesmin
crores in international houses, and the Indian art, B.A. 3rd year
too, was by then a thriving industry. Later, the e

Tyeb Mentas and SH Razes might have bettered the prices he had fetched, but it has with
Hussain the the flourish of the art mart has always been synonymous with. It was him who
put Indian art op the world stage and others benefitted handsomely from i.

The factors that contributed to his multidimensional personality were many. No one
will disagree - it wasn’t certainly his art alone, though on its merit his art secures a hallowe
partof India’s history. It was as much his artistic genius as it was his cerefully crafted image
and making skills that turned him, over time, into such a huge brand that his signatre has
become a status symbol for those who purchased his work. It was also about his showman-
ship, his acts and antics grabling media eyeballs (like rolling over wet canvoses and publlc

destruction of his works), His well publicised passion for Medhuri Dxit, immortalized throug?
a long series of paintings and admiration for other Bollywood stars and starlets, also kept h}m
ntroversics like the one he created by painting the them Prime Minister Indir
‘_____,_--‘

in the news. Co
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Ga_ndhi as Durga, the now over his depiction of deities in the nude, the wrath o

:;I::t’sé ‘tl;z Znt;?k;?ft?f canvaslt:s ;md thfe confiscation of hi.s properties further emiﬁirils

a-uis ‘freedom olf)' expllgszisc?:.r’ &&Zﬁ;iﬁ:ﬁf ‘;;l' s an'd s

when these paintings featuring nude goddesses ha,d bere e o hUllal?aloo A 1
en : | ee made. They did so in a changed

p.ohtlcal environment in the 1990s, when the Frankenstein of fanaticism created by the poli-

tics of appeasement changed the course of Indian history.

His legend was a summation of all this which made him more talked about than
other artists of equal greatness, who also have made stellar contributions to Indian art.

Hussain emerged in the scene when there was a wave blowing in Indian art against
the stagnation that Bengal School of art led by Rabindranath Tagore had created stalwarts
like Gaganendranath, Jamini Roy and Roop Krishna, had already found some gaping holes in
this school, as it created a false sense of ‘national art’ and looked misfit in a new social
environment later, this realization led to the formation of the Calcutta Group in 1942-43, with
the objective taking Indian art forward and bridging the gap with the west. Ben on removing
the propagandist neo-Indian outlook of the Bengal School, the group made great stides in
understanding the basic aesthetics of form, colour, balance and harmony and thus set in
motion a modern movement in India. ‘The Bombay Progressive Artists’ Group, formed i
1947, was greatly inspired by the Calculla group, \\:hich rej.eFted the British academic style
and broke away from the Bengal school’s ‘nationalist’ traditions. _

Hussian made his field in the 1947 exhibition of Boplbary Art Society and fnade an
immediate impact with his painting Sunehra Sansaar, which give an a:ward. jl“hls was a
turning point for Hussain as creative artist. The year 1195&5:3.\»\;J i\;s:iz::eholdmg his first

g ; . . Nno 100Kin :
solo exhibition in Mm.nbal m}d Z’urlch, e a5 w?:d in 1951 gi)ut during its active years it

The Progressive Artists Group disintegra ,

i i ter shed for
did i ideas i in art, The formation of the group was & Wa
mfuscl ey fhons 18 10 ortant role in this trantsitional came up later.

Modern art in India, and Hussain played an imp
Hussain borrowed elements from wesfern art but dEVdOped a St)ﬂe that beamed

‘ . _ o
With originality. He showed it’s possible to eXPre St m°d??‘t{hevgﬁriiik§fg$m:.
influence of the west. Hussain was hailed as the ‘Indian Plcaffo ¥1e v:as originally influ-
However, though Hussain a later works do show f Cubism,

stains 0
. _Cubism attracted
*fce by German expressionist Emil Nolde and AustE" e Kot(:fsl;l:lzsfantial adherence
Many Indian painters, although it must al

5o be noted that there wa
s basic tenets in thei .
ts in their works. ' Np—

Violent distortion of human and animal f0rS; overlapping of colou

ht to combine
:Ems and bold strokes was typical of Hussain’s style. From thedlft;lsgrsat::: ;Oa:ls%ers. His works
®real and the abstract under the influence of some Cubistan

i d increas-
L ; i the 1990s Hussatn turme
: Om the 19605 to 1980s were among his finest, while 1n

, S|
»v l FV

8Y sensitive to significant events,
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This is evident in the Theatre of the Absurd (a landmark installation based on violence),
splash front page (on the Gulf War) followed by Portrait of the 20th century. His series

Ramayana and Mahabharata had metaphone of violence and injustice as well.

Hussain sought to reflect the essence of India in his paintings, well-equipped as he
was with profound knowledge of Indian history, mythology, culture, traditions and the phi-
losophy ingrained in life, Upanishad and Purana. For him India meant a celebration of life, a
quality he felt cannot be found any where else. That is why he often sought to capture the

current mood of India too, not without applying his subtle business acumen.

The senational quality in Hussain’s forms of mythical figures seems to have come
from the erotic strain he sensed underlying the Indian civilization, which can be found in
ancient paintings, morals and sculptures, religious fanatics, oblivious of the very source, the
vast ocean of Hussain’s Knowledge of India history and mythology, saw only the apparent,

the visible surface orientations. The result was catastrophic.

Film making was a prominent side of Hussain life. Such was his passion that he
went ahead with his projects despite knowing they would result in losses. His first film,
through the eyes of a painter won a ‘Golden Bear’ at Berlin Film Festival in 1967, but
Gajagamini starring Madhuri Dixit was a huge commercial failure. So, was his last films,

...........

A Tale of Three Cities starring Tabu, but the worse was in store for him. Muslim

outlifts condemned him for allegedly ‘blaspheming’ Quran in one of its songs, and an an-

noyed Hussain immediately withdrew the movie from the theatres.

Complicated legal proceedings, threats to life and failure of the state to ensure the
kind of protection he wanted, forced Hussain to leave India in 2006 and become a citizen of
Qatar early last year. He held on grudges, though and always wanted to return and spend his
last years in India - a wish that tragically remained unfulfilled. But Hussain lived his life to the
fullest - with grace, grandeur, courge and on his oven terms - perfectly at home sipping at

roadside eateries and walking barefoot through the strects of London.

