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The poets duty is to be clinically minded, and poetry
should be clinical, a kind of therapy performing a
function analogous to the prychonalytic.
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'In spring when woods are gelting green
I'll try to tell you what I mean’ —
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@ These two systems are not competitive but complementary to each other. To advocate only the second one is
nothing but a reflection of the schizophrenic state of mind. Probably it is high time to give a second thought on

both for the success in future.
@ The youths of Assam will have to share a sympathetic relationship between human beings by utilising their

thoughts for the greater welfare of our society.
@ Obviously not. All of us, both students-and teachers in Assam are interested only in stereoptyped thinking and

routine treatment. We want to substitute swiming a river, say, Brahmaputra, by merely pinpointing it on a map
As we are in the oxygen tent — the result is failure. These lines suggests the solution too.

@ Frankly speaking, there are no longer bclicyers in the (academic) environment of our college except on the lunatic
fringe. Irregularity of classes, inadequate library facilities etc., are responsible for such a tragic situation.

Deb Kumar Chakraborty
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C,Z:roughout his whole career, Gandhi spoke

and wrote about his ideas and conceptions and what
he achieved or perceived in his experiments with truth.
There is hardly any subject under the sun that con-
cerns life and society that he left untouched. In the
course of his intellectual odyssey in the vast universe
of human wisdom, he paused, pondered, spoke and
set forth in black and white about his ideas on his
ideal society every now and then and here and there.
Let us venture here to formulate them all concisely.

Gandhi's ideal society, the Ramrajya is a casteless
"to each according

and stateless society. Its slogan is
to his need, from each according to his capacity."
Every one in the society must render manual labour
according to his capacity for the good of himself and
of the community. There should be no "high and low",
and every one is entitled to a living wage, "the living
wage being the same for all". In his ideal society, ev-
eryone was to have what one actually needed. The
rich were to give up their wealth for the masses of the
be, in plain language, the

The rich were to
ey were to spend wealth

people.
e calth. Th

trustee of the state'’s W : ]
for the masses of the people- They must give up their

surplus wealth for the masses of th.c people. They
should be persuaded to doit voluntanly. If they could
not be persuadcd, then non-cooperation was to be
tried against them. But the non-cooperation must be
non-violent. The rich cannot accumulate property

i _operation of the poor. If the rich do
without the co-ope€ oo e eooper

not act like the trustec, the poor $
uld be bound to come to

the rich wo
ate. And then the richi L e e society good-

terms. For peace and prosperl :
P d co-operation between the

will, understanding a1

SR SIS

Kamini Mohan Sarma

haves and have-nots are necess
possible to be brought about by%riugr?(ffgpatﬂziﬁzt
They cannot be imposed from above. They must oW
ﬁ_-om below. Co-operation and communism isg s
ls;)ll; onIEIX through the p-crsuasivc power of non—E\)r(i)o-
. .h 1s was a Marxism minus violence. Good
brought about through violence and force contradicted
itself. If the end is to be good, then the means t e
bound to bfa good. The attainment of good thrcc)) 5 lli
Pad means is simply impossible. Once Gandhi sal'lg :
"The means may be likened to a seed, the end to a ;r .
and there is just the same inevitable connectio bCC
tween the means and the end as there is betwe oy
seed a1.1d the tree. I am not likely to attain th G
following from the worship of God by layin ekt
Pros'trate before Satan. If, therefore, mygneg ¥ i
say, 'I want to worship God, it does not métt Wihre 7
fjo so by means of Satan', it would be set de iy
1gn01:‘[:‘1}1:t f'l&ﬂy. We reap exactly as we sow" i
e Marxist classless socie ; ]
body and its needs exclusively ittsy (I}nie%}glnzﬁl%}ysm?l
losophy on the other hand, makes the individ ai P
to be "emancipated from the bondage of the uh Sf:ek
body". He rules out all other means save trﬁt[imcal
non-violence for the realisation of the goal of j an'd
vidual freedom, equality and brotherhood P
Gandhi denounced Communism. Hi; ADDI
to social justice was based on minimum govpploach
control and decentralization of power and SCI‘?Mem
dence of the individual. He had warned 5 < Spen-
replacement of the white bureaucrats by t%alnst the
bureaucrats. He disliked the increase of the ;c)brown
wer of

the state, because, though it apparent]
) 3 y d()es £00

L2
cmm




minimizing the exploitation, it does the greatest harm
to mankind by destroying individuality. He
emphasised upon the self-dependence of the indi-
vidual. He thought that.it would be a negation of
democracy if the government did everything for the
people and the people did nothing or if the govern-
ment prevented them from doing anything they
wanted to do. According to Gandhi, everybody has
got the special duties and obligations towards his
immediate environment. One's first and foremost duty
is to serve one's immedidate neighbours. A person
who pretends to serve the whole world while neglect-
-ing his neighbours, really serves neither the world
nor his neighbours but only his own pleasures and
whims. One should sacrifice oneself for the better-
ment of the community one lives. The logical sequel
of self-sacrifice, according to Gandhi, is that the indi-
vidual sacrifice himself for the community, the com-
munity for the district, the district for the province,
the province for the nation and the nation for the
world. :

In his ideal society the 'Principle of Swadeshi'
plays a vital role. The Principle of swadeshi is capable
of application to every walk of life in the society. In
politics, swadeshi stands for the decentralization of
power. Every regional unit must be autonomous and
free, so that, it may rise to the full height of its stature
by developing institutions to its peculiar tradition and
genius. In economics, it means that one should make
use of the services of a workman who js one's
neighbour. Instead of importing skilled workman from

outside one should help one's poor, unskilled
neighbours to acquire the skill.

Even in case of religion, the principle of Swadeshi
is applicable. In religion it means that one should stick
to the religion one is born in and help it grow into
perfection by incorporating into it the excellences of
all other religions.' This would make for constant
growth and expansion of one's own religion and to-
cration of religions other than one's own.

All our knowlgdgc is i'cla't_i.ve;
POWer to grasp the Absolue.

we haw: no

— Swam; Vovekanang,

i

Gandhi understood that real India lived in the
villages. At that time nearly 700,000 villages were
there in India. But almost all the villages were of the
same wretched condition. There were no school, no
road, no sanitation, no dispensaries. There were only
poverty, illiteracy, malnutrition and epidemics. Gandhi
felt that if India was to,survive, she must live in the
villages. So, he gave emphasis upon making villages
self-sufficienit. For this, he selected Segaon, near
Wardha, a typicatly small and under-developed village
in central India. As many as six hundred people lived
there in that burning hot in summer. It did not have
any of the minimum modern amenities. Everyone in
it was illiterate and suffering from either dysentery or
malaria.

Segaon was renamed "Savagram". Gandhi made.
it his headquarter and started virtually alone to work
in accordance with his idea of model village. What he
achieved in doing there, is a pointer of the unique
materialization of his conception of ideal society.

- In the National Conference on Educational theo-
ries, he proposed that handicraft centres be used as 4
means f<-)r educating villagers and that handicraft made:
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The quality of a population depends upon two
factors, namely gene.tic endowment and acqmrcd ‘ab'lh-
tes. Although genes do have a role in c_iet.crlnumng
the quality of a population, it tends to be mmgmﬁcant
on the average. For large populations the immense
difference in the qualities of different populations can
largely be explained by the difference in their acquired
abilitfes. Whereas, these agquired abilities are largely
had from educagon, and the process of acquiring sgch
abilities 1s referred to as creation of hul-nan capital
which is created by investment, and by investment,
ts refer to the process of expenditure
ts which are likely to generate
the future. Hence, when we talk of cre-
et, we mean the process by which
tin themselves, by means of edu-
other activities which makes them
ce more productive.
conomists analysing capital
centrate on physical capi-
s this concept of human
But after, TW. Schultz

vestment In human be-

most economis
on the creation of asse

income 1n
ation of human ass
human beings inves
cation, training, and
more efficient and hen
In the carly years ©
development, tended to c%% :
tal, and until the carly 1960
capital was an unknowz; gﬁrﬂltly;
Putill?hef92;ul£lllzrie§e discussed educational expen-
- d f " of investment, and also after the pub-
Vel al" by Gary Becker, who de-

diture as @ it
- 1 .
licatior) of "Human 2P mation and

an capital for -
investment in education
that the problems and possibilities of
formation came tO the fore-front.

means of developing human capi-
fect on each and every as pect
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‘ Education and the Creation of Human Capital

Nissar A. Barua

man capital will definitely have a more dynamic
growth rate than a country which has a relatively less
developed human capital. Thus, a group of people
with developed skills, acquired through education and
training, will have a higher salary or wage structure
or they will be earning more entreprencural rewards
besides having the immense personal satisfaction of
experiencing their value as productive units. Of course,
we must consider the fact that in an under-developed
country Human Capital Formation consists in invest-
ment in health and nutrition, besides education. But
in developed countries, health and nutrition is already
adequately available and hence, here the perspective
of human capital formation extends only to the sphere
of education and training. The formation of human
capital is of great importance for the all round devel-
opment of an under-developed country. This is
partcilarly true in the case of countries like India, where
un-utilised natural resources co-exist with un-utilised
and some-times mis-utilised human resources. Here,
the formation of human capital will bring about far
reaching changes in the total environment of the so
called under-developed countries. And for a start, they
will have a dramatic effect on the attitudes, aspira-
tions and motiations of the people. These people will
gain the knowledge of the possibility of a higher level
of living, and would start giving priorities to such
things which would help them to acheive it. In fact,
human capital formation, through a process of edu-
cation, training and skill-formation serves as vehicle
which ushers in various structural changes in the
esult of which a static and traditional

economy, as a I
elf into a vibrant modern society.

society transforms its
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the actions from expenditure on education and train-
ing, which is in fact, investment in human capital,
can be gauged using the same techniques. Thus, cost-
benifit analysis presents the opportunity to weigh the
costs and benifits accruing from a particular form of
investment and express it in the form of a single fig-
ure. And since, human capital formation, consisting
of provision of education, ‘training and health is one
form of investment, it is thus possible to determine
the most benifical form of expenditure to improve
the quality of the people.

