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The Nobel Prize in literature for 2001
has been awarded.to Vidiadhar Surajprasad
Naipaul (Vidyadhar Surath Prasad Naipaul).

A.B. Nobel, the inventor of dynamite. who
was born in 1833 in Sweden kept a portion of
his vast wealth in a trust which, he desired to
be utilized to commemorate his name after his

death, not as the inventor of dynamite but as a
lover of humanity and peace and accord-
ingly, after his death, since 1901 Nobel Prize
is being awarded out of the MONey of that trust
to the people of the world who have outstand-
ing contributions in the fields of world peace,
literature, physics, chemistry and medical
scince every year. Since 1968 this awarded is
also being award to the people who have out-
standing contributions in economics too. This
award is being given every year on December

e people who
contributions

had outstanding 1o
cited above. The prize is oné million dollar.

V.S. Naipaul has already been awardgd
1. S. Eliot award in

the Booker Prize in 1971, J. :
9.90 for his monu-

1986 and Knighthood in 198

mental contributions in the realm of literature.
of the present

This desperate literary genius

Century v’i/as born on 17, 1932 (TRINI-

DAD). He is from 2 family of Hindv Indlan;

who had immigrated 10 Trinidad. His gran

father went to Trinidad

dia) as an indentured SCIVa”
Though his

10, the birth day of Nobel to thos |
in the feilds

V.S. Naipaul, The winner of
Nobel Prize in 2001.

* Kamini Mohan Sarma
Lecturer in English

worked as a labour, his fathe"i earned his live-
lihood as a writer and-workiﬁg as a journalist
in one of the local newspapers. Naipaul left
Trinidad in 1950 to study in Oxford at the age
of 17. He studied English Literature in Ox-
ford University and after the completion of
his studies, he settled in England and became
a free-lance reporter of the B.B.C. in the
middile of the 50 s. He married an English
girl at the age of 23. But after 41 years of his
marriage, his wife died. So, at the age of 66
he married Nadira, a Muslim girl of Pakistan.
Naipaul's Works : Towards the end of
50s of the 20th century, Naipaul's works
started to be published. He started his career
as a writer of non-fiction. But he became fa-
mous as a novelist soon after his "A House
for Mr. Biswas" was published in 1961. It is
indeed a clasic work of art. The novel is set in
Trinidad , the place of his birth. The central
character of the novel is Mohun Biswas, Who
is modelled after Naipaul's own father, The
trouble of maintaining the independence and
tradition of a Brahim family in an antagonis-
tic situation has been vividly described in this
novel. It deals with Mohun Biswas' attempt
to assert his personal identity and establish
his independence.
Naipaul's unusual novel"A Way in The
World"is also very much autobiographical.

Sugar-cane farm. /



Here, Naipaul seems to have described his
life and experience in Oxford.

Naipaul's " The Enigma of Arrival" and
"Mr. Stone and the Knight's Companion" are
set in Britain. His "In a Free State" and "A
Bend in the River" are set in Africa. In these
two books, he has depicted Africa as a place
of "darkness".

His latest novel "Half a life" is also au-
tobiographical. This novel is set in India and
its central character is Willie Chandran, the
first Indian hero of his novel.

In case of Naipaul, it is really difficult
to say exactly for which novel he bagged the
award. But the Swedish Academy has spe-
cially mentioned the name of "The Enigma
of Arrival" in its citation. The Swedish Acad-
emy calls " The Enigma of arriva]" "an
unrelnting image of the placid collapse of

the old colonial ruling culture and the decline
of Buropean neighbourhoods” "The Engima
of Arrival” is undoubtedly a masterpiece in
which the writer visits the reality of England,
Naipaul's writings very honestly reflect
the pervading cultural chaos and confusion so
glaringly manifested in the post-colonial era,
The Nobel citation has said that Naipaul has
been chosen " for having united perceptive
narrative and incorruptible scrutiny in woks
that compel us to see the presence of supressed
histories".

Naipaul is regarded as one of the best
English writers of the present century. His
special magic lays in the realm of fiction, But
the fact is it was Naipaul's non-fiction rather
than his fiction that made him famous as a
writer in the west. In his non-fictional works
he has often dealt with the harsh and contro-
versial things about ideas, beliefs and the life-
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style of individuals, communities and nations.
"An Area of Darkness," "India ; a wounldetz
civilization" and "India: A Million Mutinle§
are all his controversail writings about India
and the life-style of the Indians. In mqse
books he narrated what he saw in India.
Coming to India to visit his forefather's land,
he was hurt to see the poverty, heartlessness,
corruption, hipocrisy and uncleanliness 10 11
dependent India that he has accurately de-
picted in all those books.
As students of English literature and
lovers of literature we feel very happy that
last year the Nobel Prize was awarded 10
V.S. Naipaul. There are two reasons for 0
happiness. Naipaul is undoubtely one of ﬂli
greatest writers of English prose in the peser
century. Secondly, we feel proud of him a?
he is of Indian origin who still has a.lovgl ¥
hate relationship with India. After getting ’
good news from Hrace Engdahl, the head ©
Swedish Academy, over telephone, N alp ags
issued a statement in which he said, "Th(ljstlo
a great tribute to England, my home, a0¢
the dedication of my agent, Gillon Alﬂm;‘ei
Naipaul is the second Indian to bag the NO th
Prize inliteratue, the first being Rabindra l\l{fag
Tagore. He is the eighth British author t0 ©
the Nobel Prize. Before him William Goldlélli
was awarded the prize for his first novel
"Lord of the Flies" - in 1983. s