In Hussain’s life we use the celebratory mood of India. His virtually sums up the

complex history of Indian art,

4__-/
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Dear friend, _
He, who has has health, has hope. And he who has hope, has everything. Every

author of his own health and disease. It is health that is real wealth and

human being is tl
eing 1s the f complete physical, mental and emotional well

not pieces of gold and silver. Health isa staro : . .
being, and not merely the absense of disease or infirmity. So ifa person is not healty, then he

or she will find it very difficulty to enjoy life. A lot many peo;;;cl spoil their health gaining
Wealth, and then have to spend their wealth to regain their health. ‘
Good health is the consequence of good encrgy levels. Energy has three predomi-
nant levels - (a) Physical (b) Mental and (¢) Emotional. . N
Phys(ii)a] el)::;ca éaz be gained by eating a balanced diet and exercising regularly. A
= s fat, vitamins, mineral salts and

balanceq nyrit; : - carbohydrate protein,
nutritions diet must contain carbony : . ) i reathe
fibre, Proper exercise benefits every part of the body including mind. Walking, deep-brea

i i ing.
"¢ and meditation are three every productive exercises for yfn'ur ‘;r?[l‘:; ?:ki I;gg ———
Mental energy comes from three significant SoUrCes (a

thinker is
) Solving of Problems. You must develop honest and good thougktlk:z uAg Ef::nd e
| sset g the society. Also learn t0 take complete control of yf)ur o el and
P,r.OCesses. Ta gain mel;ta] strength and vitality, cultivate the qtg&:)lll\ti ;r(:blem e
°Onv_ction, As long as there is life there will bf: problemst.]' et
by {0 prioritise your time and do the mos:t important | lfl%a) Eutk‘lusiasm (b) Motiva-
Emotional energy comes from three significant SOUrCes
S
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tion and (c) Resilience. Emotional energy is the master of all energies. Emotion can be 2
useful and powerful tool to handle different situations in life. This energy depends on how
much zeal, drive and tonghness you have. Euthusiasm comes from optimism. Optimism is an
magnet. It attracts people and prosperity to you. Similarly positive thoughts are powerful
constructive thoughts. The provider energy to both body as well as mind. It we have positive
thoughts, it is fully sured that we will succeed in life. They make us more joyful and healty.
All is well is not just a catch phrase popularised by the movie ‘3 Idiots’ but a powerful
generator to develop a positive thoughts. These three magical words will not heal our sores
or soothe our sorrows, but the essence within them will provide us the courage to do so. The
next component motivation, results from our passion and commitment. Passion is an att.itude
and can be developed. Choose the career that is perfect for you, one that inspires you and
leads you to perform better, work holder, live more happily. Such a carrer will mﬁke you
passionate about your work. If you are passionate, you will inevitably be committed to your
task at hand. Motivation is a combination of will power, goals and ability to continue attai):]ing
the highest level of success. Last but not least, you need to develop resilience. Resilience is
the flexibility in response to changing situational demands, and the ability t(; bounce back
from 'ne%ativg ;:motfionai experiences. Resilient individuals experiences positive emotions
even In tne mids : : -
despite adversi ly.t of stressfull events, which explains their ability to rebound successfully
Wish to be well is a part of becoming well. A man too busy to take care of his health
is lik_e a mechanic too busy to take care of his tools. Health is the first muse, it gives us the
required motivation and energy to work. In health there is freedom. Health i; the first of all
the libertions. It is the greatest possession in a person can accumulate
So, helping you gain health, wealth and happiness. .

Your’s Sincerely
Dayanand Roy

Bhupen Hazarika was born in 1926 in
Sadiya, Assam. An extremely academically ...
person, he did has intermediate (Arts) in
Guwahati in 1942, and went on to Banaras Hindu
University to complete his B.A. in 1944 and his
MLA. in Political Science in 1946. Soon after he
left for New York, USA where he lived for five
years and receive his doctorate (Phd.) in Mass
Communication from Columbia University. He
also received the fellowship from Chicago Uni-
versity, USA to study the use of educational
projects developed through Cinema. Bhupen
Hazarika is .... among the leading film makers
of the nation.

He is probably the only living pioneer
who is solely responsible for placing the fleging
Assamese Cenema on the all India and on the
world Cinema map. He is the only person I the
past 40 years to propagate the better cinema
movement and has integrated all the seven north-
east states, including tribal culture, through t}le
medium of cinema. His remarkable papularity
brought him to the Legislative Assembly as an
independent member between 1967 to 19?2,
Where he was solely responsible for installm'g
the first state owned film .... of its kind ever, 10

India in Guwahati, Assam.
Bhupen Hazarika began 1
films as an actor in the second talkie film.

He has produced and directed, compos®
Music and song for the Assamese language fllts-
Era Bagur Sur in 1956, Shalauntala it 19
Chick Mick Bijuli in 1971, Siraj in 1985 and
Many others, He also directed composed MUs®
*d Song for Mahut Bandhure in 195?' He

an his career 1

. Produced, directed and composed music for

Almi‘lachal Pradesh first hindi filmin colour Mera

=
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DR. BHUPEN
HAZARIKA

Ismile Hussain
T.D.C 3rd year

Dharam Meri Maa in 1977. He directed & ?[tm =5
K - g
mﬁﬁiﬂﬂﬁﬂm g
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colour documentary for the Arunachal Pradesh Government on Tribal Folk songs and dances.

For whom the Sun Shines in 1974.
He produced and directed a documentary Emuthi Sanlar Kahini based on the co-

r the govt. of Assam entirely in the format of lyrics. He produced and
directed a half hour documentary for Calcutta Doordarshan Kendra in 1977 on the folk
songs and dances ofi notth-east India entitled through Melody and Rhythm. He produced
and composed music fot the internationally famous award winning Hindi Features Film Ek
Pal in 1986 directed by his life long friend Kalpana Lajmi, starring Shabana Azmi, Nasituddin

- Ghah and Taroque Shaikh. He produced and composed music in the extremely popular tele-

* vision serial Lohit Kinare directed by Kalpana Lajmi, based on famous short stories of
Assam for the prirte time National Network in 1988. He has been the executive producer,
music, composer fot the award winning film in Hindi Rudaali starring Dimple Kapadia, Rai
Babbar, Amjad Khan and Rakhi.

He won the Presidents National Award for the best film maker thrice for Shakuntala,
Pratidhwani, and Loti Ghoti in 1960, 1964 and 1967 respectively. He won the Arunachal
Pradesh Government Gold Medal in 1977 for his outstanding contribution towards Tribal
Welfare, and Upliftment of Tribal Culture through cinema and music. He also won the Naational
Award and best music in India in 1977 for the Assamese film Chameli Memsaab.

Dr. Bhupen Hazarika selected as the Chairman, Eastern Region on the Appellate
Body of the central Board of Film Censors, Government of India for 9 years consecentively

ill 1990.
’ He was the Executive Council Member of the Children Film Society (N.Cyp) headed
by Mrs. Jaya Bachchan. He was the Chairman of the Jury of the National Film Award in
1985 and was a jury member several times from 1958 to 1990.

He has rendered music, written lyrics and sung for numerous Assamese, Bengali
and Hindi Films from 1930s to the 1990s. Bhupen Hazarika has scored music and sung for
the highest number of Assamese Films made in the past 40 years. Bengali Films such as
Jiban Trishna, Kari O Kamal, Asamapta, Dui Bechara etc. and Hindi Films like Arops
Ek Pal and Rudaali. He has in 1995 given music for Sai Paranjyape’s Hindi features film
Papiha and Bimal Dutts hindi features film Pratimurti. In 1996 has composed music for

Plus Channel’s hindi features film. In 19?8 he ha§ composed music for hindi features film
Gajagamini written and directed by eminent palpter Mr. M.E. Hussain. In 2000 he ’ha.S
composed music for hindi feature film Dan‘1a1f. Written and directed by Ms. Kalpana Lajm!-

In 2003 he composed music for hindi feature film Kyon Directed by Ms.Kalpan?
Lajmi. He is considered today the last of the great mass singers. Involved in the Indian

vement from his very childhood till today he wrotes and composed masterpieces teerr}lng
e ial consciousness which are in striking contrast to his famous love songs. Besides

[‘):;?gs;)scsociated with films, Bhupen Hazarika has won the heart of the entire Indian people

through his hum

ed India in Berlin at the World Conference of Composefs
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who used songs as the instrument in Social change. He was gi rofi i
the World Senior in Congress Hall with his owngsongs on tlﬁ:;?l?etrl:igzn:t%::;::f:}:a e

Bhupen Hazarika has been conferred the highest honour by making him the l;resi-
dent.of Sahitya Sabha in 1993. He is one of the leading author / poets of Assam and has to his
credit more than one thousand lyrics and more than fifteen major books on short stories,
essays, trarelogues, poems and children rhymes. He is also a popular journalist and editor.
The country bestowed the greatest honour on him, the Padmashree in 1977 for his outstand-
ing contribution in the field of culture in India. In 1977 he won two awards in Bengal. The
Bangle Chalachitra Prasar samity and the Bangla Chalachitra Purashkar Samity for being
the best music director for the film Dampati. In 1978 he won two award from Bangladesh
as the best music director. In 1979 he won the All India Critic Association award for the best
performing folk artist in India.