Investment in human capital benifits both the
individual as well as the society. The individual benifits
because he improves his skill and productivity, as a
result of which he expands his scope of employment
whereas, at the same time he increases his potential
life time earning. Again, the society benifits by hav-
ing a more productive work-force and an enlightened
social environment.

Problems and Policy :

The formation of human capital is an immediate
necessity for the poor and under-developed countries.
_However, their ground situation throws up various
forms of obstacles and barriers, in implementing the
various schemes taken up to acheive the objectives.
One major problem is the explosive growth of
population, which has an adverse impact on the qual-
ity of the human resources. This happens because, an
ever increasing population reduces the per-head avail-
ability of existing resources which has a bearing upon
the population quality. Thus, a bigger population will
mean smaller per-head investment in them in the form
of education, health, and other services which leads
to various constraints in the adequate formation of
human capital. Thus, in this context, the task of hu-
man capital formation becomes immense since a mas-
sive quantity of critical skills have to be developed
and at the same time a population of gigantic propor-
tion has to be managed. The problem, moreover, is
magnified when it is viewed against a back-droP’ of
paucity of resources, inadequate organisational ar-
rangements, and the absolute poverty of the majori
of the people of these countrics. v

In the context of country like India, the typical
problems and obstacles towards the development of
human capital is clearly evident. Besides, having an
explosive population growth rate, here, we also have
a huge base population to contend with. And with a
stagnant and over burdened agricultural sector and a
relatively small secondary and tertiary sector, the prob-
lem of human capital formation and the question of
its nature and direction presents a formidable exer-
cise. However, education as a means of slowing down
the population growth rate has distinct possibilities.
After the total failure of the various schemes of the
family planning programmes, it has dawned upon the
planners that the key to reduction in birth-rate was in
women centered programmes, which includes educa-
tion, health care, and social awareness programmes.

. P"CSidZs, aschool of economists have pointed out
at, in order to have a dynamic agy;

: gricultural sector,

Zn wh.1c¥1 four-fifth of the total population is depen-

ent, 1t 1s necessary to reduce the burden of surplus

populaion Wthh. exist here in the form of disguised

unemployed. This is so, because, in order to be dy-

namic, any sector will h
ave to :
can be re- earn a surplus, which

invested so as to improve the 1vi
. roducti
of both the physical, as well as, the h&muza[:gi?l

which it utilises. Hence. in vi
: . » I view of this ar
i:oarsl.(sgynonhthalt the curriculum of the preiu.rszaurr;(1 ﬁ
lary schools in rural are 1
lated, in order to steam th ﬂzswnz:‘d;ot;mb:ﬁ?;nflrgz

e
rural t
I;) urban areas needs to be reconsidered
owever, thi .
> this argument does not apply in the

case of highe . -
the na gher cducatlon, since here specialization i
lame of the game, 45 pecialization is

b

: far as iob- "
consid s job rtuni
to plla; ri;d.bl:/ii;gii(;wﬂe: planni ]a he(zgp;l)as a vi?:lsrzliz
: ¢ gap betw
cxpand and supply with fl‘)‘-fer een the manpower

s methodolg ) ence to various skills.
oL cons Y
qualitative aspecgtys of d:l/:i both the quantitative and

On one hand i+ ace: pment of human capital.

power am;[;,(:c:-teist:utﬁates the Presently existing lr)nan-

on the othey h]and - future needs of the same, while
for acheiving ¢, ot l'ays down appropriate strategy
Manpower Plannf cs_tlmated targets of manpower.
the numbey of Pc:‘lsgo * Pasticularly useful in planning
cal skills undey varigs Who are to be imparted criti-

TR SIS

Us specializat;
@ pecialization programmes

VRIS SR



—_—

and empirical analysis, with special ref-
erence to eduation. 2nd education,
Princeton  University  Press..
Princenton.
Schultz TW. : (ed) 1961 Investment in Human Be-
ings. University of Chicago Press, Chi-

cago, Illinois.

since, dis-equilibrium in the demand and supply of
skilled manpower results in complete obsoletion of
human capital, which in turn leads to youth alien-

ation and social unrest.
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VC"" he Modern poets are represented by Stephen
__/ Spender, W.H. Auden, Louis Mac Neice,

tan Thomas and a few others. These poets show no
Joyalty to the traditional idea of Keats, that poetry ns a
reflection of beauty and they are firm in the conviction
that time has come for ugliness to have its poetic day.
They derive the inspiration to compose poems frqm
an industrial world, full of factories, smoke and noise
which is completely devoid of nature’s charm which
the Romantic poets glorified so highly.

During the early part of the twenticth century men
more and more lost faith in certain traditional ways of
seeing the world, due to developments in the religious,
economic, political, military and other fields. This age
was markedly one of popularization and commercial-
ization. The bulk of the work written during this pe-
riod was written under a special kind of influence which
resulted in making that work rather unfamiliar and dif-
ficult. This was the influence of contemporary writers
abroad and in case of poety it was the influence of a
foreign school of poetry, that of certain late nineteenth
century French writers whose works were obscure and
genuinely condensed.

Nineteenth century poetry was complex and
widely varied. E R. Leavis has said, Nineteenth cen-
tury poetry was characteristically preoccupied with the
creation of a dream world." This points to much of the
poetry of the late nineteenth century.

The other tradition of verse presents an use of lan-
guage which is undoubtedly vernacular. It is a personal,
intimate and yet unassertive tone in which nature is

presented in a more or less domestic way. The poetry
of Thomas Hardy is characterised by its plain vernacu-
lar language and its strong awareness of everyday life.
This poetry bridges the nineteenth and twentieth cep-
turies.
1910'3;; new poetry which came into being from about

did not modify the English tradition but departed
from it. This new poetry looked not to the country-

side, but to the great city.

The technical features of modern verse were : In
the first place, jt demanded that social fCSPCCtability
should not be allowed to impose restrictions of subject
matter upon the poet. Secondly it demanded that liter.
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Modern Poetry and Tradition
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ary conventiofs should not be allowed to impose re-
strictions on diction or emotion. There was an insis-
tence on the supreme virtue of economy and concen-
tration.

T.S. Eliot, W. B. Yeats and Ezra Pound stand out
among the shapers of modern poetry in English. Their
main artistic contribution is the modulation toward a
poetry of open process which tends toward a balanc-
ing of emotional states. A great part of this balancing
in their work is enforced by their deep sense of tradi-
tional form and its values.

Eliot formed a means of expression in poetry of a
representative modern mind. He was one of the first
English writers to respond to the most significant de-
velopments in modern French poetry, influenced by
L.aforguc and Baudelaire. From them Eliot has adopted
his urban settings. In his poetry, the idea of time has
the same kind of prominence as the idea of nature in
the poetry of the romantics.

Eliot's view of poetry is derived from the nine-

t}:::lcnth century. It comes from French writers like
faub.ert and B.audelairc, and from the direct influences |
of Irving Babbitt and Santayana at Harvard, Ezra Pound |
, ]

WB. Yc.tats 1s one of the major forces in modern
poctry. He is an advocate of straight forward syntax !

and TE. Hulme in London.
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WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE
HIS LIFE AND WORKS

gruely reliable or authentic biography of

Shakespeare can not be written because very
little about the man has come down to us
-es. The available facts

1 k from genuine sourc
guess-work and con-

about his life are based chiefly on
jecture. |
William Skakespeare Was born on ?.Srd April,
1564, in the village of Startford-on-Avon in the coun-
trv of Warwickshire. His father, John Skakespeare was
o trader. His mother Was Mary Arden.
For a few years he probably :}ttendcd Itbc Gran.n-
inar school at Grartford where he picked up little Latt[11n
Greek'. His real teachers meanwhile were e
st l::d women al influences which sur-
mern

and the natur i

im. Every aspect of the nf:ltur u ?
rom]c'ic‘ixhl:;sitc region is reflected in Shakespeares
et Wﬁcn Shakespearc had attained the age of four-
! ther lost his little property and f.cll u-lto debt.
teen, his fat0® maintained that

; 1 his plays, it is
From evidence fouj;i 0;‘} o sfécr nd a lawyer's clerk. It

y of his works to form a defi-
ly occupat:ion.

arried Anne Hathaway,
In 158 Shakcspcamfmr?ﬁly Ghe was eight years

o ¢ peasa?;c soon left his wife and fam-

d after his enor.mous _suc—
ily and went t© London. ilnto e ond tolive quie dy
jrms this conclusion.
87 to 1611, noth-

:od of his greatest
Jrwas the .pcrf' e the man

ing definite is kng
literary activity: B¢

and ZIZ honour tO hlS. mc?dol?é
much as any- He was inde

free pature.”" S
dramatic attcmpt.s,' gl
"enus andAdonis .
London. Within 2 decade

Sri Manashi Dilidar

had become one of the most famous actors and literary
men in England. Much of Shakespeare's plays depends
on previous plays; even his Hamlet uses name, prob-
ably by Kyd, which was well-known to the London
stage in 1589, some twelve years before Shakespeare's
great work was written. There came a series of great
plays from his pen including 'Hamlet', The Merchant
of Venice', 'As you like it', Twelfth Night', ‘Julius Ceasar',
'Mackbeth', 'Othello’, 'King Lear', 'Antony and
Cleopetra'. Shakespeare's plays became popular very
soon. It was the reign of Queen Elizabeth then. An-
other reason was that at that time the public were very
conscious in England. For his popularity Shakespeare
also became one of the richest men of London. In 1597
he bought the finest house in Startford and soon added
a tract of farming land to complete his estate. In 1611,
he left London and settled permanently at Startford-
on-Avon.