e

THE ROMANCE OF PHILATELY

 Bijaya Saha
_ How romantic it is to hunt fc;r1 1a sF:(lrap SR e,
i er, perforated an all sides,
sgzgidparrlx[:iter?ag:g:i ! I:'But the history of tlll(e
postage stamps makes phﬂately rpore rlextr;rtc-)
able. There are interesting Stories rela o
the collection of rare, used or unuisﬁd, z;s m\:f .
as errored stamps, Whi(ﬁl ;:atches e glimp
ic phi st.
E melgoé?naiu;:;l;ait: the 1840's, Staliflp col-
: grown into one of the world's plost
ies; a science and a busmgs;
There isno other hobby whllc
ch a wide variety gf people-
and old, rich and poor. Itis populairt
YO_UIlg hool children every wher'e becaugetS
Wlth = to begin. There are }Nnters, all‘tls 0%
izaflizs, scientists and :]hf)aﬁzvget?gez oy
i S
v pr?ifzssﬁglsnﬁé gf:mps have ccl)nquereczll | ;
cvon . zs Henes e collectlgg asaﬂd ish Guiana 'one- cent' issued in 1856. In]];9 eé
i‘c})irll)y l;;“;id to be the "hobby Olfal[:i S e e et “;?;E Zzigou;ca:sthe
Fusdof B2 v O.te oEfJ;fumania i lzldilierh;nh?pfiizof 280,000 U.S. dol-
Fuad of Egypt, QuenMar! Roose-velt were  shockingly hig eyt e
American President FT X Daciihis s TS SO
stam

; ta paper is hence very interesting.
pei COlleCtorSi)T't}l&Slé hobby of KNS . ol IIr)1 5856, when the stock of stamps was
proved itself to be

other countries followed Britain, .the idea of
exchanging stamps came into qmstence and
collecting became more interesting. Thus. the
hobby was born. In 1851, a lady advertised
in a London newspaper for used stamps. S.he
wanted to decorate her bedroom walls with
stamps. She had a collection of about‘ 16,000,
but wanted more to complete the project. She
is considered world's first stamp collector.
The interest spread rapidly anq everywhere
men and women began hunting for us_ed
stamps of different countries. The collection
and study of 'postage stamps' _gradua}ly came
to be known by the name "philately”.
The fact that there are some 01((11 §tam;[)is
thousnds of dolloars may soun incred-
?‘t;(l):?o those outside the realm of ghﬂately,
The world's most expensive stamp is a Brit-

lecting has
popular hobb
activty today.
is practised by Su

exhausted, and a fresh supply had failed to

: bieS-" . 1 tel . -cent
e kn;%agfp hg:)necting begal 1mf“;‘::$p iﬁ arrive, the postmas;;alr hur.ndlt)lzl :agﬂa;ﬁi ;Z 5
e - usin
after world saw the qu;igo’srtﬁg bits of 00}' z:ﬂfllllp;g;l gfa(;iizcof zhe stag}np was 80 poor
1840 issued by Gr:a(t:uBrir:)sit y and usled ;I,’r;(:r-x thga " .the postmaster,to prevent forgery, asked
Oured paper were some people:
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the postal officials to initial each stamp be-
fore selling it. 17 years later, a young British
Guianese, L. Vernon Vaughan, who had just
started collecting stamps, discovered among
his family letters a ‘one-cent’ stamp. He did
not know that by mistake one of the 4-cent
stamps had been printed with the value of
‘one-cent' and this Stamp was in his posses-
sion. He sold it for 6 shillings (Rs 6.40). He
did not dream that the Stamp which he sold
for a small sum of 6 shillings would one day
be priceless.
The story of the world famous "Post
Office" Mauritius stamps is equally interest-
ing. Mauritius, a small island in the Indian
Ocean, was the fifth country in the world to
issue postage Stamps. In 1847, it happened
that, by mistake, the inscription, which ought
to be 'post paid', became "post office", These
Stamps were put on sale on 2( september,
1847, ithappened that, by mistake, the inscrip-
tion, which ought to be 'Post Paid', became
Post Office'. These stamps were put on sale
on 20 september, 1847, but the mistake was
not detected until 1864, when Madam
Borchard, wife of a Bordeaux merchant,
found 12 of these rarities, About 26 specimeng
of these stamps are now known to be in ex-
istence. Each time they have changed hands
their prices have gone up. One wonders how
a small scrape of paper became such a treas-
ure,
_ What makes 5 stamp precious is rar-
ity, demand and good condition. There are
many philatelic gems which are much sought
after. Stamp auctioneers sometimes deals in
millions of pounds or dollars worth of stamps
Printing errors in rare Stamps have created
records in the prices of stamps. Philately is

probably the only field in the whole range of
printed matter and ephemere, where an im-
perfect article may be more eagrly sought af-
ter than the normally prfect one.