In 1993 he was honoured with India’s Oscar the Dadasaheb Phelke Award for his
life time contribution to development of India Cinema. In 2000, he has been appointed by the
government of India as the trustice of Indira Gandhi centre of Arts for a period of ten years.

In 2001, he was honoured by the Government of India with the Padma Bhushan, one
of the greatest civilian award and he has given the Lata Mangeshkars Award for the overall

contribution in music by the Madhya Pradesh Government. .
In November 2001, he was honoured with the Doctorate of Philosophy (Honorus

Cause) from the Tezpur University.
With the growth of his old age,

diseases for many years. He has met his en

ber 2011. The people of Assam as well as t

he became physically weak and was suffering from
d in Ambani Hospital in Mumbai on 5th Novem-
he people all over India gave him great honour.

He has been buried in Guwahati University. We the Assamese pray to God for giving geacel
to his soul, Bhupen Hazarika is the only force in India who was a true exponent of Nationa

Intergration expressed wonderfully though a variety of Indig.

(Collected from different sources)
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Terrorism is a curse to the huran civiliza-
tion. It is the biggest menace faced by the interna-
tional community today, The world we live in today
presents spectacle of horror of terrorism. It has been
posing a serious threat to international peace and
security and has made us helpless in the wake of
the horrors of violence, bloodshed, destruction, cru-
elty and deaths, Terrorism is not a regional phe-
nomenon. It is a global phenomenon. Most of the
nations in the world are forced to put Up with the | 88
scourge of terrorism whether it is cross- order ter- | T8
rorism, cybey-terrorism, nareo-terrotisin or any

other form ofterrrism. Nareo-erroris 8 18 WY | Tho fenace of Terrorism

There are certain customs and practices
which are being followed by people for centuries
all over the world. The reason for their orgin are
not known with ..... 1st April is one such day. It is
considered the fools day in nearly all paris of the
world. On this day people play practical jokes on
friends and neighbours sending them mock gifts and
inviting them to the fake parties.

The practice of playing tricks on friends
and neighbours on Ist April is believed to have
started in france after 1564. Earlier the common

by which the operations of terrorist groups are
nanced in various parts of the world, by smuggling
narrcotics and hence destroying lives of teenagers.

calendar was used throughout Europe. According h .
to thils calelndar, each Ne:;v Year began on 1st April. WHY DO WE CALL The terrorists defile lthe earth ?}; 1::?; rf;; b
People celebrated this day as New Year by ex- structive forces. Assam is also on€ 0 : '
changing gifts and visiting each other. ’ FIRST APRIL ground for terrorism. Various groups of terrorlstlsl \
In 1564, however, Charles - IX the king of y have taken recourse to arms and violence as well |3 AT L 73
France ordered people to adopt a new reformed |- A FOOL S DAY as underground activities in Assam.Tl:re are ITl“;lmy . N R
calendar. According to this calendar, each New ber of terrorist organisations in the Assam. 10€Y |78 ' DY e
Year began on 1st January. Most people followed try to fade away the glory and culture of the Tﬁ-f
the kings order. However, there are some who didn’t gion. Terrorism is the principal far to t}llle ‘itlafa;e
like the idea of a change and refused to accept the prosperity of the nation. Government shou
New Yeﬂr’s day. Mokiblll I'loque Pmpl;r S:zp to shun the part Oftefrorism- Govern-
These people soon become the butt of jokes T.D.C. 2nd year (Sc.) ment should establish employment tothe youths‘to
and tricks by their friends and neighbours because restore healthy situation. Terrorists should be n- ]
they continued to observe 1st April as New Year B = vited to talks and their demands should be looked Satabdi Roy
day. Their friends and neighbours sent mock gifts into ina positive way. Again those in authority 51;0111‘{ T.D.C.2nd year
invinted them to fake par’ue§ and played tricks on understand their responsibility and see that al Secd
them because they were considered fools who along tions of society are equally treated before law am
ontoa discarded New Year’s day. Since then Ist enjoy equal protection of laws of the land._Because
April has become the fools day. g& 7 e if it is not removed than one day it will cripple the
Whole world
1 § > "’
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It Only Takes a Minute,
To Change Your Life !

Selim Zabed Ahmed
B.A. 2nd year

“That’s why I was for so many years, I was smiling on the outside but on the inside
g:;i.were tears, until the day, the day I met you, that was the day all my dreams become

Willie Jolley, the powerful and motivational speaker says, “It only takes a mi
change our life !” The moment, the minute we make the decision, and move on th atr::l]m%lt'e N
is the minute that can change our lives. How much time we have taken to make aad dionis
not important but the moment, the minute that we take a decision is important s

Dr. Bengamen Mays said, “The tragedy of life doesn’t lie in not reachi.ng your goal

q The tragedy lies in not having a goal
‘ C } Q to reach f?r". So, friends, dream big
A "7 8 n q v dreams, aim high, set big goals and,
7 " remc?nber all things are possible if you

can just be live.

Again success is not a
chanf:e, it is a choice. It is only our
special kind of choice that can make
us successful. Wipolcon Hill, defines
success as the onging realization of a
worthwhile goal or ideal. Worthile
means helpful to our society. So, suc-
cess can not be defind by money be-
cause one successful teacher may not
be rich but ... have changed the lives
of'young people in a positive way. S0,
choose to be happy, healthy and
wealthy. Remember that all things ar
possible if you can, just believe.

]
- TR

e

sfofawa

The

Kamala Das :

Kamala Das was born at Punnayukulam in south- |
ern Malabar in 1934, and was educated mainly at home. She

lives in Bombay. A

Malayalam include summer in calcutta (1965). The Descen-
dants (1967), the old playhouse and other poems (1973) and
My story (1975), an autobiography. A few of her stories origi-
nally written in Malayalam, afe pu
ries : An Anthology (1974). She was &
of the Asian PEN Anthology
Akademi Award in 1969 for cold, a collect
stories in Malayalam. Her poems have appeare
New writing in India (Penguin Boo
mon wealth poet 1965 (Heineman?, 1965). ¥ AT AR e

ontent, Kamala Das expresses

20th Century Indian Pbets

Jupitara Nath
B.A. 1styear

bilingual writer, her works in English and

blished in Indian short sto-
iven the Poetry Award |__gh 8 '
in 1964 and the Kerela Sahitya |#&§
ion of short of |
d in Opinion,
ks, 1974) and yong com- §

sual in the Indianc

With a frankness and openness unt .
about her poems is their sense of urgency. They

her need for love. What is overpowering

literally boil over,

In substitute she tells us rather cyn

he old Playhouse’, “The Looking Glass’, and ‘The Treaks’.

forinstance, ‘T .
ically what her expetience of love turned out to be.