Skaspeare's last play was The Tempest'. After a
few years of quiet life at Startford-on-Avon, Shakespeare
died on the anniversary of his birth, April 23, in 1616.

Shakespeare was not simply a genius; he was also
a great worker, and he developed in exactly the same
way as did all his fellow craftsmen. And, contrary to
the prevalent opinion, the Elizabethan drama is not a
Minervalike creation, springing full grown from the
head of one man; it is rather an orderly though rapid
development, in which many men bore a pazt. There is
hardly any one to compete with Shakespeare, the great.

Collected from :—

Merchant of Venice,

by R. Tilak

History of English Literature,
by William J. Long
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DELINQUENCY, A DISEASE OF SOCTETy

We live in a society. Without society we cannot
live a civilized life. One of the most complicated prob-
lems of society is the problem of delinquency. In the
society we must follow ‘certian rules and regulations:
on which dépends the peace and tranquillity of the
society. Failure tomake adjustment to these rules, regu-
lations dnd customs of the society, and denial of the
social control by the child is known as Delinquency.
A delinquent child is one who causes concern to the
parents and teachers by violating the laws of the soci-
ety, playing treatent without reason, indulging in
stealing and lying and committing other social offences.

The problems of delinquency is intimately con-
nected with the social environment of the child. The
delinquent child is not a biological product but is
chiefly the product of environment. Delinquency is,
therefore, chiefly a social problem. Following are the
main causes of delinquency in children.

Unhappy home is an important cause of delin-
quency. Children generally play truant without rea-
son, resort to stealing and lying habits and show other
forms of behaviour disorders if they suffer from un-
happy atmostphere of the family. In the family atmo-
sphere the children develop delinquency traits due to
the following causes :—

1. Ifhe is neglected by the parents.

2. If he is punished too much and too frequently.
3. If the family is a broken one.

4. If there is economic insecurity in the family,

5. If there is lack of discipline.

6. If the child gets indulgence from parents,

7

If parents and other relations are of questionable
character etc.

Children develop behaviour problems due to up.

' uenc llowing
hcaltgy neighbourhood .alsc?.. For example, the oyes Ilneas:;rcs may be adopted, quency the following
crowded slum areas of big cities are unfavourable for i[hc l(;,motlona.l and social atmosphere of the fam-
SRIRIT Sz} =130 ]

Mauchumi Ray

physical and mental health of children. Because these
areas suffer from lack of acceptable moral codes and

existence of such: things as prostitution, cheap film |

shows, hotels etc.

Children become delinquent due to the mﬂuence -

of undiserable companions. The juvenile gangs resid-
ing in cities commit many offences as a group.

In big cities children living in over crowded ar-
eas have little scope for healthy recreation. So they
turn to some cheap commercial reaction like gam-
bling, betting, visiting cheap cinema shows etc. and
gradually develop delinquent traits.

The school may be one of the causes of delin-

quency it if fails to provide recreational facilities to
chﬂdrer} for breaking up the monotony of the aca-

Employment of small children in hotels and res-
taurants of big cities is often found to be very much
harmful for the mental health of children.

'Ijhe most common forms of delinquent
behaviour are the following :-

(a) Telling lies

(b)  Stealing

(c) Truancy

(d) Indiscipline

)  Aggression

(8) Cheating

(%1) Destructive behaviour

(1)  Sex offence

These forms of delinqu
ifferent degrees.
For the Prevention of deli,

CNCy appear in different

(NI SRR



2. Proper care should be taken so that the child is
not neglected in the family. |
3. The family discipline should be suitable for the
* mental health of children.

4. Proper attention should be paid for the removal
of emotional insecurity of children. -
5. The school should provide for more recreational

facilities.
6. The child should be kept in 2 good residential
school if he belongs to 2 broken home. '
7. The society should also provide for extra-curricu-
lar activities of children.

8. In big cities pro.visiop should be made for
childrens' parks, childrens" clubs and other recre:
ational centres for children.
It may be stated that delinquency is really a so-
cial problem. Therefore, for the prevention and cure
of this malady, the society should take up necessary

measures.
em of Adolescence

. "Adolescence pe-

riod is a period of storm and stress of human life.”
The adolescents need freedom; they feel the .ﬁeedec;f
sc;(fual satisfaction; need for self dependence; need for
self expression etc. ap during the criti gl
sof 4 pear g the critical period
The home and the school should try to satis
these needs of the Adolescents so that ;);y may df:):
velop normally and take their place in the future soci-
ety. As rcgards the problems of Adolescence the main -
one is delinquency. For dealing with the problem of

. delinquency the home, school and society should make

combined efforts.
If we want 4 happy fumily, if we want a bappy

society, if we want a peaceful country then we must
. try to prevent delinquency. Delinquency is a tcrriblé‘ ’

disease in today's society. If we cannat prevent delin-
quency we cannot seea peaceful society; a happ_y'_fam.- |

ily and a developed country. . .
Reference Book : A Text book of Education
By - . T .

Dr. Lakhahira Das. V

We must educate

People t0

For logica’ 3%
S OClal priorltles.

We must educate -
For intellectual abilities

have long-range pers

We must educat® >y
2l skill in recogmsiné

ducate .
Ve an cope effectively and
with information overload.

pectives.

__ Donald N. Michael (1974)
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: ] had long cherished a desire to visit an is-
laid, particularly the Pristiné islands of Andaman and
Nicobar. The opportunity came unexpectedly in the
month of October, 1994; when the Rulés Committee
of Assam Legislative Assembly drew up a programme
of'a study tour to some-state capitals to study the
procedure and implementation of rules in those states.
The schedule included: the Union Territory of the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands which was on way to
getting a full-fledged statehood and a State Legisla-
ture. As 2 member of the Rules Committee, I availed

mysef of the opportunity, although it was not exactly
as I had desired. I had longed for a sea-voyage, but
what we got instead was a plane flight from Calcutta
to Port Blair, the capital Port city of the Andamans.
Port Blair is situated at a distance of 1255 Km
from Calcutta and it takes about two hours by plane.
The Pristine islands of Andaman and Nicobar had once
been a hill range in the Bay of Bengal extending from
Burma to Indonesia. Parts of the range have been
washed away by the waves over the years. The re-
maining islands, islets and rocks numbering about 572
are spréad over an area of 700 Km. from North to
South forming a broken arc. These undulating islands
covered with dense forests and endless variety of ex-
otic flowers and birds shimmer like emeralds in the
Bay of Bengal and this is the reason why these are
called 'the Emerald Islands'. Here the white beaches
on the edge of a meandering coastline have got rows
of palm trees that sway to the rhythm of the sea. Geo.-
graphically the Islands are situated between 929 to
94° East Longitude and 6° to 14° North Latitude,

A journey by plane has its charms and thrills,
cometimes indescribable in words. But I was particu-
larly lucky in my journey to the Andamans, lucky in

two ways. One, I got a seat at the window and two,
the weather was fine like crystal. It was moming time.
While flying from Calcutta southwards over the
Sundarbans I got a clear birds' eye view of the differ-
ent streams of the Ganges and the Brahmaputra flow--
ing finally into the Bay of Bengal forming
immumerable deltas in the mouths of the rivers. I
was very much fascinated to see the picturesque man-
grove forests of the Sundarbans from the sky and I
was reminded of the ancient Indian mythological story
beautifully narrated by Sir Edmund Hillary in the book
'From Ocean to Sky' wherein he has described how
the Brahmaputra -a male, and the Ganges -a female,
ran from the Manas and the Himalayas to meet each
other and finally to merge with the sea.