An ineresting case occured in the Ca-
nal Zone in the U.S.A. A new 4-cent stamp
was released in October 12, 1962, to mark
the opening of the Thatcher Ferry Bridge.
One sheet of 200 stamps printed in four panes
of 50 each was found with a major error.
The silver bridge on the black and grey de-
sign was found missing.

Three panes of 50 stamps each were
discovered in the stock of the philatellC
agency of the Canal Zone Postal Agency-
However, one pane found its way to H.E.
Harris and Company. This is now valued at
thousands of dollars. The U.S. Postmaster
General ordered a new reprint without the
bridge 5o as to nullify the high price of Hartis
find. However, the authorities found a tartar
in this firm. On their application, the cOUr!
issued an injuncion against all who could d°
such a printing, including the president of thg
United States, the Postmaster General, a0
the Governor of the Canal Zone. Thus, the
printers had to stop printing any more Stamps
without the bidge.

Stamps showing an error should b
carefully preserved as their value increases:
Therefore, stamp-collectors have to be a kee?
observer and detect verious errors in StAmP
and get them for his collection. Beslderss’
making it interesting, stamps with erre
make the collection valuable. -

The nature of collection varies frfhe
person to person. One may collect 311160‘
stamps he can lay his hands on Some 0l

ike
tors concentrate on a specialised branch
—
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stamps of a continent, a country or a theme,

such as, animals, sports or space. "_l“here are

certainwell-to-do collectors whose interest 18

confined to 'mint' or unused stamps. What-
ever, be the field of specia]isatilt;n the collec-
i e complete in itself.

. S};?lllle(f::nt timgs the study of stamps has
been taken up by many Research Papers on
philately are published often: Tl_lere are mlcl)-t
seums of stamps and philatelic hbraneg, n
to mention the umpteen stamp clubs. : tal;:);;
catalogues, albums and othe'r accessomesbers
the stamp collector aré so%d.nll large r;umtam
everyday. Philatelic exhibitions and stamp

Whaf IS préonality i -
Sigmund Frend (185639)
. | : mé; P_gr&onality has _ _{Igfeqpa
born with and still. harbour i
civilization and rt:z;trq;r;t; ‘
' with the outsiae W i

D the ¥ : hunger and
nce the needs of MUTSET 40 0

and wil.

?’ES : ZGfEfOfceS. the ld repg'e_:genzilng: ﬂ’l {g.;_g ,
n your uncencious mind; the super ego, w
and the ego (or L
O reare meviable confcts beoveen hese forces.
Id, 11 J thirst are met, the ldzg dﬁ}i'e:?_g- by

auction are regular events in many cities,
There are also journals devoted to philately.
Many modern newspapers have stam.p depart-
ments to cater for the tastes of their stamp-
loving readers.
Thus, philately has become a fu}ly
devloped science and an art. But, it still wins
the heart of people as a romantic hobby,

rather the king of hobbies. s

") which tries to reconcile

hild has sexual
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- SurEr CoMPUTER

Definition:- _

The fastest and the most expensive com-
puter available at any given time are gener-
ally called supercomputers. This is not a sat-

isfactory definition but we are forced to use other computers, such as personal computers,
such a definition as computer technology has ~ workstations and mainframe computers nor-
been evolving rapidly. In the

past 20 years mally used in computing laboratories . The
there has been a thousand- fold increase in  range of the exponent in super computers 18

the speed of arithmetic operation of comput- also high, around +300 ampared to =99 i}l
ers, and it is therefore difficult to give a time-  other computers. Thus the arithmetic prect-

invariant definition of the speed of a super sion and range of numbers used iD

computer. Although the cost of computers for supercomputers is significantly higher than
a specified speed and size has been going  those used in other computers.

down, typically the cost of supercomputers The peak speed of modern super com-
has remained constant, around US $ 10 mil- puters isaround 100 gigaflops. In other words,
lion . Currently (1998 ), for a computer to be Supercomputers should perform around 100
called a super computer it must have the fol- billion floating point arithmetic operations P"jr
lowing characteristics : second with operands which have 16-digtt
High computing speed :- The computing mantissa Today higher speed supercomputers
speed of a supercomputer is tgeasured in  with peak speeds of about 1000 gigaflops Of
gigaflops. A gigais a billion (10” )and flops one teraflops, are being designed. The peak
i8 an abbreviation for floating point operation gigaflops is calculated by assuming that all
per second . A floating point operation is an  units of a super computer work simultane”
arithmetic operation (addition, subtraction, ously at their highest speed obtainable and 15
multiplication or division ) on operands which more important for a user. In fact the best 2V-
are real numbers with fractional parts. The erage sustained speed obtained in solving 2
operands are expressed as a pair ( mantissa, typical problem of inverting a 100 x100 mal-
€xponent). For example, the numbeg trix of real numbers is of the order of
.185. 67827 which equals 0'185678227 x 10 gigaflops, which is much smaller than the Peal;
15 eXpresse as (0'18567827,3),where speed of 100 gigaflops. In contrast with S“pe_
0'18567827 is the mantissa and 3isthe ex- computers, the peak speed of, for IBM pC us

ponent . In Supercomputer, the number of dig-  ing a Pentium processor (200 MHz clock) 5
its in the mantissa is 16 , whereas it is 8in  0.01 gigaflops.
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| bers in super computers.