Nissim Ezekiel !

Nissam Fzekiel was born in Bombay in 1924, and was

educated at Antonio D’ Souza High School and Wilsgn College,
Bombdy and Birkbeck College, Llondon. He ﬁlves in b('n:nbay,
e he is reader in American Literature a‘t the .un}ve1s1ty, In
sy isiting professor at Leeds university i 1974, an
1964, heBes iy ler its International Visitots

invi i 5. government unc . '
invitee el Dl 975,a cultural Award visitor to Austrilla.

: and In ‘ .
Programime; anlclie was Director of theatre unit, Bombay. His
For sometime Change (1952); sixty poems (1933),
960), The Euact Name
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(1965), Three Plays (1969) and Snakeskin and other poems (1974), translations from the
Marathi of Indira Santand Hymrs in Darkness (1976). He had poem published in in Encoun-
ter, the Illustrated weekly of India, London Magazine and the Spectator. Ezekiel’s poetry is
both the instrument and outcome of his attempt as a man to come to terms with himself. Ine
finds in the poems the imprint of a keen, analytical mind trying to explore and communicatate

on a personal level feelings of loss and deprivation.
)

Jayanta Mahapatra :

Jayanta Mahapatra was born on 22nd October, 1923
in Cuttack, belongs to a lower middle class family. He had
his early education at stewart school, Cuttack. After his
Master’s Degree in Physics, he joined as a teacher in 1949
and served in different Government Colieges of Orissa.

Jayanta Mahapatra began writing poems much late
then his contemporaries. His poems have  appeared in
most of the reputed journals of the world. He received the
prestigious Jacob Glatstein Memorial Award (Chicago) in
1975. He is the first Indian poet in English to have received
the Central Sahitya Academi Award (1981) for his ‘Rela-
tionship’. His other volumes include ‘Close the Sky’, “Ten
by Ten’, ‘Swayamvara & other Poems’, ‘A Rain of Rites’,
‘Waiting’, ‘The False start & Life Sings’. His translations
poem Oriya to English bear the stamp of his originality too.

The richness and sophistication of language, the soflness and delicacy of the words
chosen, systematized orchestration of authenticated experience through the exact palpability
of images, the sincerity of harping on the ‘feel’ of the experiencess rather than on their
‘thought’ and the sweetness of music emerging from a fountain like flow of the verse form

contribute to the greatness and ingenuity of Mahapatra’s poetry.

Besides being one of the most popular Indian poets of his generation, Mahapatra
f the trllogy of poets who laid the foundations of Indian Englisl,1 poetry. He
| bond W.lﬂ.l A.K. Ramanujan, one of the finest poets in the Indian English
dy lyricism combined with authentic Indian themes put him in a bague of

was also part 0
shared a specia
Jiterature. His wor

his own.
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THOMAS STEARNS ELIOT
(1888-1965)

Hasonur Rahman
B.A. 3rd year

LIFE AND WORKS :
Thomas Stearns Eliot was born on September 26, 1888 at St. Louis, Missouri, as the

seventh and youngest child of a distinguished family of New England origin. He was edu-

cated at Harvard were he pursued a wide ranging course of studies in language and litera-

ture : The classics and German, French and English literature. He did graduate work in

philosophy at Sorbonne, Harvard and Merton College, Oxford. Eliot came to England and
continue his studies at Oxford till 1915. In 1925 he joined the new publishing firm, Faber and
Faber of which he soon became the director He founded and durihg the seventeen years of
its publication (1922-1939), edited the exclustve and influential litetdcy journal criterion.

In 1927, Eliot became a British Citizen and about the same time also joined the

Anglican church. The event marks an epoch in his poetic career. The poems written after
h Wednesday are more religions in tone. Eliot has been

that as the J the Magi, As

One of the ms;r;aef;nogfinl:mtfm of the twentieth country poetry. Eliot.’s Poetry .ﬁ-om P'rufmck
(1917) to Four Quarterts (1943) reflects the development of a christian writer. Eliot plays
Murder in the Cathedral (1935), The Family Reunion (1939), Tlfe Cocktail Party (1949),
a1d The Elder Statesman (1959) were published 1 6% volume in 1962. Collected poems
1909-62 appeared in 1963. He died on January 4, 1965 in London.
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AS APOET :

T.S. Eliot is one of those great Poets who represent the chief quatities of the age.
Throughout his Poetic career of about 45 years, he tried his hand at poetry, drama, criticism,
both social and literary and jourjalism. Eliot has evolved a new pattern in poetic technique

and achieved a remarkable position in the history of poetical innovation.

Eliot’s poetry gives us glimpse of the very heart of the immense panorama of the
disorder and confusion of contemporary civilisation. He is also a better critic of the disease
of modern life, its sick hurry and divided aims. He has mercilessly exposed its many evils,
and thus his poetry is and “Irritant to Thought”, a poetry which provokes thought. His pur-

pose is to arouse the modern man to the sense of his own spiritual degeneration.

Eliot must always be ranked as one of those great innovators who have created new
traditions and renovated language and literature whenever they suffered from exhaustion.
As Frank Kermode has said, “English Poetry would have had no futurewithout the

invaluablework done by T.S. Eliot”.

@ Never leave that till tomorrow which you can do today,
-Benjamin Franklin

@ Ifwe opena quarrel between the past and the

res
that we have lost the future. present, we shall find

- Sir Winston Churchill

Anyone who lives within their means suffe P
@® Any rs from a lack of imagination.

L’_,_ - Oscar Wilde

e
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In India 5th September is
celebrated as the “Teacher’s Day”.
Because on this days i great teacher
was born, who was Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan, Hé was born in 1888
at Tirutani forty miles to the north-
east of Madras (Chennai) in amiddle
class Brahmin family. The name of [:.*%
his village was “Sarvapalligaon, so hisff S (&
name was Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan. {ae sl
His father Beershami was not only a 3¥§g
priest but also a teacher of the an-
cient school. At seventéen, he gradu-

ated with a master degree in Arts from Madras Univer- )
sity. He married with Shevakamanna Devi, while he was TeaCher S Day
nearly fifteen. After a brillient academic careet he taugh
a number of Indians and foreign univerSIty sc}im:iars;n and
April, 1909 he was appoifited as a faculty in the depart-
ment of philosophy at the Madras Presidency College. Imporfance
Since then he engaged in the serious study of Indian of

philosophy and religion. o
In 1918, he was appointed a pro )
losophy in the university of Mysore. In 1921, he was Teacher S

phy chair in In-

appointed to the most important philoso . M .
dii): King George Vchair of Mental and Mgtrlalki?lﬁnce n the SOclety
i iversi tta. In 1929, Radhakris nan
in the university of Calcu e ncipal . Esin

Was invited to take the post vacate

carpenter in Manchester College, Oxff?fd- He \Z?lsi
knighted in 1931 and was known 5 i sar\;fpr of
Radhakrishnan. He worked as a Vice cﬂ%g%eh: was | T :
Andhra University from 193110 1936. In (9291048 IftequarAllAhmed
elected fellow of the British Acadeny ar d Univer: T b
he was the vice chancellor of Benaras Hindu

sity.