While flying over the Bay of Bengal towards the

Andamans, I frequently peeped out and it appeared
to me as if the bottom of the sea was quite visible.
Very often I could see something dazzlingly white at
thc.sca bed and I could not suppress the curiosity of
asking the man sitting next to me what these objects

might be. He informed me that those were coral recfs.
Before tou

ching down, I was very much thrilled to

have an aerial view of the island. In the ai

1 rather small, we were recejved by some officials of

the Andaman and Nicobar administration. In the
lounge of the airport we could see a photograph o

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose who had landed at this

airport in 1943. We were accomodated partially &
the Govt. Circuit Hous P /

’ ¢ and partially at the Prades!
Councdlqrs' Hostel. Some of our athnding official
}Ncre put mbthe Hornbill Nest Guest House near th
amous carbyn's cove, T wag tagged with Mr. Bad®
Bm, MLA who was a cultured man with a literaf
aptitude. We enjoyed each others company.
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As we had only two days' brief halt in the Island,
we did not want to lose time. Immediately after our
arrival we went out for the programmes already
chalked out by the officials. Mr. Golok Rajbongshi,
the then Minister for Parliamentary Affairs and the
Chairman of the Rules Commiittee, also accompanied
us in the tour. His presence imparted an added air of
official formality to our programmes. First of all we
went to the Martyrs' Column raised in memory of all
those known and unknown fighters of Independence

‘ Movement who had laid down their lives on the soil
of the Islands or in the sea around them and offered
floral wreaths in honour of the martyrs. Then we pro-
ceeded to see the historic Cellular Jail, _declarf:d' a
National Memorial in 1979 by the then Prime Minis-

. ter Sri Morajee Desai. My singlemost desire behind
my visit to the Andaman’and Nico-bar I.slands had
been to pay a visit to the -Ct.:llul:fr Jail. Ii:is almost a
pilgrimage to me. In fact, it is being looked upon as a

holy place by all patriotic pco-plc of India. |
The Cellular Jail, otherwise known as the Ifldlan
Bastille, has got a history of its own an';[l thh(; ltusm(?;
of the Jail is inseparably linked up with ;{ arsl O(?f(us
Independence Movement of our cpuntt?r. a 3(;) il
know that most of the present inhabitan B ariis
Andaman & Nicobar Islands are the descen

the ex-convicts of the ISIl(a:;d IZE'CE i:z: tiaérr::ﬁl it:sc;
. L) a
omorio i c(l)cfncc Movement. But we may

fays of 1° i ga of struggle and sacri-

er the sa ;
emeod ho had been incarcer-

not always I
fice of 1:hc);sc freedom fighters W
ated hcrcl‘nodcm history of the Anc.lam;m allld T;?lb;f
b ins with the transportation of a larg e
il bcg' s of 1857' to these Islands. NOF nrz1 -

e total number and indivi
known that two

wn for their

of penal servitude 1 ofcthc Cellular al

of the Ccntml TOWC'; o risoners
of different cAt°8% . reverence, o0

n 11
With heads bow dow: oy

alongwith other narme —

Assam transported in the wake of the Munity of 1857,
otherwise known as the First War of Indian Indepen-
dence :

1.  Sri Bahadur Gaonburha

2. Sri Dutriam Baruah

3.  Sri Madhu Mallik

4.  Sri Sheikh Formud Ali

The second group of political prisoners to the
Andamans consisted of the convicts of the Wahabi
Movement (1860-1870). Here again, the detail
records about this group of prisoners are not avail-
able. However, the following names are available :

1. Sri Ahmadullah (Patna Trial 1865)

2. Sri Amir Uddin (Maldah Tiral 1870)

3. Sri Ibrahim Mandal (Rajmahal Trial 1870)

4. Sri Yahya Ali (Ambala Trial 1864)

5. Sri Mohammed Sher Ali (Killer of Lord
Mayo)

But these were all before the construction of the
Cellular Jail. The convicts considereed 'dangerous' by
the British Administration were transported from that
mainland to these islands where they were put in fet-
ters and were forced to work hard with their fetters
on. The tiny, serene and beautiful island of Viper stands
as a mute witness to the untold sufferings the free-
dom fighters had to undergo. Prior to the construc-
tion of Cellular Jail, a jail was constructed in this is-
land as early as 1867 under the supervision of Major
Fortand on top of a hillock in the island. The island
derives its name from the vessel Viper in which 1.
Archibold Blair came to the island in 1796 with the
purpose of conducting a survey for estalishing a pe-
nal settlement. It is believed that the vessel met with
on accident and the wreckage was abandoned peap
the island. The capital port had been established by
and named after Lt. Archibald Blair.

The censtruction of the Cellular Jajj was
promptcd- and accelerated by an incident. Mohammeq
Sher Ali, a Pathan convict connected with the Wy}, aki
Movement, murdered the Viceroy, Lord Mayo whep
the latter came to inspect the open Air peng| settle
mem of the Viper Island. Sher Ali was Coﬂdernnqi
to death and hanged from the Gallows at Viper [s.
land. The construction of the Cellular Jail wjg taken
6 and completed in 1906. Being situateq on
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the North-Eastern coast of Atlanta Point of Port Blair,
the Jail is the first sight that greets a visitor on his
first arrival at Port Blair. The name, Cellular Jail is
derrived from its unique feature as it had only cells
and no dormitories. It had 698 cells, one for every
prisoner. Each cell measured 13!/, ft. by 7 ft. thh an
iron grating in front and a 3 fect by 1 foot ventilator
about 10 ft. high. The Jail was initially constructed as
a three storied edifice with seven wings, each wing
stretching from a central tower like the spokes of a
whieel. The huge building strikes terror in the minds
of the onlookers. Every brick of the Jail has a heart-
rendering story to tell, the story of resistance, suffer-
ings and sacrifices. '

The earthquake of 1941 and the subsequent Japa-
nese invasion and occupation of the terriroty caused
substantial damage to the Jail building resulting in
subsequent demolition of 4 out of 7 wings of the build-
iig. With its three remaining wings and the entrance
block it stands now as a monument of great historical
importance. We were shown round the campus, cor-
ridors and the cells. The torture and cruelties meted
out to the political prisoners simply beggars all de-
scriptions. We entered into a cell which was occupied
in 1910 by Vir Damodar Savarker for eleven years.

The then jailor, one David Barrie, was extra-oridinarily
infamous for his ruthless torture and supression of
the prisoners. Mr. Savarker referred to this Barrie in
his celebrated book, "The Story of My Transportation
for life" as saying, "Listen, you prisoners! In the uni-
verse there is one God and he lives in heaven above;
but in Port Blair there are two. One, the God of
Heaven and the other, the God on Earth! Indeed, the
God on Earth in Port Blair is myself. The God of
Heaven will reward you when you go above. But this

atrocities committed on the prisoners which were
published in the news papers of the mainland have
also been kept on display for the visitors. Some paint-
ings oh the barbarous treatment mated out to the pris-
oners, the utensils, vessles, uniforms they used and
the tools, machines they were made to eperate-all re-
mind us of the heroic battle our freedom fighters had
waged against the British Raj and the untold suffer-
ings they had to undergo within the walls of the Jail.
Among the better known political prisoners were
Barindra Kumar Ghosh, the younger brother of
Maharshi Aurobinda Ghosh, Upendra Nath Banarjee,
Hem Chandra Das, Ullashkar Dutta, Indubhushan ~ §
Roy, Bibhuti Bhushan Sarkar,, Hrishikesh Kanjilal, |
Sudhin Kr. Sarkar, Abinash Chandra Bhattacharyya
and Birendra Kumar Sen. The Savarkar brothers-
Ganesh and Damodar were of course there. I looked
out for some neames from Assam and found the fol-
lowing names within the category of 1909-1921
deportees :
1. Shri Benoy Laskar
Sri Gopen Roy
Sri Gauranga Mohan Das
Sri Matilal Roy

. Sri Satyendra Roy

_ Among other famous freedom fi '
Incarcerated in the Jail were %:E:h?;:;? |
1S)l:lambhuna.th Azad, Joydev Kapoor, Batukcswa; il
N achindranth Sahgal, Pandit Paramanan Lok
oh Bal, Ganesh Ch. Ghosh and Trailokya Nath,
Whil ﬁgﬂ who was known as "Trailokya Maharaj' 1. |
iy o Bt § against the tyranny of the jail author- '

% many like Bhai Mahavir
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ves > had to lay down their ff
God of Port Blair will r.eward y.ou~hcrc and now. You to p:tn :nm;?g (t)gh;:s .hac.l to go insane an some had {
may complain to superiror against me, but my work  rather than subie eir lives by committing suicide |
shall prevail; I shall hold my own. Mind you well".  of the il life jectng themselves to the indigpities |
‘On the walls of the hectagonal brick-buile struc. Among ;he sl
ture -of thg second floor of the Central Towel_- of the  lular Ja ’ menticl:: Cal prisoners brought to the Cel- |
Cellular Jail we founc! the names of 336 freedom fight- of the Moplla Rebe[l?ius‘: be made of the participants |
ers an.d revolutaionaries ffom all over the country who  lowed to bring the on of 1921 who were finally 8t |
were incarcerated for their patriotic fervour. The Ga]- culturists 8 their families ang settle down as agri f
lows, the oil ghanis, the flogging stands-all survive 0 the uninhabited islangs of the Andamans:
still today as relics of an ignoble past. In the Cellylar .Often the prisoners rebelled apaj o
Jail Museum, the photograph of the freedom fighters and mhu[.nan treatment of the | against the tyra;_msyt |
who were incarcerated were exhibited. Reports of ;r;bghl!lons were ruthlessly sug;)[:‘;l;ld ml;c.tAt a:iru
ublic o o . bu
S — 3] Pinion @obmscd heavily in favour ?ft_‘f |




prisoners in the mainland. The Raj was compelled to
take a softer stand on the demands of the prisoners
who, among other things, wanted better treatment
and repatriation to their respective states. Mass hun-
ger-strikes were organised by the prisoners in 1937,
1938, and 1939 . The last such hunger-strike was ter-
minated in 1938 at the intervention of Mahatma
Gandhi and Rabindranath Tagore as the demand for
repatriation was accepted by the British administra-
tion who were mellowing Jown at the approach of

World War II.

The Andaman I
from 23rd March, 19
ing this period, they als
dian youths on suspicion O
' against the Japanese-
However, Netaj

Andaman on 29th December, 17 ]
the Provisional Govt. of Azad Hind and hoisted the

i i Indian soil. He
Indian Flag for the first time on the il. |
also visitcdg the Cellular Jail and stopped puzyshmfl
piisoners without crial, There Weke no executions

the Cellular Jail after N etaji's visit.