. Computer, now-a- 4ays:

‘ in
working together to SoIve &5

© an access speed of aroun

Hi h precision of stored numbers:-  per byte for each of the processors in the su-
g

' We mentioned that super COmputers use 16 per computer.

. ich i ble the fast secondary memory :- As
igits for the mantissa which is dou Large, :
dlgltts,eronoma]ly used in other coputers. One the computation speed of super computers. 18
oo der why such a high precision fOr .1, e data to be processed must be readily
oo WOItliner nuni,bers is needed. The reason . . 1,h)e in the main memory. For a process-
is 106 pO: sit%ility of accumulation of the small 4, 64 of 3 gigaflops, a maximum of 2 bil-
1s thiili):l)z errors made by the computer while 0, 5airg of operands would be needﬁf?r
roun ; . . ‘the f them cannot be stored in
; i operations, The larger second, and all of the .
prfome ?nmgﬁg operations, the 1arger ..o main memory. As data is retrieved from
m}mbertho ccumulation of errors. A Compu- 4o ain memory and processed, new data
e :riyi:gaout 100 million operations per$eC- g, 5y1d be moved to the main mem;)rtg from
ter C . il d- The size of the sec-
. 100 million round~ e gecondary memory.

fmd will also b:;ﬂm: gSpecia\l care should ondary memory should be large and the spegd
ing GIIOfS Per 3 to re\;ent accumulation of . which dataistobe transferred to the main
thus l?e taken 1\131 ore significant digits a® o ory should be compatible with the speed
rounding e,nfors.t real numbers in Super COM- ;¢ tha main memory. Normally at least 1000
used 9 represffge a better factor of safety 10 gigahytes (usually abbreviated as GB) of sec-
puters t0 provt utation. ondary storage is provided in super comput-
A e are stored as binary BUM-  o.q The rate at which data is transferred from
All mumbers Each real numberis o cocondary memory (usually magnetic disk

d in a super computer's memory UsiBg  emory) is around 5 GB per second.
stored in

- i ter may be clas-
: is called a double pre To summarize, a comput .

64 bits. SU-Ch : n}lszfxils):r whose formathaS  gied as a super computer if its aver e arith-

cision ﬂotmngiJsO 12 ;ly the Institute of Electri-  etic speed is of the order of 10 gigaflops

been standardise

In this format, gy 64 bit operands, it has a large capacity

; ineers. _ .

cal and Electronic Enginee issa (giv- in memoty of the order of 16 GB with an
the mant1ssa \st""  main memory i A . .

52 bits are ufgd ?;gpsrizs;n:cance) and 11biS  ,ccecs time compatible with the arithmetic

ing around 16- d1

dary memory
and one bit  (0ed and 1000 GB of secon
e used 1o store e exp?ll“ll?il;tpfo"ides an zgith a data transfer rate of arougd 5 GB per
for the sign of the nugggf- second. The main point to pote is that mere
exponent range of 10 . Asuper gigaflopsrating is not sufficient to czll a cc:cni'll-—
Large, fast main memory fa qumbes  puter a super Computer; there musagn e;n I::; -
’ i5t8 0 ing hi igh capacity m
const - all of them - i0g mgh speed,‘ hlg. 4 gn gwith vy hign
of processors connected togetheg’le problem. and high capacity dis : irity t
da er capability.
6 of all the  speed data transfer cap o
The sum of the main memory with  Application of Supercomp

16 gigabyes: 1 indispensable tools
Processors stould be abou; })62g51%;n):)seconds Super computers are indispe;
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for scientish and engineers in their research
and development. Some applications of
Supercomputers are as follows.

1) Motor car collision :- An interesting
application of Supercomputers is to simulate
the effect of various types of accidents on the
motor car its driver and passengers.

_ ii) Oil exploration :- Geologists carry
out what are known as seismic exploratory
studies to find out whether a given region has
potential oil deposits.

iii) Movie making :- One of the inno-
yaf;ive uses of high performance computers

18 1n producing and special effects of excel-
lent clarity and realism for the motion picture

References :-

Lazou, Christopher : " Super computers and their use"
Rajaraman, V, : "Supercomputers", Universities Pres
. "Elements of Paralle] Computing"

India, 1990.

industry.

iv) Weather forecasting :- A major goal
in atmospheric sciences is to forecast weather
over long periods accurately.

v) Magnetic fusion energy resaerch :- The
sun and the stars seem to radiate inexhaust-
ible energy due to fusion reactions which are
continuously maintained in the system. A
§upercomputer solves the major problem fac-
1ng scientists and engineers is to design a 1e-
actor which simulates the condition in the sun.
vi) Computational chemistry :- One of
the interesting problems solved by structural

chemists is to predict the structure of com-
plex molecules, g

» Clarendon press, Oxford, UK, 1986-
$ (India) Ltd., Hyderabad, India, 1999.
» Prentice - Hall of India, New Delhi,

+ "Computer Programming in Fortran 90 and 95", Prentice Hall of India,

New Delhi, India, 1997,

The new energy

¢ the computer we would not have understood thay
vest, most plentiful, and mos

7 mind work. This is indeed
n through the ages has been

information, like electricity, S
tversatile energy for mechani-
the first era when energy Jor
all but completely lacking. AT
sponsible positions (4@
f their time seratch
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AIR POLLUTION AND
ITS BAD EFFECTS.