. "
He showed how western pl}llosophelrs,oclisg;aei
all claims to objectivity, Were paised by the

: « After 1946, his
Infly ir wider culture. Alter
nces from thel: :fas cut short when his country

Pholosophi e
\j ical care M) 3%

i 4o i (atfareriial
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ne:eded him as an ambassador to “UNESCO” and later Moscow. He later become the first
Vice Pfesident and finally the President (1962-1967) of India. He was awarded the Bharat
Ratna 1n.1954. He also received the Peace Prize of the German Book Trade in 1961. Dr.
Radhakrishnan also wrote many books. 1932 he published “An Idealist view of Life”. and
“Eastern Rre(;;-lg;](:; a;lld westemdthought”. Out of these he wrote some other books
a ishnan passed away on April 17, 1975. i i
he is s.tiI] z}live in very Indian’s heart. His bigth day 5th Sse;;tomuli}:' iiilll:ll:::jgg ?sl ‘lfr::c?;iz
Day” in his honour. But the question arises, why do we celebrate his birth d «Teacher’s
Day”?What is the importance of a teacher in a society ? s sl
Lok If)\e zf::;};e;; znto ;n;géﬁfg?lg :(f} lfhe x;hole educational system. Without a teacher no
number ot: ta.sks to perfonp. He is the pilﬁrofatllla}é 2;2?2:;{_)?;12 ;ﬂrgl;z socti;:ty. A j[elz-lch:{ehs;
removmg'llhtercy superstition and all other evils from the society. Atrum e ;ocx.a c% i
of the nation and an architect of national destiny. A teacher will m ldet‘;facher is :1 1‘1) o
studentfr ?]nd see that they become ideal citizens. He will also help tf?;m in tf]:]s c;rc?i‘c::: Lf their
care;r. ey muIs; grow up to be gr?at doctors, engineers philosophers and statesmen. A
teacher can mould a country and he is called to be the “Back bone” of th We get
our life from parents but the teacher enlight our life with the Jigh e” of t e country. i
always respect and honour the teacher. ight of education, so we sho
In the ancient times i i .
The Guru gave the 1t1tl'llnef§ II;Indla, the pupils received education in the houses of Gurt:
g pupils tood and shelter for twelve years till education on is completé:

These periods are called the “BRAHMAC »
ing and salvation. HARYA”, (self restraint) i.e. the period of 1earf”

We have heard the names of Dron :
i . . acharya, Sukrachar i : who were
g:; :ti;f:tf;l;:iezlc;he prZ historic era. The disciple or leamcgizgd ]i:th foS\Ir): lr,e‘:p:ct an
as “Guru Dakshin a’? ;:rit xli;us dE:I?bﬁ acytand presented his thumb togtrhe Guru i)ronochal'y a
Upamanny did not take any food i'lor: dat;); S)US:EAS a mark of love, respect and abedence,
aresult of this-devotion he become senseless%mdF‘E.Jrliillsdhti:r was so instructed by the Guru- ﬁi
and restored him to normal life and with eye sight . The Guru b thi

Now a days, the ab i :
y/ above stories are unthinkable yet. We can not deny the peffor'

mance of the teachers in our career buildi
AR ng. When we stud i i
the lives of sir, J.C. Bose, C-*
Raman, Marconi, Einstein and Jawaharlal Nehry, The bene)f(it we g:tS f?'oflir;{lr teachers ¢

not be requited in any kind. We should only |
! ove
our life and remember them as “The POlesi;r - ;Lisllj§;t and honour our teachers throug
l e”'

ecome so pleased as
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Indira Goswami (14 Nov’1942 - 29
Nov’2011) known by her pen name Mamoni Raisom
Goswami and popularly as Mamoni Baideo was an
Assamese editor, poet, professor, scholar and writer.

She was the winner of the Sahitya Akademi
Award (1983). The Jnanpith Award (200 1) and Prin-
cipal Prince Claus Laureate (2008). A celebrated
writer of contemporary Indian literature, many of
her works have been translated into English from
her native Assamese which include The Moth Eaten
Howdah of the Tusker, Pages Stained With Blood
And The Man From Chinnamasta.

She was also known for her attempts to
structure social changes, both through her writings
and through her role as mediator between the armed
militant group United Liberation Front of Assam
and The Government of India. Her involvement
led to the formation of the People’s 9011sultative
Groups, a peace committee. She referted to herself
as an ‘observer’ of the peace process rather than
as a mediator or initiator.

Her works have been performed on stage
and in film. The film Adajya based on her 'no.vel
won international awards. Words from the Mist152

film made on her life directly by Jahnu Barua.

Early Life and FEducation :

Indira Goswami was
Umakanta Goswami and Amb
was deeply associated Wit
Ekasarana Dharma. She studied
mary School, Guwahati Pine 2%
Shillong and Tarani Charan G.!I‘IS
Guwahati and completed Intermediate Art
Handique Girls’ Colleges Guw
In Assamese literature at G

born in Guwabhati to
ka Devi, a family that
h sattra life of the
at Latashil Pri-
Mount School
» School
g from
ahati. She majored
otion College in

Mamoni Raisom
Goswami

Paula Kaur Das
T.D.C. 3rd yedt

9

9

Guwahati and secured 2 Mas

tor’s degree from

Gauhati University ///wmlﬁﬁl
e o 8
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ncfeded hifn as an ambassador to “I‘JNESCO” and later Moscow. He later become the first
Vice PfeSIdent and finally the President (1962-1967) of India. He was awarded the Bharat
Ratna in 1954. He also received the Peace Prize of the German Book Trade in 1961. Dr.
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Indira Goswami (14 Nov’1942 - 29
Nov’2011) known by her pen name Mamoni Raisom

Radhakrishnan also wrote many books. 1932 he publi “ {5t -
= . published “An Idealist view of Life” and
“East l » . B 3 - -
o ves i utf s e st some ol bk o oty oo ng ) MO R ARG
2y on April 17, 1975. Though Radhakrishnan is no mor> She was: tl;le v:ziijmer of trl;ef‘;;h?;znAk‘:crz‘gzr: GOS =
% waimil

he 15’ ’S'tl]l z.lhve in very Indian’s heart. His birth day 5th September is celebrated as “Teacher’s
Day” in his thnour: But the question arises, why do we celebrate his birth d “Teacher’s
Day”?What is the importance of a teacher in a society ? l ayas e
s {:; ::i:,:;j (112 :;:, ;n:lg;al part of the whole educational system. Without a teacher no
i L S , an engineer or grab any other position in the society. A teacher has
r of tasks to pertorm. He is the pillar of the society. He can reform th ial cycle by
removmg-lllltercy superstition and all other evils from the society. A horis c{’ ilder
of the nation and an architect of national destiny. A teacher wiItly;notrll;lett:adl]aer IS:‘ rltlJlf his
z:lrdzm?r ;nd see tltlat they becon;e ideal citizens. He will also help the“m in t;: c?li)ai?:: of their
eer. They must grow up to be great d i :
teacher can mould a country and hgeris caﬁzgoffg’b?tgt:: ?‘gzcihglsszf l:;‘r:hzlijzzsn\;\?: gf;

our life from parents but the teacher enli i
t ; . ;
always respect and honour the teacher.gh our life with the light of education, so we should