In the evening We ¢
again to witnessa 'Son et Lu
show that brough
- of the prisoncr® with.the help of
. tree that was 3 _
happend withi?

Earlier dwring the Ga5y
ad 2 meeting w1

slands fell into Japanese hands
42 to 7th October, 1945. Dur-
o killed many educated In-
f being British agents

Subhash Chandra Bose visited
. '1943, as the Head of

ame back to the Jail prcmiscs

umidere’ (Sound and Light)
all the harrowing talesr

were shown the jetty where Sher Ali Pathan murdered
Lord Mayo in the midstof tight security. On the way
we saw a huge floating dock which is used for repair-
ing ships in the mid-sea. On our return to Port Blair
we paid a visit to the famous Anthropological Mui
seum. Many people in the mainland have got a wrong
notion about the population pattern of the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands. They think that only the aborigi-
nal tribes inhabit the islands. This is far from reality.
As regards population patterns, it is a2 miniature In-
dia. The Bengalees constitute the most numerous
group, closely followed by the Tamils. People of all
states of India can be found in the Island living in
perfect harmony. In the matter of religion also, the
island occupies a unique position. Hindus, Muslims
Christians and Shikhs live side by side in an ideal at1
mosphere of mutual understanding, respect and tol:
erance. There are various aboriginal tribes scattered
over all the islands. Their total number is less than a
thousand and collectively, they constitute even less than
0.5 percent of the total population. They are the
Jarwas, the Great Andamanese, the Onges and the
Sentinelese-belonging to the Negrito stock. To the
Mongoloid stock belong the Shompens and the
Nicobarese. The Jarwas with short stature, black skin
and frizzy hair inhabit the West Coast of South and
middle Andaman. Usually they live nude. Their num-
ber is estimated at two hundreds.

The great Andamanese settled in strait Island.
Being estimated at about 5,000 people of Negrito
stock. They once dominated the south Anamans. The
establishment of Penal Settlement at Port Blair in 1858
brought them in direct confrontation with the Brit-
ish and almost all of them perished in, the uneven
'Battle of Aberdeen’ which took place on 17th May,
1859. At present only 36 souls of great Andamanese
Jive. I was lucky to sce one of them at Port Blair. The
Onges are primarily a hunting, gathering and fishing
commllnity' Their present population is only 98. Their
population also declined drastically during the Brit-

ish rule.
The Sentinelese are also a hostile tribe who live

in complete isolation on the North Sentinel Island

Their number 18 250. The administration is trying to
contact them through some officials. The Shompens

belong to the Mongoloid stock and they dwell in the

interiors of the Great Nicobar Island. They are e
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and still live 2 seminomadic life. Their number is about
200. The Nicobarese of Mongoloid origin live in dif-
ferent islands of Nicobar Group. They are fairly ad-
vanced: Their number is about 22,000.

From the depiction in the Museum, life of the
primitive tribes, their habits, the tools and implements
they use, we could know that their origin dates back
to the Palaeolithic Era.

Next morning we visited Chatham Island. This
is a small island connected with Port Blair by a bridge.
We went round a big saw mill there. It is said to be
the oldest and the biggest saw mill in Asia. A power
house is also located in the island. There is a beautiful
agrangement of delivery of raw timber and loading of
sawn timber directly into the steamers.

Then we paid a visit to the historic Ross Island
situated at a distance from Port Blair. It was the first
head quarter of British regime in the territory. The
tiny island once accomodated the residence of the
Chief Commissioner, a church, a swiming pool, a
Tennis Court, a club, a press, a cemetry, bakery, hos-

pital, the Farzand Ali Govt. Store, a distillery-but all
in ruins now. At present the Island is in the hands of
the Indian Navy who have established a museum called
'Smritika' depicting the history of the Island. Spotted
deers and peacocks can be seen.

Among other places of interest we visited I would
like to mention the Marine Museum, the Cottage In-
dustries Emporium and the Corbyn's Cove Beach. The
Marine Museum gives ofie an idea about the innu-
merable species of sea life and marine resources. It
helps building up public awareness about the differ-
ent aspects of oceanic environment. It also displays a

wide variety of shells found in the waters of the Is-
land.

_ At-tl.le Cottage Industries Emporium, I was par-
ticularly impressed by the quality of shell-craft and
small articles made from mother pearls.

For paucity of time we could not visit the Nicobar
group of Islands. In short, my brief journey to the
Andamans seemed to me a brief sojourn into the his-
tory of our Independence struggle.
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" Fact or Fiction

The world is full of incredible, sensational, stun-
ning, terrific and unbelievable events which seems to

d the limit of science. Sometimes these are

be beyon i€ . .
called fictions of supersttious minds. But in course
of ime descriptions about the same eventis described

, ons or solid roofs lead us to such a
g sever:\l/hlzf we must thmlf of alimit bcyonc! which
minds fail, only belief exists. In this essay
ome unbelievable facts which are
ufficient scientific explanations are

Conccpt
reasonable
I want to state S

widely believed as $
lacking. '

'Eldorado' :

Is there a golden Jand, a land whctfe c;/;rytholpng

is of gold, trees of gold, chairs, taﬂlilcs ?Iygazs “,/ c[ie'Nd
/ ientist will €as No'.
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Amit Kumar Das

mals, discases, hostile natives before they reached
Chibehas. Quesada proceeded to Guatarita lake with
an Indian guide. They reached the lake which was a
deep, dark expanse of water set in the crater of an
extinct valcano. Few huts were there but Quesada
found no gold there. Quesada returned but started
his search again in 1568 with 2,800 men. But their
search went in vain and Quesada gave up the thought
of finding it. Till 17th century several journeys were
carried out by several persons but nobody was suc-
cessful. So, there was a question in the human mind
whether the concept of an Eldorado is true or false.
In the early part of the 19th century Humboldt and
Bonpland tried their best to discover the land but
failed. But they strongly believed that a land like that
exists. In 1912 'Contractors Ltd.’, a British company
arrived in Colombia with costly equipments to pump
out lake Guatarita's water. After pumping out the en-
tire water they found the ground was covered with
thick black mud and a little gold which was not
enough to pay their expenses. Thus the search for
Eldorado- the golden land ended. But the belief is
still alive that the golden land exists. Who can say
that in the near future one can become successful to
solve the mystery of Eldorado, the land of gold.

Was there a paradise — Atlantis :

It is believed that much before Summerian
civilisation, a great civilisation existed in the Adantic
tlantis which was at its zenith but then

civilisation - A 1s at its zen
4 2 volcano erupted and the entire civilisation was van-
ished. The story of Atlantis was first told by Plato-the

: ding to Plato, Atlantis .
ceat philosopher. According > was a
gara djl;c_ Plato described almost everything of Atlanis,

[ato the disappearance of Adantis by

ding to 14
icccglfu{l)tl%n of a volcano took place 12,000 years ago
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in the straits of Gibraltar. And from this point, starts
the controversy of Atlantis. But a question arises

whether Plato's story can be trusted?
Plato's story passed from generation to genera-

tion. Plato heard the story from his nephew Ciritias.
Critias heard the story from his grand father Dropides
and he heard it from Solan (640 B.C. - 558 B.C.)
who was famous for his truthfulness. Solan himself
claimed that the story was not original. He heared it
from a priest in Egypt. Many scholars believed this
story but Posidonius (135-50 B.C.) a great scholar of
his time refused to believe it. Even after 23 centuries
this question is frequently asked-whether this is true
or false. Plato believed that Atlantis was in the Atlan-
tic itself. This led to a serious scientific research.
Gradually the interest in this mysterious island gave
birth to a new branch of science - Atlantology , in the
19th century. In 1912, the controversy was again
raised by Dr. Paul Schliemann, grandson of the dis-
coverer of Troy. Dr. Paul showed the bronze vase where
"This was the gift of Cronos, King of Atlantis" was
written but nobody believed him. Again in 1968, Dr.
Valentine discovered some walls which sparked the
Atlantis controversy again. He linked this wall with
the Atlantis. But till now there is no solid proof of the
existence of Atlantis.
As the days are going, marine archeology is be-
. coming more rich. So we can expect that one day this
mystery will be solved and Atlantis will be unearthed
if it exists.