Air in nature is never clean since it is
contaminated with poisonous gases (e.g. CO,
NO, NO», SO3, O3 etc) unburnt Hydrocar-
bons etc. The contamination of air with harm-
ful gases, dust, smoke etc. is called air pollu-
tion. The pollutants like CO, NO, NO9, ‘802,
S03, O3 dust, smoke which pollute air are
called air pollutants.

Sources of air pollution :-

The various sources of air pollution (in
atmospheric pollution) are given bellow. e

i) Burning of coal, wood and oil :
When coal, wood and oil are burnt., blagk
smoke is produced. The smoke conains p011~{
sonous gases like CO and SO2 and‘ blac
unburnt carbon particles. The smoke is black
because of the presence of these carbon par-
ticles in it. Coal contains Some sulphur as 1311
purity. So when coal 18 bumt', sulphur of 'i
coal burns to from SO2, Qﬂs also constzg
some sulphur compunds which producearbo%1
on burning. CO2, SOy and unbum:o ih T
particles. produced as above, g0 111
and make it polluted. ' :

ii) Gasis released by the mtemcﬁ;gz;

bustion engines of car and bugesfzd e in’-
aeroplanes etc: The smoke obtamed i
complete combustion 0f petrol, US

. ‘ i S, bUSBSa
internal combustion engines Dt

o [brahim Ali
B.Sc. IInd year.

alcohol and acids. All these substances are
poisonous and hence pollute air.

iii) Chemical industries :- The chemi-
cal industries emit various poisonous gases
into the air. These gases make the air polluted.
An industry producing bleaching powder
emits chlorine gas into the air. Industries
working for extraction of metals from sulphide
ores produce SO7 gas which causes air pollu-
tion.

iv) Smoking :- Smoking produces CO
and nicotine. Both these chemicas are poison-
ous and hence make the air polluted.

v) Dust :- Dust produced by the heavy
traffic and various industries pollutes air.

vi) Radio-active waste materials ( Nu-
clear pollution) :- The radioactive materials
produced during the enrichment of nuclear
fuels and in nuclear reactors. used in hospi-
tals and laboratories, emit high energy gamma
radiations, which inhibit cell functions, lead-
ing to some serious diseases like leukaemia.
The raditions initiate unwanted cell growth

which produces cancer etc.

BAD EFFECT'S :-

(A) Toxic effectof CO on human beings and
animals :- Before we discuss the toxic effect
of CO, it's worthwhile to have an idea about
the structure of haemoglobin which is present
in the red cells of the blood. Haemoglobin is
an octachedral complex of Fe(ii). The cen-
ire of the octahedron is occupied by Fe (ii)

G ich is used
truckes, scooters, aefoplanesetc' w-hl d not
Peter F. Druker | 38 a fue] is burnt inside the eogine a2
 The Age of discontinuity clis ; NO, NO2, unburnt
S e | Separate‘iy, contains CO, ’ Ounds some
Carbon particles, some Jead cOMP Goalpara College Magazine 183
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. and th.e four corners of the square base are height between 15 k.m. and 60 k.m. and then
‘ oc.:cup1ed.b.y four N-atoms of the hemo group. 2 blanket of CO7 gas exists in the lower part
Fifth position remains }lnovvupied. Thus the of the atmosphere. Now when sunlight, con-
su'uf:ture .of hemoglobin can be represented sisting of ultra-violet rays, visible light and
b)lll (Hor s1m.ply by Hb as;hovys bellow. When infra-red rays falls on the top of the atmos-
:lh uman being or an animal @ﬂw 92 from phere, the harmful ultra-violet rays are ab-
e atmosphere thlS. gas combines in lungs sorbed by O layer and hence do not reach
v:nh.th'e'haemoglobm and from oxy-haemo- . the earth's surface. On the other hand, the
geobm its sz, HbO), ThusHbactsasan oxy-  vissible light and infrared rays pass thrc’)ugh
n carrier for blood the CO2 layer and fall on the earth. Since the
infrared radiations have heating effect, they
heat the earth and its various objects. If the
atmosphere contains too much quantity of
?02, the green house effect is considerably
increased ie, due to increased quantity of
COy, the temparature of the earth is increased
too much. The increased of temparature melts
all tl}e. glaciers (Snow- mountains) floods of
lowlieing areas of the earth, changes the bio-
logical activity of oceans and patterns of Cr0P”
ping etc.
~ ©) Effects of SO and SO3 on huma?
beings animals and plants :-
SOy present in the atmosphere undef
goes photolytic or catalytic oxidation to fro™
S0O3. 803 reacts with rain water or moistur®

and gives HySO4 whi .
‘Hb + CO — > £12304 which comes down the at
HbCO mosphere in the form of sulphuric acid raif or