Award (1983). The Jnanpith Award (2001) and Prin-
cipal Prince Claus Laureate (2008). A celebrated
writer of contemporary Indian literature, many of
her works have been translated into English from
her native Assamese which include The Moth Eaten
Howdah of the Tusker, Pages Stained With Blood

And The Man From Chinnamasta.
She was also known for her attempts to

structure social changes, both through her writings
and through her role as mediator between the armed
militant group United Liberation Front of Assam
and The Government of India. Her involvement
led to the formation of the People’s p01lsultative

In th ient times i i i
and shelter for twelve years till education on is complet®:

These periods are called the “BRAHMAC #
ing and salvation. HARYA”, (self restraint) i.e. the period of lear”
We have heard th :
il Grars Sl preiiig;-?: :faD;(;zag?;riy'cll, SuI;racharya and Brihasprti, who wer;
: g ple or learners | ect an

:se Y%ﬁgt%ﬁsfiﬁzzng ;?s :: klabya cut and presented his thulriabiggz tc;]s:: ’Dr:z)srli)ochal')’ a
Upamanny did not take an foode?red by Guru. As a mark of love, respect and abedenc®

4 or days together as he was so instructed by the Guru. AS

Groups, a peace committee. She referfed to herself
‘ as an ‘observer’ of the peace process rather than

as a mediator or initiator.
Her works have been performed on stage

and in film. The film Adajya based on her ‘no'vel
won international awards. Words from the Mist1sa
film made on her life directly by Jahnu Barua.

a result of this devotion he become sensele i
. : 15eless and blind. The G s this Early Life and Education : _
and restored him to normal life and with eye sight. uru become so pleased 2 Indira Goswami was born in_ Gu\avapatlltot Paula Kaur Das
Umakanta Goswami and Ambika Devi, a family tha TD.C.3rd yeat

Now a days, the above stories :
2 are unth ;
mance ort;;he teaf:h;rs in our career building, Wh;ﬁlii‘:l: tg;)t(.ﬂ\li .can nt?t. dinc):/ tgesgeréb\r/
i . b05&, i
Raman, Marconi, Einstein and Jawaharlal Nehry, The benefit wel;:ts fg;ofrir:)u.r teachers ca

not be requited in any kind. We should only |
; ov
our life and remember them as “The Polesi; . 0::):1?8553? and honour our teachers through
1 e’?.

was deeply associated With sattra life of tl??
Ekasarana Dharma. She studied at Latashil Pri-
mary School, Guwahati Pin
Shillong and Tarani Chara =
Guwahati and completed Intermer et
Handique Girls’ Colleges Guwahatl. She majore

in Assamese literature at CoHo" College 11
Guwahati and secured 2 Master’s degree from

Gauhati Universi’}’;////
R B 988

e paa aiaiEresl
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Career : .
In 1962, she published her first collection of short stories, Chinaki Morom, when

she was a student. Goswami has suffered from depression since her childhood. In the open-
ing pages of her autobiography. The Unfinished Aufobiography, she mentions her inclina-
tion to jump into the Crinoline Falls located near their house in Shillong. After the sudden
death of her husband, Madhaven Raisom Ayengar, ina car accident in the Kashmir region
of India, after only eighteen months of marriage, she became addicted to heavy doses of
sleeping tablets. Once brought back to Assam, she joined the Goalpara Sainik School as a

teacher. : ' ‘
At this point she went back to writing. She claims that she wrote just to live and that

otherwise it would not have been possible for her to go on livin . . .
. . .He

and Madhya Pradesh, an Indian state where her husband hag wo:kz)fip::zc:;g‘?::::h;‘;
used in her novels Ahiron (1980) and The Chehnab s Current (1972) respectively ’

Life in Vrindavan :
After working at the Sainik School in ara.
teacher Upendra Chandra Lekharu to come(}tzalll;-ai;taﬁssamﬁshe was persuaded ;Py her
research for peace of mind. an ttar Pradesh, and pursuc
Her experiences as a widow as well as L. o
The Blue Necked Braja (1976), which s about th?;f:;f f,‘?;,?};‘:d;"ms'?" “‘\',“?’ (‘1‘°::;
who lived in abj ect poverty and.sexual exploitation in évefyday life fll‘shwamm lof rme: e
uglier face of V.rmdavqn. The city of Krishn, a Hindu deity - invitin e nove e;%os wami
from conservatlye se'ctlons of the society. It remains a classic in m dg °nt1c1§m of 0S "
is autobiographical in character as she says the anguish of the odern Indian theurzture..ni
reflects what she had gone through-after her husband had G, T moel was based o0
Goswami’s research on the place as well as real life experien . ; e n.ove.l was base o
several years before she joined the University of Delhj ag a | ce of loving in the place
. In Vrindavan, she was invo}ved in the Ramayanz setztluizn A i jume of
Tulsndas’s'Raﬁayana purchased' during her stay there for eleven ru‘ S vot ource
of inspiration in her research. This finds expression in the unparall pees was a great S oo
Tulsidas’s Ramayana and the fourteen the century Assameseliza?n cted Cqumatxve Sn:ihy '8
Kandali in her work Ramayane from Ganga to Bralmapurra ( ;‘3’2912;1 written by Ma ?

Life at the University of Delhi :

After relocating to Delhi, India, to become H

i i ; ead e
University of Delhi, The most glorious phases of her life bcgigmlg?; E:pum:;r,l::; g,t g\w

wrote most of her greatest works. several short stories. i ] ' .
PBorofor Rani, used Delhi as the background. S, Including Hridoy, Nangoth Sohot,

I
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Her two clafssics - Pages stained With Blood and The Moth Eaten Howdah of a
Ii uskgr were also written during this peridd. The other books completed while she lived in
Delhi were Ahiro, The Rusted Sword, Uday Bhanu, Dasharathi’s Steps and The Man

from Chinnamasta.

In Pages Stained With Blood she writes about the plight of Shikhs in the 1984 anti-
shikh riots following the assassination of Indira Gandhi the Prime Minister of India. She
visited many of the other sites to complete this novel. She even went to G.B. Road, Delhi’s
red-light distrlct, to depict the lives of the prostitutes who lived there which form a part of her
novel.
In The Month Eaten Howdah of a Tuskar she writes about the plight of Assamese
Brahmin windows in satra, religions institutions of Assam. This novel was anthologised as
the The Masterpiece of Indian Literature atid was made into a film, Adajya, which won
several national and international film festival awards. The novel was also made into two
television mini-series; Nandita Das played the role of Giribala in one of the mini-series.

Another major piece of her fictioh during the period was Jatra (The Journey),
based on the problem of militancy / secessionism that has affected almost the entire North-
East Indid from tier ever since Indian Independence.