Behind the lines of Nazca :

A region lies between the Pacific coast of south-
ern Peru and the Andean foot hills, namely Nazca.
This region has been drawing attention of astrono-
mers and archeologists since 1941 for a special cause,
The entire region is made up of some strange lines
having shapes of geometrical figures, animals and
birds. Till this day no satisfactory scientific explana-
tion is offered. As a result it has given birth to inny-
merable theories. Some people believe that these lineg
are drawn by unknown extra-terrestrial beings while
others believe that the Peruvian desert was bcing used

as an astroport by spacecrafts thousands of years ago
Some limes could only be seen from an altitude 0%
above 1000 ft. and some designs are 50 closely inter.
mixed that they give a picture of science fiction nove|

Furthermore, the erosion Hn the slopes of Peru is quite
similar to the space probes on Mars. To be scientific,
the NASA has sent a team of scientists to study the
erosion and the possibility of life on Mars. In 1941,
Dr. Paul Kosok of Long Island University became
the first man to examine those enigmatic limes and
termed the unique area as "the largest astronorny book
in the world." Maria Reiche who studied the area for
more than 30 years proposed that, to draw limes they
must have stretched strings from posts. These posts
are still visible. The C-14 method has dated these posts
back to 500 A.D. Some Peruvian archeologists are of
the same view of Paul Kosok that Nazar drawings are
astronf)mi.cal drawings. But “when astronomer G.S.
HaW_kms. 1 1960 used computer to check the astro-
nomical interpretetion of the Nazca region, the com-

puter totally negated the research of so
ars. It
showed that Nazca limes are no s

;:qdcr. Then what do they signify, what ‘s the message
ying behind them-these question are st] unanswered.
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The famous triangle of Bermuda :

The mystery of Bermuda triang]e i
known mystery in the world thatghaslsbtc::;mmt wli::ln
everybody for a few decades. This areq lies Et)::iz :
Florida, Bermuda and Puerto-Rico. In the begi e
the sudden disappearances of the ergs

ships along with i
e ; g with its
Eide::lltlﬁers took place but it was considered as a coin-
. matter, But gradually the number of victims
Creased at such 3 rate that j y

At time it becy

me ve

Ty popular and many writers
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started writing books on this including some best sell-
ers like "Limbo of the Lost" by Wallace Spencer, "The
Bermuda Triangle" by Charles Berlitz etc. and this
mystery was given a new turn when Lawrence D.
Kusche published a book of new look "The Bermuda
Triangle mystery solved.” Kusche tried to present ev-
ery suspense, every question with a practical view. He
carefully observed the reports of disappearances from
1800 and surprisingly declared that either disappear-
ances never occured and if occured were purely ex-
plainable. He pointed that such accidents had occured
in other oceans too. Kusche took many cases and
showed with analysis that there was nothing objec-
tionable in those disappearances. In the mean time, a

joint scientific research done by Russian and Ameri-
can scientists found that no unusual force is acl:ing’on
that region. So, there should not be any controversy
regarding the cases of disappearances in that region
and no mystery should be there. But inspite of all
these logics, a question is still unanswered by the sci-
entists why did so many accidents occur at one point
only? Nobody knows whether it will be answered or
will remain as a mystery forever.

There is an endless list of such examples where
science has not yet been able to solve the mystery con-
clusively. But it is sure that some day someone will

solve the mystery.

[With the help of "World famous unsolved mysteries")
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Spend your wealth in charity

Whether you aré prosperous or
And control your anger

And be for giving to others

For God loves those

not.

who do good

__The Quran Surah Il : 134




Ozone Layer Depletion
— A catastrophic concern

Curiosity and desire are two fundamental as-

pects of human nature. Curiosity leads to new
investions and new technology and desire to develop-
ment. We do not want destruction, but sustainable
development and security of the future to come. I am
not going to be concerned about social and economic
problems as well, I am trying to realise and clear the
concept of 'GLOBAL WARMING' which is the re-
sult of Ozone layer depletion. Let us come to the query
of ozone layer and how it depletes and why. Before
going further, we should borne in mind that ozone
layer depletion is rather a greater threat on the scien-
tific inventions and developmental work, which needs

the top most priority.

What is ozone layer ?

Ozone is a naturally occuring gas, chemically it
is a combination of 3 oxygen atoms, found in the
earth's atmosphere. Its maximum concentration is in
the upper stratosphere i.c. at a height of 50 Km above
the surface and in the form of a layer called ozone
layer or ozonosphere. It prevents ultra violet radia-
tion of the sun from reaching the earth's surface. U, V.
rays are harmful for human being.

High dose of U.V. rays can damage the human
eye, reduce rates of plant growth, upset the balances
_of ecosystem, by supressing the efficiency of body's
immune system, increase the risk of diseases and cause
melanoma or skin cancer which is the most harmful
effect of ozone depletion. Moreover, it also harms
pl'OpftrFy of substances in the sense that it acts as an
oxidlsmg‘agent and thus it is associated with
decolouration and brittleness of plastics.

Vinay Kumar Barua

How ozone (O,) is formed and prevents
U-V-ray reaching the earth :

Tt is to be noted that O, is an unstable compound
and for both its formation and destruction, it requires
U.V. rays which is provided by the sun. The reaction

O+0, X2 5 O and

03 U. V. rays

O0+0,

is always taking place and thus O, is said to be in
dynamic equilibrium. While forming and breaking
the O; molecule converts a part of the harmful UV
rays into infra red which are not very harmful for hu-
mans, which further prevents the escape of U.V. rays
to the earth's surface. Thus U.V, rays get filtred by

this layer and diseases caused b i
UV
checked by ozone layer. ’ R

History of ozone layer depletion :

In 1974 SHERWOOD
b} ROWLAND and
MORIO MOLINA of the California University

zﬁlcilscfll tf‘lat man-made certain chemicalg —
spheric glzlgnceafbo[]s (CFC) were damaging the strato-
the claim and . S.ub'sc:quent research corroborated

NOow 1t 1s established that the strato-

spheric oz T
ac¥iviry one layer is being destroyed by human

Science of ozone layer :
Solar radiation breals down many of the gases

in str :
whjcha[t)(;?:::zrc that contain chlorine and bromine,
Own ozone molecules and hence reduces

o
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ozone content in the atmosphere. One atom of chlo-
rine radical is sufficient to destroy one Jakh molecules
of ozone and set off a destructive chain reaction. Since
this process in cyclic, the damage being cagscd is sim-
ply unimaginable. How this happens is given below.

—» CLO +(_)2;CLO—->CL+O

cL + O
Nascent Qzone Chlorine
Chlorine Monoxide

Ozone depleting substances in use :

The main 0zone depleting substance in use to-

choloro fluro carbons (CFC), Metheyl chlo-
e carbon tetrachloride (CCL)

CFC-113 (type of CEC's) has relatively
lc;;lgthog Zv;}:cdcllcplcting potcnu'ai fmd contributed to an
estimated 14% of ozone depletion to d:jltc.

Methyl chloroform which at one time was con-
sidered a likely substitute of CFC-113 is not accept-

itute.
Jong term substi
ghleiasia OFS hloride is nO Jonger used as 2 sol-

ac .« ®

vent garni)c?; ljt:)im:ries due to its carcirﬁgematy, but
still it is used in some parts of the world.
Substitute solvents and technologies

' ' CEC-113 and CH CCL,.
s ncf)l S::lgtlﬁeﬁf ((:ie or more availablg alter-
vggl;tlftes should have 2 Jow Ozone Deple-
i low Global Warming Potential
: ontent, they should
nd recovery should be
- Chlorinated solvents, Alcohol-
anic solvents, Perfluro carbons,

Every sol

natives. St

not be toxic or €
ssible. These are :

dervied solvents, OIg
drocarbons €tc.

Aliphatic hy

Ozone hole 0
disappearance o1 &
Ozone hole means Comple}t;r; gngnc hole over

Jayer over a part of the atmosp :
Azrarctica and later also OVE€r the North POlC has been

i damage bas
nfirmed. The maximum e —
Rirtirctica. Althongh at present, it is only a tempo

ryh phcnomcnon, it is showing 1ts potentialities 10
ra

occured over

the form of increased skin-cancer among Australians
and if no corrective steps taken, it can become a per-
manent phenomenon.

Global concern :

Increasing ozone-layer depletion is a matter of
serious concern for today's world. Thus under the
management of the United Nation Environment
programme the 'Montreal Protocol' developed in
1987, came into force on 1st January, 1989. The Pro-
tocol defined the measures - the parties (Nations) must
take to limit production and consumption of the dam-
aging substances, originaly five CFC's and Halons.
In early 1992, there were 76 parties which were sig-
natories to the Protocol of which nearly 40 were devel-
oping countries. India and China refused to sign it.

Later on new scientific informations made it clear
that the original Protocol would not protect the ozone
layer adequately. A revision made in London known
as London Agreement in June, 1990, adopted supple-
mentary control measures, and provided for technical
and financial assistance to be given to signatories from
developing countries. India and China alongwith other
developing countries had signed the latter rational
agreement.

Abiding by this agreement many countries are
now engaged to discover substitutes of CFC's.

Conclusion :

The rapid industrialisation and hence release of
toxic gases and chemicals has led to incalculable dam-
ages to our surroundings whch has effeted several en-
vironmental imbalances. Now there is a growing con-
cern among the people about indispensability of a pure
environment and its conservation and they have come
to realise that the environmental purity and stability
is but essential for the survival of entire mankind.

The complete elimination of all ozone destroy-
ing chemicals, however, will not be a simple task. But
the International Community has risen to deal with
the most dangerous Ones. If nations handle all envi-

threats in a comparably unified way, the

ronmental ki
jer than it 1s now.

planet can become 2 lot health
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mong the terryfying natural phenomena which
A resulted in immese loss of life and property in
India, earthquake is, perhaps, the most frequent one.
A few earthquakes have taken place in the peninsular
India. But the extra-peninsular regions too have re-
corded 2 good number of devastating earthquakes.
The extra-peninsular region, belongs to the Hima-
layan ranges. It is not stable one and is, still now,
experiencing slight endogenetic movement. The main
causes responsible for earthquakes in India include-
faulting, isostatic readjustment etc. Among earth-
quakes recorded in India from the Himalayan moun-
tain ranges and great plains south to the belt, since last
200 years, at least 74 are worth mentioning. Let us be
aquainted with the best known earthquakes recorded in
the seismological history of India and world also.