The formation of HbCo makes us un-  acid
- ds s iq acid i .
able to take up O from the lungs. This tric aciz:‘gi:hls acid is as dangerous as It

results in a quantity of Oy available to the
body-cells . This is called anonia. This pro-
duces suffocation and may even lead to death
of a person smoking a packet of cigrates daily.
He inhales CO from the cigarette smoke. This
pr:ldtl)lcgs HbCO in the blood and hence nor-
mal body function are disturbed. oflo : . -
. (B) Green-house effect :- These isapro-  tion ch:ﬁllgiﬁgﬁ;l{) Iilnov;a ' P er}ods, e prgd::
tective layer of O3 gas in the atmosphere ata  hence green colour ofptha:tsligu'gﬁg;e .

Now if a human being or an animal in-
l;ales CO. instead of O7, vacant, position in
the structure of Hb is occupied by COSince
Hb has greater affinity for CO.Then for Oy
and carbonyhaemoglobin, Hb CO is formed.

_ S0; irritates the respiratory system of
animals and humans, It daﬁlagesri'unygs.
con If plants are exposed to SO2 of high
centration over short periods, prownish
colour i.n the tips of pire needles gets
decolourised. If the plants are exposed t0 SO2
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AN INTRODUCTION TO
LITERARY CRITICAL THEORIES

Before going to the topic it should be
better to discuss first what actually criticism
is. Etymologically the word criticism is de-
rived from the Greek Word, 'Kritikos' mean-
ing ‘judgement’. But the criticism of the arts,
especially literature, differs from all other
kinds of criticism. When we want a judge-
ment upon the soundness of Naranarayana
Bridge we call in an engineer. But when we
want a judgement upon the soundness of 2
literary work , especially of a poem, prose
piece etC., often it is not the maker of that
work whom we consult, but a critic. Though
it is very difficult to find out the actual defi-

pition of criticism but we may make an at-

tempt to do 0 by saying that it is an at-
ork of art or litera-

tempt to explicate a W

ture with the intention t0 help the reader /

audience to interpretand appreciate the work

of art or literature in question.
M. L Abrams discusses various theo-

ries of criticism. We get clear pictur® of
the nature and function of critic.ism fron:
his classic opening chapter of is book.
The Mirror and Lamp". He describes four
theories of criticism - i) Mimetic: ii) Prag-
matic, iii) Expressive, a1 i
Mimetic :- This theory dates b
the days of Plato i

e itics. They €8
great greek critics. TheY e als0 €

e i 0 e

o Amlan Chakravarty
T.D.C. Il rd year

pressed the same view. According tohim :
The arts of painting, poetry, music, danc-
ing, and sculpture, are all imitations. By the
very term ‘imitation’ we can understand some
correspondence between (WO signifying
items. Hence, it is a relational term. As litera-
ture is an art, it is intimately bound up with
what is called his' Theory of Ideas.’ Plato

_called awork of art as a copy's copy : it is

twice removed from reality. Plato says in
his " Republic ", ' ideas are the ultimate
reality,’

So, by imitation we mean the repre-
sentation of the external world or the !
universe ', It is notable here that while Plato
pelieved morality tobe end of allart, Aris-
totle, on the other hand, denotes pleasure as
the end of poetry ie. art.

. To sum up this theory, we can say
that it emphasized or gives primacy to the
work of art as an imitation. It is also
called the most primitive aesthetic theory.

Pragmatic Theory :- Then we come
to the pragmatic theory of criticism which
lays emphasis on the reader or the audi-
ence. Todescibe this theory we must men-
tion the name of Sir Philip Sidney. In his

»Apology for Poetry", he defines poetry as:

vPoesy, therefore, is an art of imitation, for
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s0 'Aristo'tle termeth it in the word ‘mime- and it gives birth to the Expréésive theory

sis', that -1s to say a repfesenting. counterfing of criticism.

2;11 figuring farth - to spesze getaphori- Expressive theory of criticism :- To

teac)lrl, a sape:kl.ng ';lncture with this end to understand this theory we must notice W.