Her Success t
She received the Sahitya Akadem

(2000), Iridia’s highest literary award, for w

; Award (1982). She received the Jnanpith Award
riting about the subalterns and marginalised. Two
of the malt features in Goswami’s writings have been the focus on wormer and the cultural
and political construct of the Assamese society. But the overall emphasis remained on the
P r sum of the Claus laureate (2008) to

i identity. She contributed a majo . .
e beup Health Cent A, a, Borihat in Assam- This contribution is not merely mate-

a Public Health Centre of Ames her childhood, come true. She died on 29 November 2011

rial in its nature but a dream since dhooC
after suffering a long ailment in Guwahati Medical College.
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Every year, six million visitors from
throughout the world travel across continents to
the Musil du Louvre in Paris to gaze in wonder at
Leonardo Da vinci’s famous portrait, the Mona
Lisa, an oil painting on poplar wood. The portrail
took Da Vinci four years (1503-1506) to complete.
For centuries afterwards, his talent and ingenuity
sparked several debates and a multitude of theo-
ries in a global effort to uneover the mysteries
hidden behind the Mona Lisa.

Who is Mona Lisa ?
Many questions arise over the years as

to the true identity of the lady in the portrait. The | ¥
Jtalians call her La Gioconda, which means “the ] |
light hearted woman”. The French version, La
Joconde, carries a similar meaning, provoking many |
thoughts and theories about the Mona Lisa’s smile. 3
One popular theory suggests that the lady _
is the Duchess of Milan, Isabella of Aragon. Da N '
Vinci was the family painter for the Duke of Mi .
for 11 years and could very well have paintedlzliz MyStery Behlnd
Duchess as the Mona Lisa. Some other research- th
ers have stated that the painting could depict a N €
mistress of Giuliano de’ Medici, who reigned in M o
Florence from 1512 to 1516. Amore recent thought On a LlS a
by Dr. Lillian Schwartz of Bell Labs is that the
Mona Lisa is the feminine version of Da vinej him-
self. Through digital analysis, she discovered that
Da Vinci’s facial characteristics and those of the
Mona Lisa are perfectly aligned with one another,
Despite the above theories, it is currently widely
accepted that the portrait depicts Lisa Gherardini,
the third wife of a wealthy Florentine silk mer-
chant named Francesco del Giocondo. In fact, the
title of Mona Lisa is discussed in Da Vinci’s biog-
1d published by Giorgio Vasari in

raphy, written al
1550. Vasari pointed out that Mona is commonly ,
.

Kishor Talukdar
T.D.C 2nd year

el RN T TR B S B

used in place of the Italian word Madonna, which could be translated into English as ‘Madam’
Hence, the title Mona Lisa simply means “Madam Lisa”. .

How does she smile ?
Mona Lisa’s enigmatic smile has been the source of inspiration for many and a

others. In 1852, Luc Maspero, a French artist, jumped four floors to
in Paris. His suicide note explained that he preferred death after
tand the mystery behind Mona Lisa’s smile. Today, visitors to

with the same question : How does she smile ?

by referring to a painting technique called stumato,
which was developed by Da Vinci. In Italian, stumato means “vanished” or “smoky”, imply-
ing that the portrait is ambiguous and blurry, leaving its interpretation to the viewer’s imagi-
nation. This technique uses a subtle blend of tones and colours to produce the illusion of

form, depth, and volume.

cause for desperation in
his death from a hotel room
years of struggling to unders

the Musil du Louvre grapple
Italians respond to this query

Dr. Margaret Livingstone, 3 neuroscientist at Harvard, explains that the human eyes
consist of two regions - the fovea, or central area, and the surrounding peripheral area. The
fovea recognizes details and colours and reads fine print, while the peripheral area identifies

on looks at the Mona Lisa, the fovea

shadows, black and white, and motion. When a pers .
focuses on her eyes, leav her mouth. Since peripheral vision is less

ing the peripheral area on
accurate and does not pick up details, the shadow’s in Mona Lisa’s checkbones augment the
curvature of her smile. V .

When the viewer Tooks directly at the mouth of the Mona Lisa, however, the fovea
doesnot pick up the shadows, and the portrait no lopger appears to be smiling. Therefore, the
fMona Lisa’s smi

appearance and disappearance 0 le is really an attribute of viewers vision.
pp velations from years of research, the Mona Lisa remains an enigma
paint brush have e

Inspite of the many € . :
todI;y. The brilliant strokes of Da Vinci’s : nsured that she continues to
evoke wonder, admiration, and inspiration in all Who lay éyes upon her.
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The Faceboo Effct

Neelofar Yasmeen
B.Sc. 1st year

The whole world has become like a cri

< hore, Some of the fastest growing areas Oﬂcglcek?;tl;illlettiue to the internet facility every-

There are several of them, ranging from the older orkut to t?{e the social networking sites.
perhaps .the x'nost popular one now is Facebook. One can ¢ newly-minted Google +. But
networkl_“g S_lt.e Oftf_lousa_nds, lakhs of people in this region Sfaly Fuat; faosbook i e socia
trum avallabl‘hty, it is a given that FB itself will be modiﬁedo o ets Ofcource v/ith 3G spoc-
some other sIte. Facebooking is not an elite activity at a]lj or be over taken, eventually by
keeping in t'ouch. Ifone is‘ “friends” with some day, one al - Face booking is a fine way of
his or her life. Indeed, things are so face book oriented aways knows what’s happening in
instead of greeting each other with “Kikhobor, kene asg hmong some younger people that
they meet up in the real world, they say, “Hey, is eve mhi;gz‘l‘lf are things with you ?” When
from you on Facebook for so long now” ? Ofcource, this b right ? Why no status updates
though a harmless enough one. Among avoid Facebooker ccome quite an addiction also,.
photos have been uploaded‘on FB. In fact, with the helpsz)??: event is complete until the
ends, relatives and others from every Jook angii)ljrook v;e keeps a sweet
ner of the country. So,

touch with our fri
| networking sites being such a wond
erful way of keeping i
eeping in touch, the

with such a socia
concept of the “global vil lage™ has given a marvellous new dimensi
ension.
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YOUR BEST FRIEND

Mouspiara B'eguxh
Class H.S. 2nd year

I know you have many fiiends
men and women
boys and girls
old and young
some of them stand by adeversity and happi.
just for showing
only with a view to get something
But to give - Nothing
 some of them give their umbrellas
when the weather is fair
But take back just when the sun begins
e g purn or it rains
 Soyouarein confusion

ess

" With whom you have the real friendship Sy
i \

] respect and admiration
d commitment

take enough time; don't be ina hurry
J¢ is not an easy task to choose @ real friend

But don't worry
sure, one day you will hear avoice

In your inner most core of the heart

And will feel that -

That source of voice is the medium -

Petween you and God

Based on mutua
character an




whao will never be a fraud
Now find out that source your best friend
No doubt your best friend will be the oasis
When you will be in the midst of a desert
_ The royal penquin to make to you warm
5 When you will be in the Arctic-oceam.
g (\ _ The only source of light to show you the path
R\ /Al when you will be in the midst of space
o And in your real happiness of my success
T you will ful the worth of His -
Most hearitest embeace
And you will see with your inner eyes
His or her each and every feature
In each and every serene gift of the nature most interesting -
Today you may discover that -

: that voice is your own :
only you can help yourself in each and everyway
Name understand you as you understand your self
S50 your best friend is none else

! -~ Butyouyourself -

s

, - ' 3 aces? o b l .
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Rakhi Das
T.D.C. 3rd year (English)

The Hypocrisy

Indeed, the people are beautiful flowers
They scatter Sweet scent, hiding the thorns
In every petal of their Lives.