The Assam Earthquakes : One of the most digas-
trous earthquakes of the World on record had shaken
Assam and the surrounding areas on 12th June, 1897.
The earthquake originated from a crust fault at a depth
of 8 Km or less and the intensity was V-V with 1
velocity of 3 Km per second. The quake laid west of
Shillong, with the surrounding country of 380500
sq.km. All the communications were disrupted, build-
ings collapsed, fissures were developed, alongwith
floods and landslides. The duration of the earthquake
was less than one minute. It was so intense that small
stones on the roads of Shillong were hurled up in the
air ]ust like peas on a beating drum. Extraordinary
Ioarings were heard. Water and sand came out of the
fissures up to 1 or 1-3 metres in the air, Drainage
System was disturbed resulting in extensive flood. Beds
of rivers, ponds, wells etc. rose from their normal level.
Stome structural changes like fractures, upliftment of
Ms ¢tc. occured. The surface began to oscillate 200
times per minute.

Suken Almed

The Kangra Earthquake : At the very begin-
ning of the day on 4th April, 1905, the people of
Kangra felt a severe and sudden shock after a few
mild shocks. People were buried under the debris of
their own houses and 20,000 of them were killed.
The shock was not confined in its focus, but spread
over the whole of India north of the Tapti valley. The
linear tracts between Kangra and Kulu and between
Mussoorie and Dehra Dun was subjected to great de-
struction and violence. Intensity was 11 on the Rossi-
Forel scale. After the main shock hundreds of "after
shocks" were felt for weeks and months.

Geological effects of this carthquake were less
than that of the Assam Earthquake mentioned above,
u-sual disturbances like local change of level, devia-
tion of streams, landslides etc. took place. Dehra Dun
and Siwalik hills rose about 30 cm. relatively to
Mussoorie.

This carthquake was also due to tectonic cause
-faulting,

The Bihar Earthquake : A highly intensive earth-
quake took place on the after noon of 15th January,
1934, in North Bihar and Nepal killing about 12000
persons within 3 minutes. Monghyr (Bihar) and
thatgoan (Nepal) were affected very destructively. Be-
sides the above two towns, Patna, Kathmandu and

Darjecling were also affected. Majority of buildings
of these cities were either tilted or collapsed. Some of

them sank under the ground. The seismographs were
broken down due to high intensity. Fissures devel-
oped on the Gangetic Basin from which water and
sand came out. The area where intensity recorded 11,
was about 49,00,000 5q. km. Motihari-Madhubani,
Kathmandu and Monghyr marked by ixitensity.

The cause of origin of the earthquake was due to
the dcvelopmcnt of great strain beneath the Gangetic
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Basin where a folded and fractured zone as situai:ed.

Baluchistan (Quetta) Earthquake : On the night
of 31st May, 1935 an earthquake took place on the
city of Quette killing 20,000 persons within a few
seconds. Intensity was IV and V in 26,000 sq. m.
Extensive rockfolds, cracks and common damage of
property occured. The earthquake was also due to

“ development of strain on rockfolds.

Mekran Coast Earthquake : A terrible earth quake

- accompanied with 12m- high tidal waves and erup-
" tion of muds from submarine volcano shocked th.e
ekran 260 Km North West of Karachi.

; M .
;:) lesacr;c;(:nsc that, even at Bombay, 2 metre high
' tidal wave washed away many people and damaged
the port. Mud eruptions from submarine volcano re-
sulted in the formation of an island a few Kms, i\fray
from the coast. This earthquake was due to faulting
in the affected area of Mekran.

arthquake : Another

Geological effects of the earthquake were not neg-
ligible. Many hilltops were converted into depressions.
Dams were created which disrupted the normal drain-
age system resulting great floods, causing more loss
of life and property than the earthquake itself. Many
Jakes were formed due to landslides on the Dihang
and Subansiri. Besides these many cracks and fissures
also developed. Communications were disrupted while
railway was' breached and telegraph poles were bur-
ied into the fissures.

Koyna Earthquake : This was the first recorded major
tectonic earthquake in the Deccan peninsular sheild
and took place on 11th December, 1967 at 320 km
south of Bombay. The intensity was 6.5 on the Rich-
ter scale over 1,81,300 sq. km. Disruption of Malabar
coast line and other usual destructive results, espe-
cially around the area of Koyna Hydro Electric project,
were recorded. Koyna earthquake was probably the
result of tectonic movement along a North- South
axis of weakness in the basement below the Deccan

E
The North East Assam
destructive earthquake sh N.E Ass:llln d;ﬂcij:f tmp.Bcsides the above mentioned destructive earth- |
550 which may be compared W :
August, 1 The districts of Lakhimpur apd quakes, many other well known ones are Delhi-1720;
quake of 189 7.. € S Focted greatly with 39,000  Calcutta 1737; Eastern Bengal and the Arahan coast
Sibsagar and Sadiya We= " 7" 54 600 sq. km. 1762; Kutch 1819; Kashmir 1885; Bengal 1885 and
sq. km. Less damaged area ’ most recently Maharastra 1993 etc. worth mentioning,
XX
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The Hangman

Shahnawaz Ahmed

Hangman, Hangman! '
Who is it, that you're going to hang today? ;
Is he a murderer,

Who's slain the devil ?

Is he the tax evader,

Whose soul is il1?

Is he the pamperboy,

Who dared to love the king's daughter?
For which, you are going to slaughter.

‘Do you know your deed ?
Or, you don't give it a heed.
- Even the Guillotine rusts her blade sometimes,
Conspiring an excuse that
She can't slay for some crime.
Your soul they say is bloody.
Do you know what's mercy?
“ Do you have a heart that can bleed
i Sick of your bloody deed?

} When being asked what you have to say,
They say they have heard you say :

I am the hangman

I carry the noose.
I don't know whose life I am taking Ifyou dOIl‘t knOW me by now

But I know I have to take it for him

‘ ’IWhha(t)': Iglgtu}%)rt(r)nzi:; decide Sy
I It's the law If you don't know me by now

i!! ‘ That sends the man You will never know me, ooh ...

. To the gallows. All the things that we'll thought about

You should understand those

i : That's where he's bound to go.
As I understand you.

I knew the difference,

Between right and wrong,
I did nothing

To break up our happy home.

Oh don't get exciteg
When I come home a little late.

TN SIS —
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Silent Emotion

Jahanuddin Ahmed

What does a litte flower mean ?
I wonder when 1 do think:

Now and then about it

Comes up a deep-rooted doubt
Deep-rooted doubt in my mind,
Never a solution I could find.

What is this ! a silent emotion
" When the flower I took upon

" Every one of this kind,
Emotion can W& find;
More or less, implied or
None but few might hav

Still a keen devoti

expressed
'been gra

on is laid.

Your Helping Hand

Bastab Kumar

My heart is full of sorrow

But no one to hear,
There are tears in my eyes
But no one to wipe them,
My life is like a withered flower
Still wanting to bloom
I too have a dream
To fly high in the sky,
I am bound with chains of suffering
Lend me your helping hand,
And I will show you
The strength of a woman.
The useful plough
Arindam Singha
A country life is sweet
In moderate cold and heat,
To walk in the air, how pleasant and fair !
every field of wheat
I'[I'lhe fari}r,cst of flower adorning the bowers
And every meadow's brow;
So that, I say, 80 courtier may
Compa’re with them who clothe in grey.
x %k %%
They 1ise with the morning lark
And labour till almost dark, o sleop
Then folding thelr sheep t!lt;ybg_ods o, ing
.~ is ringing with bIf
ext morning 1S
h
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The Elegant Autumn

Shyamal Das

How sweet the immaculate sky
And the lucid moon of the autumnal night,

How nice the dewy night-Jesmines
Make the surface white.

The dewy grassy field and the sun-shine
Make golden the earth,

Every foggy morning reminds me
Of a beautiful past.

Thank you autumn, for every gift
To my native land,

That sweeten my day

And gladden my mind.

TR el

Yy

ob | Life

,MOﬁzuddin Ahmed

He came to meet me

01? his Loving bicycle

With a smiling face

Wearing his velvet Coat and bright shoes

He said
He-d come back again
%‘}ently, invisibly
earing his black coat ang '
But he never came back agati)xlxank shoes,
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LOVE

Sultana Zesmina Rahaman

Love is the gift of God-
Love is patient and kind

It is not jealous or proud
Love is not ill mannered

or selfish

Love does not keep a record
of wrongs

Love is not happy with evil,
But it is happy with truth
Love is not a game

A man without love

Is like a body

without soul

True love is eternal

Love is wonderful

Love is great......coeeeeees
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WOMAN

Bijay Sankar Rabha

She looks like a lily in the jar,
Cool, in white and could have been
growing in a field,
but for the look of pain
of bondage in the eyes,
chained for even to drawing room sophistication,
the daily nothings of life;
" Cup of tea, cucumbers, sandwiches,
to men, she didn't know, didn't want to know,
for deep inside,she wanted to keep
the crystal white of her sarees, intact.
But these ingratiating smiles, looks of blatant desires,
She had leamnt to counter
impassively like Christ,
dying-on the crucifix.
Lilies of the field, neither toil nor do they spin,
but she, the white lily growing in a jar,
Caught in the crevice of time,
impaled ou the walls of desires,
Could it be, the lily neither withers nor dries,
drivers on to live,
by the sheer will-power of countless people?

Anamika Bhattacharya

Life ! Really it is
an unknown question.

Or ! it is a stone

polished with new things.

We only cut our colourful aims

i this cruel stone,

And Death !

Death! Death! Truely it i '

It is also the last sfa];'e“ = ourreal fend
of our faded life.