'E;ou g;llght g ~ wordsworth's definition of poetry. 'Poetry’,
aton o ;ve ind the same term imi- he says in his Preface to Lyrical Ballads",
o u y Plato am.i Aristotle) here ‘is the spontaneous overflow of powerful
:)lis’eart )é'gnlmdney’ but.rega.rdmg the function fellings' Of whom ? Writer's or the read-
o i (:jy is quite d1_ffex:ent from both er's. This theory solves this problem by
shoul?l ;oatllll teP l;to. ACCO{‘dmg to hlm art emphasising on the writer or the artist. And
o ot :;3 and delight. Earliar, The it looks ona work of artas an expression
e ¢ Horace also expressed the or overflow of powerful feelings of the au-
_poetry (or work of art) should be thor. So, the artist bec romi-
:llleas.ure giving and at the same time mor- nent here omes mote P
y improving. N
' This expressive theory is not a result
e :so: ;: car:l t;lan;f thls' theory. of cntl- of Wordsworth's views 0?1, poetry. ‘This
Sidney sincegﬁl loc(:)ks eo?maﬂer sir Philip - expression s to be found as carly as Longin®
chieﬂy, as a means to zzlm edWork ot eusson of ths sublime style and oo
end an instru- Bacon's short discugsi
: : cussio . But the
gefltdfor getiting something done and tends ~ publication of the "Lyri:alolgal;l(zi?has done
. judge 1tt;valuealaccordmg to its success a great job. It changes the mimetic and
ttaining that goal, A certain tendency of ic vi
RO ) pragmatic view in critici es-
the ‘Prag1.nat1c cngc is .to conceive (i.e.form tablishes the e)'cpr::sf,si%/rt Py leClSﬂ} m:ld Lish
an idea in the mind, imagine something)a criticism eviewof art in en2
poem as something made in order to effect .

. n A In simple words, the mai ¢
(r;t‘l,l:rsl‘l;e t1l'lesponses inits readers., ’Ifhls theory of the expressive theg mglalge summa-
" tifn e greatest part of, criticism from rised in this way: A v%fk og art is essen

e . . :
ooty h:s ofb eI:;)race :;) 18 th- cc.',ntl-lry. This tially the internal made external resultin
thetic atitade of e Weoron woe b 6% ffom a creative process operating UBdH
i 15 otable hore a1 o World, Though - the impulse of feeling and embodying B2
Hobbes and Locke ;:v:en xp;Zs?sl- f)inntlliy f}? mbined product of poet's perception 2

) € thoughts and feeli

oet, o eelings.
Igoet's)tgzm?:;ahty and degree of his (i.e. John Stuart Nfﬂl in his 'What is PO"
. 7" and 'Th i '(1853)
Throush th _ etry 7' and ‘The two kinds of Poetry' (

was shiftedgflto e té)é‘ogress' oftime the Stress  gave a new dimension. He said that poetsy
poet's natural genius "is the expression or uttering forth of feel-
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ing," Mill says there are two kinds of
poets one is born poet (natural poet) and

the other is cultivated poet or made poet.
He calls Shelley and Keats natural poets
while he proclaims that Wordsworth is a
cultivated poet. He says that cultivated po-
ets write poetry with a purpose. That is
why the question of emotion and feeling
islacking in them. He criticises Wordsworth
by Wordsworth's theory. As I have men-
tioned earliar, to Wordsworth poetry is the
'spontaneous ........ ' Mill is of the opinion
that for overflow the well must be full. But
Wordsworth's Poetry, he says, " has little
even of the appearance of spontaneousness
- the well is never SO full that it over-

flows." _ '
It this regard we must mention the

pame of T.S. Eliot the great modern poet
and critic. He inventsa theory. called ‘ob-
e - correlative’ t0 EXpress poet's own

jectiv . :
emotion from hisown mind. His theory g0es
ing emo-

like this: "the only way of express :
tion in the form of artis by finding an ob-
jective-correlative'; in other words 2 set‘of
objects, a situation, @ chain of eYenm which
shall be the formula of that particular en?o-
tion: such that when the external fa(.:ts, which
’ te in sensory experience, are
. on is immediately evoked.

We can also IeC :
T.S.Eliot has made between the man who

suffers and the mind that creaws.“ﬂ'll‘:lzvlriilg
that suffers means that the poet Or

who suffers can only create something. The
word 'Suffering’ here stands for experience.

f Goalpara College Magazme 1871

The man who has the expefience can only
write something. Thus the writer becomes
more prominent.

Objective Theory :- All these three

theories mentioned above deal with the
work of art itself, in its parts and their
mutual relations, but this theory(i.e. objective
theory) of criticism cuts the work of art
from creator and the environ mental world
that we know. It looks up to the work “of art
as something autonomous, sufficient into
itself and so an object that can be under-
stood and interpreted in terms of its partsin
their internal relations and sets out to judge

it solely by intrinsic quallities such as com-
plexity, coherénce, equilibrium, interrelation-
ship of art etc.

Though it is very rare to find in liter-
ary criticism but the several strands of
modern and post-modern criticism can be
related to one or another of these branches.
Aristotle made an early attempt at the analy-
sis of an art form which we may call objec-
tive type of analysis. It is to be noted here
that, we have discussed Aristotle under the
heading of mimetic theory. Aristotle isolated
the species' tragedy’ by some divisions as:
plot music. To understand these divisions of
tragedy better we must notice his definition
of tragedy. He calls tragedy as, "an imita-
tion of an action that is serious, complete

and of a certain magnitude; in language
embellished with each kind of artistic orna-
ment, the several kinds being found in sepa-
rate parts of the play; in the form of action,
not of narrative; through pity and fear ef-




fecting the proper purgation of these emo-
tion." So, this theory suggests that the main
function of the tragedy is to arouse 'pity' and
fear'. For these two characteristics 'tragedy’
is different from other work of arts like com-
edy. In comedy we also find the six constitiunt
parts of tragedy but not the element of 'pity"
and 'fear’. Aristotle is also of the view that a
tragedy must have a good beginning, a mid-
dle and an end. And for a good plot there
must be three unities, they are the unity of
time, place and action. He gives more impor-
tance on the unity of action.