The chameleons feel ashamed,

observing the changing colours _

of the people in every season of life.

The people
They provo

They have no tim e
busjf running restlessly sans the proper destination . .

& ; . I \{-\- y
At least, the people must shun their hypocrisy . e

During lovely seasons of nature.

Indeed, the spring may spout seent on ﬂ'{eir lives, ; J B\
/;Ind sn;ash the dual role playing hypocrite,

As Dr: Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.

are also their great enemy,
le. usur the benignity of their brethen

¢ to take lessons from nature

N




CHILD LABOUR

Khairul Islam
B.A. 2nd year

g Whoever he tay be,
. Tom, Dick or Harry
Wretched poverty stares,
sternly at his face,
compelling him to toil,
with exertion and foil
Losing childhood joy,
Discarding shame and coy, -
 Deprived of learning, ‘
- Incourse of earning
1o contribute fo the Jamily
And get rid of scarcity, ¢
little did he know, st
The world thinks for him so *h
Dedicating a day every yeai,;
As world Day against child Laboyy
observing it on Aug 12
By creating awareness and wave
fo ban child labour

And protecting him from chains forever,

J— )
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Tribute to my Mohi f |

Neelofar Yasmeen
B.Sc. st year '

Days passed, time passed

Just of one dreary year

Pain persists in my heart

The day you left us shattered

The scene of last journey

comes to my dream every night
Tears roll down the cheek
consoling myself, that this is life
Once born have to leave one day

Mom, you just put off the lamp

But, the light has nat extinguished

As the sun sets
we walk in the path you pared

Remember you each and every moment

whenever you are
Feel your presence
Always besides US
Mom, you are the guiding star
For today, fomortow and

forever

........




With Love Rittika

Shazid Ahmed
T.DC 3I'd year

The most beautiful girl on Earth

As innocent as a dove

Calm like a river \
You came to my world of happiness
To heal my burning heart

The purity of love

Sparkled in your eyes

You sang songs of Rain and Lovye

I sat beside you

5"0 listen to your mystical guitar
é‘ ;choed .sohngs of a nightingale in q tired deseri:

......... she stopped playing new ' = :
S/ilé' stopped singing new so}'igs e
she is now in her new hg
ippy hom

where God and fairies reside. t

Path to Success

Satabdi Ray
T.D.C. 3rd year (Eco)

Would wake up in mom § call,
Now it s on alarm clock all;
Loved to run about free in air
Now it feels free air is very rare,
used to fly in sky, everything now is so dry;
used to walk on a road very smooth
But it now no longer remains as truth;
 I'wouldlike fo go back into that life again
But Ihave realized that all my efforts will go vain,
In spite of such, [ put a smile above all
Because there is abways su
confidence is all that matters
But a single mistake might make you scafter,
But all these has o be bared
Because life is never 10 be feared.

nshine after rainfall; « *




I’m a Sinner

Hiranya Ray
T.D.C. 3rd year

I am a sinner O God

—ty Throw me into hell;. 55 0% SR © CIERRIEEES

Inflict suffering on me :
Make me feel suffocated

Give me a guilty conscience
Keep me ever aware
of your holy presence.
- ILamasinner O.God
 Blow up my sins
 Shower mercy on me
~ Give me unwavering devotion
ey hrough a sudden flash
- of pure intuition
~ Take me into the path
of true renunciation,
1 am a sinner O God
Save me from the fyranny of mind
Give me faith that is blind
Ennoble me by the grief experince
Cast divine light on my path
I am thine O God

Let me have a sacred paih,

mﬁ’asf.{arvfal cﬂmmmﬁmw mén )

Life, a servant of Tlm

Jupitara Nath
B.A. 1st year

Life a rainbow

But, with more colours than VIBGYOR:- 03 A
where each moment lays beside

The cool sensational touches of thought

The seasons changes periodically

changing tracks of the life

The time keeps everyone in its hand

And neversees the fortune every now and then
Oh!The fatlures of the successors

£ And the success of the failures
No one knows what else the other second bring

The joy furning to SOrTow, the love turning to hatg(
The science of ...

leading to death

see

The experiments turning 10 experience of life.

The life, finally, is

which turns clockwise an

Aifife el CIREAS

servant of time, .
d anticlockwise.

.
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A Song Sung by God

Renu Mattu
B.A. 2nd year

I have carried you on eagle s wings !
Iwill care for you in all your years !
My heart is full of peace;
you have been within my life
Your guiding hand has always
covered me
Lam jull of confidence in you.
My soul is like a child
Cradded safe within your arms
you have carried me across my years.
Leading me thru ‘sorrow and thru "joy.
Never need of he afraid
No matter how uncertain things my be
Sometimes thru me sometimes inspite of me
you seen to find your purpose
in my life.
Lknow failure in my life,
The wealkness so centrql
fo my heart

When I hae strayed or faller is my life
you gently set me on my feel agains.

\ A
R 4
: & o g

Habib Fazlul Basid

Nowadays,

Time is difficult to spare :
Smile on faces has become rare .
Life has become very heetie

with people studying that:‘qpples _

contain acid lactic.

The temperature of the earth is

Increasing day by day.

with people becoming affected

by UV rays on the bay.

People are becoming more and

More crazy for money,

Gone are the days of honesty.

Many animals are near the o
Danger line e

wirhé;oachers and hunters doing s {, \%
ir work fine
g:;en pastfres and Tropical Rainforests \) <\
Are nowhere to be found :

Gone are the lives of the people "

with smoke and sound. .

But just by jotting down a poem
we can't change the world

ing to action
We must spring 10 actl .
So, that allear ive in relaxation.

7 .,
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Janmoni Ahmed
B.A. 2nd year

If T'were Mark Ty wain,
1 would have writtey, adventure Stories,
Where heroes would pe brave to sigin the villains.
I I were wordsworsh s With fame dripping from my name,
]l@ love for Nature angd mystery would have been great
Writing would have come easily to me, Jije '
But sadly, this was por fo be,
If Iwere Leo T olstoy,
My writings wauld be aff f;71 of wise thoughts
My heart woulg’ be of great size J
And my looks would be very z’m‘er;se
But alas, [ am none of the aboye ' .
Not famous qs Yel, but the worj, Will know me
When I do Something greqy | |
And then, everyone Will applayg Jor a great
Poet and writey of all times - me !/

Playing a game,

My Senses

Abdul Manna Sheikh
B.A. 1st Semester

T'watch the sun as it rises from the seq

O, thank you God, for blessing me

Thank you, my Lord r giving me light

with awe, I proiise you’ Your Glory your migh.

I smell sweet armoas the flowers the rain,
I thank you, God again and again,

- Thank you my Lord for sense of smell

Your mercies, Your Bounties I know so well.

I hear the birds chiping sounds near and far
I thank you most loving most Gracious Goa;
Thank you my Lord for making me hear, Py
Your power, your majesty I shall always fear. S B
[ eat fresh fruit, some honey a date

O, thank you, God for my sense of laste. : E
Thank you my Lord of the gifis you have given me \
1 am grateful to you, my creator eternally. .
[ touch a rose so perfect, s lo?’ely

O thank you, God I pray happily, :
Thank you my Lord for my sense of touch 3
T am indebted to you my creator for so much.

N‘____~____
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