SR AN
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. Short Story

Akbar Hussain

A LETTER FROM DAD

It was raining cats and dogs. The weather seemed to mirror Tina's gloom as she curled up in her bed and opened th
1 e

letter her father had left for her on the table.

"Dear daughter" It ran,
you are going through. It's not easy to adjust to the fact that your relationship with

' know it's a difficult time
u care deeply is no longer what it was. I've heard you crying your heart out in bed. But time does heal. Beli
; .Believe

someone yo
me. Now I am going to tell y0
That summc?r she had mo.vcdumto our nmghbox'xrh?od. She Wisa naughty little thing, Mischievous and very sweet
[ knew she liked me but didn't dare to hope. Still I'd have given the world to have her love. And wonder of wond .
waited, she did and before long we were going steady. The days passed in a blur of colours. Being together m :;on ers
ordinary thing seem special, she was s0 full of life. The days were magical.... ANCIEvaTy
But soon clouds appeared on the horizon to blot out the sun. She was devoted to her parents and worshipped
ground they walked on. And as luck would have it, they disapproved of our liasion. We belonged to different f: ptin, the
they made it clear that match was not probable. She refused to break away from her parents and we had to part a}; and
" [ know how her parents would have felt if she deserted them for if you were to leave us, it would surely kill ‘0 ut now
and me. You are everything we have in this world. I did not have a daughter then and I did not know, how it)ffl;r mum
She blamed herself too as she felt that in someway she had betrayed me. And as she stood there’ eyes b c t
vness 1 wanted to hug her and drive away the misery from her eyes. It hurts me to see her tort;rin h: gg:];g fl'or
me. And as she said goodbye she told me, "Don't ever be miserable for my sake, 1 dgon'trsé with
athy" she was so damn proud. But she walked away. i antany
ly with a dark future stretching ahead without her.

rds I felt lost and lone
away as if nothing had happened. I was angry at her callousness

led at face and went
used to cry every night. That was my girl proud and steady to the world. 1 hated

u my own story.

forgi
guilt. But words failed

" one to pity us or show symp
For a long time afterwa
Whenever I saw her, I smi

' until a friend of hers told me how she

myself for having doubted her. [ never met her aga'in.
Gradually as time passed, my hopelessness disappeared. Years rolled by and I found new interests in life.
num and [ came alive once more.
going through a stage of love sickness that I too had once

I met your ! .
rly years until I saw you

I had forgotten all about my €2
It hurts us to see you so depressed and sad. We are always

be too miserable.

passed.
| You will get over it with time. Don’t.
' there to lend a shoulder should you need it.
All the best
"Y 1" |
Tir?: ;cizcd the letter and driving her tears, she curled up under the quilt and went to sleep.
SO oo |
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Award on Literature (1996)

1. Whitebread 'book of the year' award :—
Kate Atkinson (of Scottland) for her first novel Be-
hind the Scenes at Museum. £21,000.

2. Author of the year, 1995 (Britian's Oscar of the liter-

~ ary world) .—
Salman Rushdie (The Moor's Last Sigh).

3. Whitebread novel award :—
Salman Rushdie (The Moor's Last Sigh) £21,000.

4. Rea Award (to American short story writers) :—
Andre Dubus (Dancing After Hours) $30,000.

5. National Book Critics Circle Award, 1995 (USA) :—
Stanby Elkin for Mrs. Ted Bliss.

6. International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award (Ire-

. land):—
David Malouf, Australian novelist (Remembering
Babylon) $ 150,000.

7. NCR book award :(—
Eric Lomax's. The Railway Man £ 25,000.

8. Leipzing book prize :—
Aleksander Tisma (Serbian Writer), for creating Ey-

ropean understanding with his work. Needs of Man,
School of Ungodliness. 20,000 marks ($13,800).

9. PEN-Faulkner Award for Fiction, 1996 :—
Richard Ford (Independence Day) $ 15,000.

10. Orange Prize for woman's fiction :—

British author Helen Dunmore (A Spell of Winter)
$ 45,000.

11. Miguel de Cervantes Prize, 1995 (Spain's highest lit-
erary award) :—

Camilo Jose Cela.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

SRR STl
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Truman Capote lifetime Achievement Award in Lit-
erary Criticism :—

Alfred Kazin. $ 100,000.

T.S. Eliot Prize (Britian's leading poetry award) :—
Mark Dofty (USA) £ 5,000.

Gabreiela Mistral Award (Cuban Gowt.) i—
Prof. S. P. Ganguly.

Erasmus Prize (Netherlands) :—
William McNeill, American historian, for his writ-
Ings on the interaction between civilizations.

Gnyanpith Award 1995 -—

M.T..Vasude.van Neir, renowned Malayalam writer
for his contribution to the enrichment of Indian lit-

erature through his creative writing during 1975-94.
Rs. 250,000,

-Austrian State Prize for European literature : — -
Aleksander Tisma. 43,000 Marks.

Ananda Kentish Commaraswamy Book Prize; 1996
(Association of Asian Studies, USA) :—

Dr. Bina Agarwal's FA Field of one's Own, Gender
and Land Rights in South Asia. (The best English
language non-fiction book on South Asia).

Lifetime Achievement Award i .
~ In cre "
(Maharashtra Foundation) ; ative writing

Maltibai Bedeka .,
Rs. 200,000 f> oted writer and educationist.

Lifetime achievement A i ; s
YD. Phadke Herdin reflective writng .

Avang, oo D a Shreevanj Nyas Alankaran
Shridhar Vernekar. Rs. 200,000

National Kabir Samman_ 199
, 199495
Nabakanta Barua, Assamege Poet.

CARTTAIRT NI



 Moortidevi Award (Bharatiya Gnyanpith) :— 27. Muttathu Varkey Award 1996 :—
Shivaji Samant, Marathi Writer (Mrityunjaya). Kakkandan (Ushnamekhala) Rs. 33,333.

Vachaspati Puraskar, 1995 (K.K. Birla Foundation): ~ 28. The Conch Republic Prize for Literature : —

" Pandit Amir Chand Shastri, eminent Sanskrit scholar, Russell Banks, novelist (author of Contin i
- R ; ental Drift
for Nehru Charit Maha-Kavyan. Rs. 50,000. and Searching for Survivors).
alithambika Antharjanam Award :— 29. Milos Franklin Award (Australia's top | izc).
’ _ s - p literary prize):
Akkitham Achutan Namboodiri, Poet. Rs. 30,001. Christopher Koch (Highways to a War).

6. Yatra Award 1996 (N.D. Mehra Memorial Founda-

tion, Delhi) :—
V. Abdullah, Rs. 50,000.
Collected by

Imdadur Rahman Saikia
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From the Secretariat : G.C.S.U
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Annual Report of Outdoor Games Secretary

" At the outset of my secretarial report I, on behalf of the Students' Union of Goalpara College offer my salute and
respect to the martyrs who sacrificed their lives for the cause of the nation. I also offer my heartful gratitudes to my
friends who have kindly elected me in the last general election of the college to serve them as their secretary, outdoor
games.

The college week started immediately after we had taken the oath of secrecy. In the outdoor games section, a good
number of competitions had been organised. But to my utter surprise only a few students of about 3,000 students of the
college participated in the games. I could not understand the reasons why they did not participate. We should know that
game is also an essential part of education. I do hope, in the next college week there would be much more participants.
This year, the Boys' Best Athelete was Hazir Ali Sarkar of B. Sc. 2nd year and the Girls, Best Athelete was Bamnali
Sarma of BA 3rd Year. I offer my cordial thanks to both of them.

I would also like to thartk my respected teachers Sri Bhakti Medhi, Sri ASR Ahmed and Sri ATM Forhad Al,
besides my friends Rafi, Birbalda, Rinku, Daimada, Taimur, Tapanda, Hasina, Chandmia, Zakir, Rosy, Sarkar, Meena,
Anwara, Mominur, Babita, Hazir Ali and so on. I may be excused for my ommissions and commissions.

" Long Live AASU.

Abul Hussain Mondol
Secy, Outdoor Games,
Goalpara College, Goalpara.

Annual Report of Indoor Games Secretary

At the very outset of this report, I offer my heartiest thanks to the student communi
elect'ng me to the office of Indoor Games Secretary for the session 1995-96. unity of Goalpara College for

~ Goalpara College is a prestigious educational institution of the district whi .
district but also those from the undivided Goalpara district. After assumin‘;hlt;z zngsﬂizggg:engtﬁnrgl ﬁ;}rll:at:ln :
numberof colourful schemes for the development of this field. However, in reality, I faced manifold obst;cles in rzobil' g
the prospective players, in organising training programmes, in providing necessary infrastructural facilities and a:)scl)n i
all, to get adequate fund to my satisfaction. In spite of all these, a large number of boys and girls participated in ;'ariorls
events under indoor games section which clearly reveals that if proper guidance is provided and regular practice is th
our student folks can also prove their worth in extra-curricular activities. I take the opportunity to congratulate here,
of the competitors and urge upon them to work hand for betterment of their performance in the da St each one
request the college authority to provide more and more opportunities to the students in the field of i Z oo a!so
will go a long 'way in bringing laurels to the college. O indoor games which

X'shall fail in my duty if I do not offer my sincere gratitude to the Prof -in-ch :
~In-cha
fellow frields who rendered help and co-operation for smooth conduct of my activitrigez oy section as wel s to ™

Long live Goalpara College.

Ranjit Sinha Ray
Secy., Indoor Games, GCSU-
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