Here in this regard I mention two
quotation from the two great poet critics,
Keats and Shelly. Keats says, "I never wrote
a single line of poetry with least shadow of
public thought." whereas Shalley says in
this way: "A poet is the nightingale who sit
in darkness and seems to cheer its own
solitude with sweet sound; his auditore are
as a man entranced by a malody of an un-
seen musician." In later years E.A. Poe has
expressed a view to consider the aim of a

poem that, " a poem per se.... written solely
for the poem's sake." /T. S. Eliot also ex-
pressed the same view in his dictum of 1928,
that, 'when we are considering poetry we

must consider it primarily as poetry and

not another thing.' John Crowe Ransom, the

great new critic, is of the view that the au-

tonomy of the work itself as existing for its

own sake.'

Conclusion:- To conclude my paper. I
would like to opine that the main function
of criticism has to serve aré - to present the
work of art to the reader in its appropriate
situation and the second purpose is to help
the reader to judge a work of art. Criticism
is mainly concerned with values. In this re-
gard D. H. Lawrence makes a distinction
between science and criticism. He says "Criti-
cism can never be a science: it is in the first
place much too personal and in the second
it is concerned with values that science ig-
nores." .

These four theories that I have di?'
cussed are not the final theories of crifl-
cism. New criticis with new theories ar
coming up day by such as Modernism, Post-
modernism, Existentialism, Formalism, the
Post-structuralsim etc. But we have to be clear
that whatever the theory may be the maif
pupose of criticism remains the same, that
is, to help the reader to arive at a proper
judgement on a particular work of art.®

'Nothmg n zhe wo::'ld ca ';take the place Of perszstence Talenr wzll not nothmg ‘5

more common tha U m‘u

,has 3ohea' and always w /

sful men of ralent Gemus w:ll not ..
d determmatzon alone are ommporenr 1 he slogan pr 6’-15‘
lved the problem,s of the human race.” .
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DIVINE GOD

* Kabita Sharma
T.D.C. ITlrd year (Arts)

One who says that ,

We are the creation of His

One who says that ,

We are alive by the grace of His .
One who says that,

We have an address given by Him .
One who says that ,He is immortal .
But we have to die by the order of His .
But when .......

I ask him "Who He is?"

Where He lives ?

Who is the creator (?) of us ?

By who's murcy we are alive ?
Who's address we recognise ?

By who's order we have to die ?
Then, he replies to me,

He is Divine .

He lives in Heaven .

And the rest three he answers.

We all call him Divine God .
Then, one more question appears
In the threshold of my heart

If He is Divine,

If He lives in Heaven,

If He is immortal,

Why he throws us into the world of
Sorrows and sufferings to enjoy (?)
All the worst which compelled us to die .
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The soul's plea

</
3
)

o7
o

Nes
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° Bijoya Saha
T.D.C. ITlIrd year (Arts)

ﬂlgzow not I when we will unite :
By hearz;s anxious, roves my eyes
Kut where can | find thee ?

how not I, and none can tell me.

My destination seems to arrive ...
The lonely soul searches for thee
Breaks 'the image of existence,
And desires for a real one.

N :
0 more  craving for the rest,

. And no pri
pride seems to be best
Moulded I am into a new ,

Purity envelops me in liey.

{ szjtbmir all that to me belong;
ante me with thee, and,
§we my soul Thine address.

®

e Nishat Ahmed
T.D.C. III rd year (Arts)

Why can't cry ... |

The heart cries, cries SO miuch

Flows not, though punched inside.
Fear, there's fear, inside the heart;

The fear to express the pain to others.
Know's not, why do one fears;
Why is the heart always with tears.
Why so lonely, and think of life so deeply ?
"Sadness IS the commpanion,” and so the heart drenched wholly.
An endeavour it is 10 console the heart,
Very soon, this trouble will surely apart.
But the very next moment, d felling COMES ...covvunerennn
Why there's someone alone always with a crying heart ?
Oh ! None can understand the heart and thus qUESHIONS 1t ..cvuvenes
Why can't you CrY, though pounded into pieces ?
Willn't this loneliness desert the heart ?
Willn't these tears with one, ever part?
Willn't one with others be same happy ?
Willn't the life by making loneliness a friend, be more sappy ?
None have the answers with them,
Nor it's known when 10 get them..........
It's time to be intimate with the heart,
And beg it for the hopeful GnNSWETS cec........
But will onegbe satisfied with the answers got ?
Now there's the fear to get disheartening answers,
Now there's the fear to question‘the heart ; '
Unexpressed the heart is, and will ever remain.
Oh god! When will the day come,
The day when one will triumph over
The weight of Unexpressed Pain ..............
The day, at last, to cry, cry . CFY sssspvssasss !
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